
�e Wider Family would like to thank each of you for your 
many acts of kindness during this difficult time. May God 

continue to bless you all.

Expression Of Gratitude

Our Grandfather Kept A Garden Celebration Of LifeCelebration Of Life
Our Grandfather kept a garden,

A garden of the heart;
He planted all the good things,
�at gave our lives their start.
He turned us to the sunshine,
And encouraged us to dream:

Fostering and nurturing the seeds of self-esteem.
And then the winds and rain came,

He protected us enough;
But not too much because he knew

We would stand up strong and tough.
His constant good example,

Always taught us right from wrong;
Markers for our pathway that will last

a lifetime long.
We are our Grandfather’s garden,

We are his legacy.
�ank you Pop , we love you
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Poem Of Life
Life is but a stopping place,

A pause in what’s to be,

A resting place along the road,

to sweet eternity.

We all have different journeys,

Different paths along the way,

We all were meant to learn some things,

but never meant to stay...

Our destination is a place,

Far greater than we know.

For some the journey’s quicker,

For some the journey’s slow.

And when the journey finally ends,

We’ll claim a great reward,

And find an everlasting peace,

Together with the Lord

Preston Wider III, affectionately known as Jerry, was born in 
November 5, 1954. He was the son of the Late Preston Jr. and 
Louise Wider. Born in Hopkins, SC, he attended the public 
schools of Richland County and graduated from Lower Rich-
land High School.

He served in the United States Army. He began a career in Food 
Service and was employed at Fort Jackson, SC. He was the Proj-
ect Manager at Johnson Food Services of Fort Jackson for many 
years. In 1989, he was saved and filled with the Holy Spirit. He 
was called to preach in the early 1990s. He was the founder and 
Pastor of Rock of Refuge Ministries of Gaston, SC.

In 1990, he married Frances Jones Wider. He was the devoted 
father of three children. He loved spending time with his family 
and playing with his grandchildren. He served others with joy 
and could always be seen with a smile on his face. He loved the 
Lord and never missed a chance to share God’s word.

He was preceded in death by his father; and brothers, Alenzo and 
Roger Wider.

He leaves to cherish precious memories his wife, mother, daugh-
ter; LaShaunda Wider, sons; Jerry Preston and Anthony (Tre’cia) 
Wider, grandchildren; Daniel (Monyetta), Carey-Kateline, 
Samire, Samuel, Jerril, Khenadi, Khloe, Jaxon, Bryce, Khariah, 
and Perry, great-grandchildren; A’leeah and Amayah, brothers; 
Barry, Franklin (Rochelle) and Michael Wider, and Michael 
Robinson, sisters; Antoinette (Clarence) Gathers and Rogerlene 
(�ackery) Carter, sister in laws; Rose and Margaret Jones, a host 
of nieces, nephews, uncles, aunts and cousins.

Obituary


