
Sharon was born January 23, 1938, the daughter of Lloyd 
and Juanita (Atwell) DeReu, in Atkinson, IL.  She graduated 
from high school and went on to own and operate her own 
beauty salon.  On December 29, 1956, Sharon married 
Francis A. “Frank” Gripp at Sacred Heart Catholic Church.  He 
preceded her in death.  Sharon was a member of the Altar & 
Rosary Society for Sacred Heart, enjoyed playing poker with 
her children and grandchildren, cooking, traveling, and 
golfing.  She was a great seamstress, and especially loved 
attending sports activities.  

Those left to cherish her memory include her loving children, 
Guy (Brenda) Gripp, Annawan, Gay Childs, Keller, TX, and 
Gina Gripp, Moline, IL; grandchildren, Adam (Michelle) 
Childs, Ashley (Brian) Thomsen, Chad (Tara) Gripp, Andrew 
(Julie) Gripp, Garrett (Michelle) Gripp, Anthony (Katelyn) 
Gripp, Damian (Ashley) Olvera, Lindsey (Abraham) Olvera; 
great-grandchildren, Kendall, Reece, Tessa, Kellen, Addison, 
Whitney, Quentin, Theo, Knox, Gentry and Landrie Gripp; 
Alexander, Anthony, Ava, Abraham, and Apollo Olvera, Trey 
and Quinn Thomsen, Ames Childs, Emilio, Elias, Esai Perez, 
and Emora Longoria; great-great grandchild, Teagan Olvera 
and two sisters, Joline Williams of Collinsville, IL and Connie 
Queenan of Tampa, FL.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Lloyd and Juanita 
DeReu; husband, Francis Gripp; brothers, Dirk DeReu, 
Michael Johnson; and sister, Pam Kolwey.
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To those I love and those that love me, 
when I am gone, release me, let me go - I 

have so many things to see and do.

You mustn't tie yourself to me with tears.  
Be happy that we had so many years.  I 

gave you my love, you can only guess how 
much you gave me in happiness.  I thank 

you for the love you each have shown, but 
no it is time I travel alone.  So grieve a while 

for me if grieve you must, then let your 
grief be comforted by trust.

It's only for a while that we must part, so 
bless the memories within your heart.  I 
won't be far away, for life goes on.  So if 
you need me, call and I will come.  Though 

you can't see or touch me, I'll be near. And if 
you listen with your heart, you'll hear all of 

my love around you soft and clear.  nd then, 
when you must come this way alone, I'll 

great you with a smile and 
"Welcome Home".
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