
Alvin was born November 30, 1931, the son of 
Virgil and Velda (Buechler) Gradert, in Annawan, 
IL.  He graduated from Geneseo High School, 
class of 1949.  On July 5, 1953, he married Phyllis 
Sears.  He was a farmer his entire life, owning 
and operating his own farm.  Alvin was a 
member of the Giant Goose Conservation Club, 
Atkinson American Legion, and 40 & 8.  He 
enjoyed spending his spare time fishing.

Those left to cherish his memory include his 
loving wife, Phyllis Gradert; children, Tami 
Gradert, Geneseo, and Paul Gradert, Atkinson; 
grandson, Zac Gradert; and brothers, Wayne 
(Ruth) Gradert, Geneseo, and Marvin (Donna) 
Gradert, Geneseo.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Virgil 
and Velda Gradert.
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Funeral Service
Thursday, May 19, 2022 | 1:00 p.m.

Vandemore Funeral Home
Geneseo, IL

Officiant
Deacon Michael Sigwalt

Eternal Resting Place
Liberty Cemetery
Rural Atkinson, IL

Casket Bearers
Zac Gradert
Jon Gradert
Randy Sears

Donald Reiling
Rick Mills
Jay Sears
Craig Mills

Memorials May Be Directed To
Atkinson Fire Department
103 West Center Street

Atkinson, IL  61235

(Or The Charity Of Donor's Choice)

God Made A Farmer

And on the 8th day, God looked down on his planned paradise and 
said, I need a caretaker.
So God Made a Farmer.

God said, I need somebody strong enough to clear trees and heave 
bales, yet gentle enough to tame lambs and wean pigs and tend the 

pink combed pullets, who will stop his mower for an hour to splint the 
broken leg of a Meadow Lark.

So God Made a Farmer.
It had to be somebody who'd plow deep and straight and not cut 

corners, somebody to seed and weed, feed and breed, rake and disc, 
plow and plant, tied the fleece and strain the milk. Somebody who'd 
bale a family together with the soft, strong bonds of sharing, who'd 
laugh and then sigh, and then reply with smiling eyes when his son 

says he wants to spend his life doing what Dad does.
So God Made a Farmer.
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