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To My Loving Husband
The moment that you died, my heart was torn in two 

One side filled with heartache, the other died with you.

I often lie awake at night, when the world is fast asleep, 

And take a walk down memory lane, with tears upon my cheeks. 

Remembering you is easy, I do it every day,

But missing you is a heartache that never goes away.

I hold you tightly within my heart, and there you will remain

Until the joyous day arrives, that we will meet again.

Your Devoted Wife,

“Lou”

We Love You
You didn’t die just recently, you died some time ago,

Although your body stayed a while and didn’t really know,

For you struggled with dementia, you failed to comprehend.

Your body went on living, but your mind had reached its end.

So we’ve already said, “Good-bye,” to the person we once knew,

The person whom we truly loved, the person who was “you,”

And so, when we remember, we’ll think of all the rest.

We’ll concentrate on earlier and remember all the best.

We think of you as yesterday, when you were fit and well,

And when we’re asked about you, it’s those things that we’ll tell.

And so, we meet in remembrance of a mind so fit and true.

We’re here to pay our last respects and say that “We love you.”

From Your Children

Sunrise
November 22, 1932

Sunset
January 14, 2021
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Reflections of a Life Well-Lived
MiltoN MorriS MathiS, Sr., was born on November 22, 
1932, in Cotton Plant, Arkansas, to Milton John and Alice Elizabeth 
Mathis. He was the 12th of 14 children. After a long battle with 
dementia and suffering a broken hip on New Year’s Day, God called 
him home on January 14, 2021, with his oldest granddaughter, 
Eshon, by his side.  

Milton found Christ at an early age attending New Home Baptist 
Church in Howell, Arkansas. Upon moving to St. Louis, Milton 
joined Antioch Baptist Church under the leadership of Pastor 
William Collins, Jr., and attended Sunday School with Ms. Coleman.  

Growing up, Milton was the only boy with 11 sisters, as his two 
brothers died young. He was spoiled by his sisters, who all lovingly 
referred to him as “Brother.” Milton graduated from Brinkley 
Mary Anderson High School in Brinkley, Arkansas. He attended 
college in Pine Bluff, Arkansas before enlisting in the United States 
Air Force. There, Milton spent time in Texas and New Mexico and 
obtained the rank of Staff Sergeant. Milton later earned an Associate 
in Arts degree from Forest Park Community College and a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Webster College. He worked for the U.S. Army 
Aviation Systems Command on Goodfellow Blvd. in St. Louis, MO 
as a Technical Manual Writer/Editor. He retired after a career of 
over 20 years.  

Milton relocated to St. Louis, MO in 1953, where he met the 
love of his life, Alice Louise Davis, whom he lovingly referred to 
as “Lou.” The two were married on June 29, 1960, and shared six 
children. His oldest son, Dennis Van Doren Mathis, and oldest 
daughter, Bernadette Mathis, preceded him in death. Milton and 
Alice enjoyed traveling, fishing, going to dances, playing cards, and 
watching baseball.  

Throughout his life, Milton enjoyed watching and playing sports. 
He was an avid softball player, often organizing family games, 
playing in local leagues, and even playing on a co-ed team with his 
two youngest children, Nita and Milton Jr., until his late sixties. 
He was also a competitive bowler, participating in several leagues 
winning multiple tournament awards.  

He was a wonderful family man, known as everyone’s favorite 
uncle, and a friend to everyone he encountered. He was a member 
of the Town and Country Social club, well known for their dances 
and annual picnics held at Tillies Park. He was a regular patron of 
the Casablanca/Starz Lounge, known for his mild manner and kind 
spirit.  

Milton was a comedian at heart, often giving quick-witted, joking 
responses even during his latter struggles with dementia. While 
we will sincerely miss his warm spirit, funny demeanor, and 
unconditional love, we are truly thankful for the 88 wonderful 
years that God allowed him to spend on this earth.  

Milton leaves to cherish his memory: his loving wife of over 60 
years, Alice Louise Mathis; sons, Jerry Hughes, Sr., (Pamela) and 
Milton Mathis, Jr.; daughters, Kimberly Mathis and Alice “Nita” 
Henderson; three sisters, Hazel Meriwether (James), Ruth Bostic, 
and Oralesper McNeal; 11 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; 
and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.  

Precious Memories Order of Service
Processional

Selection .......... “Precious Lord”..........Dr. Erral Wayne Evans

Scriptures .................................................. Rev. Desiree Davis
     Old Testament ...................................................... Psalm 23
     New Testament ........................................ II Timothy 4:7–8

Prayer .................................................. Bishop Larry J. Baylor

Acknowledgements & Church Resolution ......... Church Clerk

Selection ......... “Take Me to the King”........Rev. Alycia Ruffin

Life Reflections  ........................Read Silently with Soft Music

Moments of Reflection ............................ Two Minutes, Please     
     Donnell Lee ............................................................ Cousin
     Gretchen Murray .................................................Neighbor
     Eshon Everett ............................................. Granddaughter

Selection ..... “I Won’t Complain”.....Rev. James Miller, Nephew

Eulogy .................................Rev. Dr. F. Delano R. Benson, Jr.

Dismissal

Recessional

Interment
JefferSoN BarraCkS NatioNal CeMetery

2900 Sheridan Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63125


