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EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE


The family wishes to express sincere appreciation and gratitude for the 
many acts of kindness and sympathy shown during the illness and the 
passing of our loved one. May God bless you all. We love each of you.
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www.oliverandegglestonfuneralestablishment.com



Genesis 18:19 "For I have chosen him so that he will command his children and 
his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right 
and just..."


Deacon William Arthur Coles, Sr., affectionately known as "Doc," was born on 
May 2, 1929, to the late William and Ruby Coles in Buckingham, Virginia. 
After a heroic fight, he departed this life on December 20, 2021, at his home in 
Prospect, Virginia, surrounded by his loved ones.

Doc was raised in Buckingham County, where he also attended public schools. 
Along the way, he acquired the nickname "Doc" because of his common sense 
knowledge and experience in many areas. Like many of the men of his time, 
Doc wasn't afraid to wear many hats to provide for his growing family. He was 
a farmer, logger, builder, well-digger, mechanic, and a fearless raider of honey 
from beehives. 

Everyone knew he had two other loves in his life outside of his family. He 
loved deer hunting season, and even more, he loved serving at New Store 
Baptist Church, Buckingham, VA.  It was there he accepted Christ at an early 
age and remained a faithful member until his death. He whole-heartedly served 
New Store and other churches in various capacities throughout his life. Doc 
faithfully took up the reins as Sunday School Teacher at New Store and within 
the Sunday School Unions, Superintendent, Chairman of the Deacon Board, 
interim church leader in the absence of a pastor, and member of the Prince 
Edward County Deacon’s Union.

Doc was a proud veteran of the United States Army and member of the military 
VFW organization.  After bravely serving his country in the Korean War, he 
received an honorable discharge before returning home to his first wife, the late 
Evelyn Brightwell Coles.  After her untimely death, he met and married the late 
Nellie Brown Coles.  

Doc's role as an instructive father to his 12 children extended to his grand and 
great-grandchildren, as well as, the children within the community. He taught 
them to keep the way of the Lord by doing what was right and what was just. 
He showed them what hard work and dedication to home and family meant. He 
instilled the importance of education into them, sending 10 of 12 children to 
college. He always faced life’s adversities with resilience, strength, and a smile.       

Deacon Coles was preceded in death by his wives, Evelyn and Nellie Coles; 
daughter Dale Hicks; sons-in-law, Jeffrey Norman and Howard Hicks; 4 
grandchildren and 11 siblings.  

He leaves many loved ones to cherish precious memories. His children: 
Dorothy Irene (Larry) Barksdale, Ronald (Karen) Coles, Larry (Beverly) Coles, 
Cynthia Diane (John) Smith, Gerald (Sannette) Coles, Carl (Elaine) Coles, 
Audrey Norman, Andrew "Andy" Chambers, William "Buck" (Sybil) Coles, Jr., 
Isaiah "Zeke" Chambers, and Irma (Sylvain) Exantus. He also leaves a host of 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, friends, and a 
Godson, Bob English. 


OBITUARYORDER OF SERVICE

Prelude———-——————————————————————————Rev. Timothy Woodson


Processional—————————————————————————————-—-Clergy & Family


Scripture Reading—————————————————-—————Rev. Thomas Tillerson


	 Old Testament————————-——Psalms 23


	 New Testament-------Romans 8:35, 37-39


Prayer of Comfort—————————————————————————Rev. Leon Jackson


Musical Selection


Acknowledgements———————————————————New Store Church Clerk


Eulogy———————————————————————————-——Rev. Timothy Woodson


	 	 	 	 	 	       Rev. Lloyd Feggans


Presentation of Military Honors


- Internment -


New Store Baptist Church Cemetery


9637 Francisco Road, Farmville, Virginia 23901


The Family will not receive friends or have a repast due to the COVID 
pandemic. We thank you for your love and support. 




Gentle Giant

Gentle Giant has fallen 


to rise no more

A Gentle Giant has made it 

to heaven celestial shores


A Gentle Giant has paid his dues

And bid this world A goodbye

A Gentle Giant has fallen and


I dare not question why


A Gentle Giant he was to many:

A confidant and a friend


Often a helping hand he’d lend

A Gentle Giant has left us here all alone


A Gentle Giant has made it to his eternal home


A Gentle Giant has made an impact

On all of our lives


And now our hearts are sore

A Gentle Giant has left this world


To walk with us no more


A Gentle Giant Is gone

And our eyes are full of tears


A Gentle Giant has left us

And we thank him for the years


A Gentle Giant, a man among men

Goodbye Gentle Giant


the community has lost a dear friend. 

~Yvonne Bridgeforth
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