
Proverbs 3:5-6 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 

In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy path.”
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Order of Service August 16, 2021 

Prelude ......................................................................................................................Soft Music

Processional ...................................................................................................Clergy & Family

Opening Song of Praise  ........................................................................... Jaccarri Woodson

Scripture Reading  ...................................................................................Elder Darrin Lyons

Prayer of Comfort   ................................................................................... Apostle John Gray 

Song ..................................................................................................................... Romane Scott
“If Heaven Weren’t So Far Away”

Slide Show  ..................................................................................................................................

Special Message   ................................................................................ Cejasia Jahcori Russell

Reflections ................................................................................... Donovan Bridgeforth 
Crystal Haskins

Dion Bartlett
Shawn Cook

Acknowledgements ............................................................................ Michelle Gray Bradley

Song ..................................................................................................................... Romane Scott

Message of Hope ..................................................................................Rev. Valerie Matthews

Recessional  .....................................................................................Clergy, Family & Friends

INTERMENT
Williamsburg Memorial Park Cemetery 

130 King William Drive, Williamsburg VA



Reunited
Diamanté has been reunited with the love of his life

Never again will he have to worry about any confusion or strife

Welcomed at the gates by his precious baby girl

They no longer have the concerns of this sin-filled world

Rest on in paradise with the Lord, Our Savior

Know that we will miss you so and our love for you will never waiver

Lovingly Submitted by
Angel Washington

A Poem from Dad
Although we seem so far apart

Son, you’re always in our heart.

You filled our lives with so much joy

To us you were our precious boy.

A little while shall pass and then

We will see each other, once again.

Loved, remembered and held so dear

In hearts and minds Son…

You’re always near.

Love Always, Dad

Son, I wish I could wake up and see you standing there. 
Then I would know that it was just a nightmare.

Son, I remember when you were small and how you would 
hold my hand, and as you grew older how 

you became my best friend.

Son, I have 22 years of memories that I will treasure and 
keep safe in my heart. We share a bond that time and 

distance can never break apart.

Son, oh how my heart aches so.  
I would love to have you back and never let you go.

Son, where there was once happiness, now there is sadness.

Son, how I long to hear your voice and see 
your beautiful smile and have you back for just a little while.

Son, until that day that I see you again, I will look to the sky 
and search among the stars for my son and my best friend.

Love Always, Mom

A  Poem from Mom 



OBITUARY

Diamante’ Melik Brown, affectionately known as “D”, was born on December 
16, 1998, to Tina Brown and Preston Graves Jr. On Sunday, August 8, 2021, 
God picked a beautiful flower to begin a beautiful journey in heaven.

Diamante’ was a young man that was very well-known in the Williamsburg and York 
County communities. To know him was definitely to love him. Although the odds were 
against him as a black male growing up in Highland Park, he accomplished much in 
his twenty-two years. At the age of six, he found a love for basketball and played for 
the NBL, AAU, Lafayette High school, and Jamestown High school teams. In his senior 
year at Jamestown, he helped his team to go to the state championship. He was very 
proud of this accomplishment. Diamante’ graduated from Jamestown High School and 
continued his basketball career at Chowan University.

Although he loved basketball, his greatest loves were his beautiful mother and daughter. 
On July 13, 2020, his beloved daughter Ja’Ahni Cejai Brown was born to Diamante’ and 
Cejaisa Jahcori Russell. He loved his daughter immensely and was an excellent father to 
her until she departed this life on December 5, 2020. Diamante’ also had a great love for 
his family, especially his grandmothers.  His presence will be sorely missed by his family 
and all who knew and loved him.

He is forever loved and survived by his mother, Tina Brown; father, Preston Graves 
Jr.; bonus dad, Marlon Hamilton; grandparents, Gloria Brown, Calvin Harris (Debra), 
Justina Tyler (Quinton), Preston Graves Sr. (Charlene), and Joel Crump (LaSonia); 
maternal great-grandmother, Hallis Brown; siblings, Jaylin Horne, Daryan Hawkins, 
Jaylen and Prynceton Graves, Ayden Saunders, Predasia, Jemaica, Prescious, and Jermani 
Graves; aunts, Shanise Gray (Mel), Raquel Harris, Shannon Graves, and Jowanna Crump; 
uncles, Marlon Brown and Gary Crump; godparents, Cheryl Parrot and Mitchell Tyler; 
nephew, Xailyn Cunningham; a host of special brothers, sisters, cousins, other relatives, 
and friends.




