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Let ter From Momma
Hey, Reekie Poo,

Wha’d up, dude? I know you know today is your “Celebration 
of Life” service, but I’ve been celebrating your life since day 

one. Maaannn… you came into this world with your face up 
and eyes open. You’ve always been talkative and a busybody, 

constantly moving around like a hummingbird. We knew the best 
punishment for you was to make you sit in the corner and stare at 
the wall. As a growing young man, you were STILL talkative and 

your need to keep moving never stopped. With your faults and 
flaws, I have always and will always be proud of you. Our long 
talks, arguments, laughter, movie nights, and car concerts will 

continue after this today. I’m thankful that your dad and I got to 
talk to you an hour before all THAT happened. I know this letter 

is all over the place, but so what?
Ok, Tariq, here’s the thing: remember on one of our drives home, I 
told you that whenever I see a cardinal, it’s my sign that Momma/
Grandma is with me at that time. Well, I told God that whenever 
I see a hummingbird, I know that you are with me at that time. 

Soooo… guess what? I saw a hummingbird after I made that 
request. Ain’t God good… lol…

I miss you, SON!!!! I miss you so much that my breath is taken 
from me. There’s only so many deep breaths I can take before it all 
comes pouring out. But I will continue to take those deep breaths, 

I’ll continue to lean not to my own understanding, I’ll continue 
to pray, and I’ll continue to move forward and praise my way 

through this continuous sorrow. It’s going to be hard not hearing 
your voice, receiving your hugs, kisses, and “good morning, good 
night” text messages. I don’t know why we were chosen to run this 
race, but I will run it with God’s Holy Spirit flowing through me.

I’m so thankful that God allowed us to borrow and love on you for 
this short time. We’ll hold your sister and brother up through this 
journey, and your dad and I will hold each other up. And if/when 
this journey gets rough, we’ve got a tribe to help us through this. I 

love you, Tariq, and I’ll see and talk to you in my dreams.
Oh, and tell Momma and your granddaddy we all said hi and we 

miss them.
I love you forever!!

Momma/Ma

P.S. Just make sure you smile when you see us in that Hellcat or 
Trackhawk… lol (inside joke) 

Tariq L.
Redden

Mr.



Precious MemoriesLife Reflections
Tariq LaVan Redden was born on 

May 5, 2002, to Tyrone and Tiffany 

Redden. His grandfather, Correnthia 

Redden, and grandmother, Gloria 

Brown, preceded him in death. 

He was dedicated back to God (Allah) at an early age. He was 

a member of both Old Landmark Temple C.O.G.I.C. and 

Mosque #28. He simply loved the “shouting music.” He would 

often say, “That shouting music gets me going!” In addition, 

he believed in the power of prayer and would often ask his 

mother to pray for and with him.

As a child, Tariq played baseball and trained in MMA (Mixed 

Martial Arts). As a teen, he was a certified lifeguard and 

successfully graduated from high school in May of 2020. He 

was known as a “sharp” dresser, a rapper, and a comedian in 

his own right. He loved fast cars, and he loved to eat! He was 

well-loved by his dog, Ali. 

On Tuesday, May 10, 2022, at approximately 11:50 PM, God 

called Tariq home to eternal rest. 

He is survived by: his beloved father, Tyrone; mother, Tiffany; 

brother, Tahj; sister, Jamira (Atlanta, GA); grandfather, David 

Brown; grandmother, Deborah Redden; and host of uncles, 

aunts, cousins, and friends.
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