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A Message from Charles’s Family 
 

His Journey’s Just Begun 
By Ellen Brenneman  

 

Don’t think of him as gone away 
his journey’s just begun, 
life holds so many facets 

this earth is only one. 
Just think of him as resting 

from the sorrows and the tears 
in a place of warmth and comfort 
where there are no days and years. 
Think of how he must be wishing 

that we could know today 
how nothing but our sadness  

can really pass away. 
And think of him as living  

in the hearts of those he touched… 
for nothing loved is ever lost 
and he was loved so much. 

 

Pallbearers 
Nephews and Grandsons 

 

Flower Bearers 
Nieces 
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Celebrating 
Life of 

the 

Charles H. 
Gray 

March 20, 1953 – June 5, 2019 

 
Homegoing Service 

12:00 noon 
Saturday, June 15, 2019 

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church 
4002 Ironbound Road 

Williamsburg, VA 23188 
 

Dr. Ronald A. Ellis, Pastor  
Officiating/Eulogist 

 



 
 

Life Reflections of Charles Henry Gray … 
 

 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: Henceforth, there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day: 

and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.  
II Timothy 4:6-7 

 

Charles Henry Gray, of 5541 Belle Pond Drive, North 
Chesterfield, Virginia 23234 departed this life at Chippenham 
Hospital, Richmond, Virginia on June 5, 2019. Charles was 
born on March 20, 1953, to the late Thelma and Herman 
Henry Gray, of Williamsburg, Virginia.  

 

He was educated in the Williamsburg-James City County 
Public Schools, graduating from James Blair High School with 
the Class of 1971.  He continued his education receiving a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree from Virginia Union University and 
a Master of Education in Educational Administration 
Supervision from Virginia State University.  He was a devoted 
educator for over forty years.  He worked at Beaumont 
Detention Center as a classroom teacher, providing a positive 
influence for many troubled teens, and eventually worked his 
way up to Assistant Principal.  Charles was well-known in the 
community, often being stopped by former students who 
praised his mentorship and listed him as an inspiration to 
change their lives for the better.  Later in life, he decided to 
change career paths to work with kids with disabilities and 
went back to school to earn a special education teaching 
certification. Charles was known to never miss work, showing 
up day after day even during his radiation and chemotherapy 
treatments, until finally, his doctor insisted he stay home to 
focus on his health. 

 

He was a loving father to two daughters and a grandfather 
to three grandsons. Everyone that knew Charles knew how 
much he enjoyed sports.  He was a star football player in high 
school and college and was also passionate about 
basketball.  During his time off from work, he enjoyed 
relaxing on the couch and watching almost any competitive 
sport. If it was on ESPN, he was a fan.  He also learned to 
love soccer from his two older grandsons who are active  

 
 
 
 

 
participants.  One of Charles’s favorite hobbies was gardening 
around his home.  He enjoyed the beauty of nature. His 
daughters have many lovely memories with their father 
visiting parks, beaches, lakes, and outdoor festivals. 
 

Charles leaves to cherish fond memories with his 
precious children, Chanel Zelaya, of Dumfries, VA, and 
Celeste Gray, of Washington, D.C.; loving and devoted 
former wife, Geneva Gray, of Germantown, MD; grandsons 
(the joys of his life) Christian and Nicholas Zelaya, and 
Zacarías Barrera, all of Dumfries, VA; brothers, Randy Gray 
(Patricia), of Hampton, VA, Terry Gray, of Williamsburg, VA, 
Larry Gray (Tracey), of Dinwiddie, VA, Tony Gray 
(Michelle), of Newport News, VA, and Ron Gray, of 
Newport News, VA; sisters, Dolly Gray Crews, of Virginia 
Beach, VA, Jeannie Wallace, of Williamsburg, VA, Thelma 
Amos (John), of Hampton, VA, Audrey Gray, of 
Williamsburg, VA, Wanda Long (Donald), of Virginia Beach, 
VA, Tina Henderson (Alphy), of New Kent, VA, and Hope 
Gray, of Newport News, VA; aunts, Cora Jones, of Newport 
News, VA and Louise Holmes, of Williamsburg, VA; uncle, 
Frank Gray, of Newport News, VA; many treasured nephews, 
nieces, cousins and friends. 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Order of Service 
 

Dr. Ronald A. Ellis, Pastor 
 

The Processional ....................... Clergy, Family, and Friends 
 
Opening Selection .............................................. Greg Walker  

“Sending Up My Timber” 
 
Scripture Reading 
       Old Testament ................... Prophetess Valerie Holmes 
       New Testament ........................... Minister Patricia Gray 
 
Prayer of Comfort ..................... Dr. Ronald A. Ellis, Pastor 
 
Choir Selection ............................... “Take Me To The King” 
 
Acknowledgements ....................... Whiting’s Funeral Home 
 
Reflections ............................................ (Two Minutes Please) 

Larry Gray 
Waverly Tillar 

Marion W. Smith 
Family and Friends 

 
Solo of Comfort  ...................................................  Tony Gray 

“Ups and Downs” 
 
Eulogy  ........................................ Dr. Ronald A. Ellis, Pastor 
 
Choir Selection  ....................................... “Don’t Cry for Me” 
 
The Recessional  ....................... Clergy, Family, and Friends 
 

INTERMENT 
w/ Military Honors 

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church Cemetery 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

 
REPASS 

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church Fellowship Hall 
 


