
Expression of Gratitude 

Don’t Cry For Me 



Obituary 

William Harold Thomas, was born on April 6, 1945 to the late George Thomas 
and Irene Jones Renfroe, in Tampa, Florida, where he grew up and attended 
Middleton High School. He was the youngest of five siblings-Alonzo Jones, Walter 
Glenn Thomas, Patsy Crawley, and Montague Thomas. 
 
William enlisted in the United States Army in September, 1965, where he 
proudly served in the 82nd Airborne Division (82 ABN Div.  SIG. Bn.). He served 
two years active duty in the Army and three years on standby in the Standby 
Reserves. He was awarded the Parachute Badge and the National Defense 
Service Medal. 
 
On June 4, 1967, William married the love of his life, Noritha (Bea) 
Branham. Combined, they bore a total of seven children. They remained married 
51 years until her death on March 26, 2018. He mourned her greatly and visited 
her grave weekly. 
 
William was a dedicated worker with a STELLAR work ethic. He worked 43 
years at the Shakespeare Monofilament Fishing and Tackle Company on 
Shakespeare Road in Columbia, where he was promoted to Foreman and 
supervised shifts of laborers. William only missed five days throughout his 
entire career; two for illness and three for the births of Anthony, Kevin, and 
Brian. 
 
William had an uncanny sense of humor. He could make a joke with such a 
straight face that one would think he was super-serious. It was only when he 
smiled that sly smile that one knew that he was joking. 
 
William loved sports. On any given day you could find him sitting in his recliner, 
glued to his television, watching and supporting the Atlanta Braves or the South 
Carolina Gamecocks and arguing with his grandson, William, about it all. He 
loved both men’s and women’s college sports. 
 
William also loved family. He welcomed and supported all family gatherings.  He 
also made every attempt to attend all of the children’s extracurricular activities 
that he could. He supported his kids and his grandkids. William was a dresser. 
He loved to get “cleaned up”—looking good and smelling good. He had no 
problem putting on a suit. When he put on his Steve Harvey suit and Stacey 
Adams, he knew he was sharp.  
 
Lastly, William loved the Lord. He accepted the Lord and was baptized at an 
early age at the St John Baptist Church in Tampa. He was fully aware of the 
power of prayer. He exemplified his faith and the power of a praying man, as he 
led the family’s Thanksgiving dinners with prayer year after year. Even until the 
end, he could be seen thanking God for his blessings before each meal. 
 
William was also preceded in death by his step-father, Charles Renfroe; his son, 
William Harold Thomas, Jr. (Man); his brother, Walter Glenn Thomas; and his 
cousin-brother, Richard Lundy. 
 
William leaves to cherish his memory, six children, Debra Blount (Michael), of 
Columbia, Rev. Dr. Elaine Joyner of Chicago, Illinois,  James Joyner (Joyce) of 
Shreveport, Louisiana,  Anthony Thomas (Pam) of Suffolk, Virginia, Kevin 
Thomas (Natasha) of Columbia, and Brian Thomas of Columbia.  He also leaves 
three siblings; Alonzo Jones (Vee) of Radcliff, Kentucky, Patsy Crawley of Tampa, 
Florida and Montegue Thomas of Tampa; in addition to one cousin/brother, Jay 
Lundy (Anna) of Tampa; nine grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, and a 
host of nieces, nephews, in-laws, and friends.  
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