
Peace Be Thine 
If we could turn back the hands of time 

The clock on the wall would say, “Peace Be Thine.” 
Peace Be Thine is what we often long for 

Peace Be Thine belongs to Uncle Ernest forevermore. 
Forevermore IS what we all seek to find. 
Forevermore comes once in a lifetime. 

For once in this lifetime, if we could lengthen our days; 
For once in this lifetime, if we just drop to our knees and pray; 

Pray that God keeps us strong and pure –  
Strong and pure as we try to endure. 

Try to endure this saddened state of mind. 
Saddened state of mind that has us joined together and combined, 

Combined as the Whitehead/Powell Family 
As we whisper, “Peace Be Thine.” 

 

Written for my family on behalf of Uncle Ernest Powell 
By Stephanie Whitehead  

__________________________________ 
 

PALL & FLORAL BEARERS 
Friends & Family 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
A friendly smile, a casual touch, 

These are the things that mean so much.  
 

To know you are with us in our time of sorrow, 
Sharing our prayers, today and tomorrow.  

 
God gives us the comfort in the form of good friends 

May His peace be with you,  His love never ends.  
__________________________________ 

 
“Although it's difficult to see beyond the sorrow, may looking back in 

memory help bring you comfort beyond tomorrow.”  
 

Heavenly Arms Family Mortuary & Cremation Service, LLC  
Management & Staff Services  

 
Entrusted to:  



Order of Service 
 

Musical Prelude………………...Heavenly Arms Family Mortuary Band 

Processional………………………………….……….. Clergy & Family

       

Selection………………………..Heavenly Arms Family Mortuary Band 

Reading of the Holy Scriptures………………Eldress Deborah Marshall 

Prayer……………………………………………...Deacon Curtis Moore 

Selection………………………..Heavenly Arms Family Mortuary Band 

Acknowledgments & Condolences………………...Sister Seirra Burgess 

Remarks………………………………Limit 3 people for 2 minutes each 

Obituary…………………………………………...Please read in Silence 

Selection………………………..Heavenly Arms Family Mortuary Band 

Eulogy……………………………………………..Pastor Preston Jordan 

     Presence Church, Rocky Mount, NC 

Mortician’s Brief 

 

Interment 
EastLawn Memorial Gardens Cemetery 

1805 Martin Luther King, Jr Drive 
Tarboro, NC 27886 

Obituary 
 

Ernest L. Powell was born November 23, 1946, to the late Mary P. 
Whitehead and Charlie Telfer in Edgecombe County. 
 
He departed his life on September 14, 2020, at Vidant Hospital in      
Tarboro, NC. 
 
Ernest was affectionately known as “Peter Gun.” He attended Conetoe 
High School. Before retiring, he worked at Glenoit Mills in Tarboro and 
had a love for all sports. 
 
He leaves to cherish his memories: one daughter, Patricia Parker       
Riddick and one son, Ashawn Burston (NaKisha); seven grandchildren, 
two sisters, Catherine Whitehead and Rachel Whitehead; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, relatives and friends. 
 
 
 

 

I’m Free 
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free. 

I’m following the path God laid for me. 
I took His Hand when I heard His Call. 

I turned my back and left it all. 
I could not stay another day –  

to laugh, to love to work to play. 
Tasks left undone must stay that way.  

I’ve found that peace at the close of the day. 
If my parting has left a void, then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss –  
ah, yes, these things, too, I will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow.  
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full, I’ve savored much –  
good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch. 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief. 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift your heart and share with me. 
God wanted me now. He set me free. 

Your Family  


