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visits, prayers, and all other acts of kindness shown to us.  A special 
appreciation goes out to James River Home Health & Hospice of 

Farmville, Virginia.  
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Obituary 
 

Shirley Braxter Jackson gained her wings on July 16, 2021, while asleep in 
her daughter's home. Despite becoming ill at the young age of 21, she was 
always a proud mother, grandmother, sister, and aunt. Through her, we 
learned determination, strength, and resilience. She was a true fighter. Her 
joy for life and indomitable spirit kept her pushing through her illness for 
almost six decades. Those who knew her were aware of her compassionate 
spirit and her contagious smile and laughter. 
 
Mrs. Jackson was born on September 9, 1942, in Farmville, Virginia to 
the late Hugh and Annie Mabel (Webster) Braxter. However, she was 
reared by her foster family, John, and Essie Cousin, in Nottoway, Virginia 
- not far from her birthplace. At the age of 12, she committed her life to 
Christ and was baptized at First Nottoway Baptist Church in Crewe, 
Virginia. She was also educated in the public schools in Nottoway County 
up until the tenth grade. She returned to her birthplace and was 
ultimately unable to complete her education due to racial segregation. 
However, she found satisfaction in music and dance, especially tap, which 
she was exceptionally talented. Her eldest sister, Pattie Ann Jackson, would 
often affectionately refer to her as "Shirley Temple" when describing how 
"good" she was when she would trade in her shoes for a pair of tap shoes! 
 
At the age of 18, she married Clarence Jackson on October 15, 1960. With 
this union, three beautiful daughters were born: Sherry Ann Jackson, who 
preceded her in death, Phyllis Jackson-Langhorne, and Jacqueline Jackson 
Morgan (Timothy Scott Morgan), all of Farmville, Virginia. Her family 
tree grew with the addition of four grandchildren, Bryant Marquis 
Jackson, Brittany Danielle Jackson, Lauren Nicole Morgan, and Zachary 
Tyler Morgan, who all remain to carry on her legacy and cherish the 
loving memories created over the years. 

Mrs. Jackson, who was one of seven, also enjoyed many great times with 
many of her siblings, especially during her adult years. Her siblings 
consisted of Pattie Ann Jackson (John Junior Jackson), John Marshall 
Braxter (Bettye Braxter), and Mabel Jean Braxter, who all predeceased 
her, as well as Sarah Elizabeth Jennings, Carol Gee (Ronnie Gee) and 
Sampson Braxter. She also leaves behind a host of nieces and nephews 
(including great and great-great), who loved and cherished her dearly. She 
also grew fond of her many wonderful caretakers and was exceptionally 
grateful to Denise Taylor for her love and devotion over the years. 
 
Now that her illness is over, Mrs. Jackson can once again join her eldest 
daughter and older siblings. She has now traded in her wheelchair for her 
heavenly tap shoes. Though she will be missed, she will continue to dance in 
our hearts. 
 

When Jesus saw her,  
He called her over and said to  

her, “Woman, you  
are freed from  

your disability.”  
Luke 13:12 

 
Grandmother 

If roses grow in heaven, Lord 
Please pick a bunch for me 

Place them in my Grandma’s arms 
And tell her they’re from me. 

Tell her I love her and miss her 
And when she turns to smile 
Place a kiss upon her cheek 
And hold her for a while. 



 
 

 
 

Our Precious Mother 
Mom you’ve given us so much, 

Love from your heart 
And the warmth of your touch. 

The gift of life and you’re a friend to us. 
We have a very special bond which only 

Comes from God… 
I’m sure you agree. 

As children we would say, Mommy, we Love you, 
Now you’re our Mother so dear 

We love you even more with each and 
Every new year. 

If we could have chosen, 
We would have picked no other. 

Thank for you…to be our lifelong friend 
And precious Mother. 

 

 

Order of Service 
 

-Prelude………….…………………………….Deacon Perry Carrington 

-Processional………………………………………….Minister & Family 

-Hymn of Praise............................................”His Eye is on the Sparrow” 

-Scripture (Old/New Testament)................................................Ministers 

-Prayer..................................................................................................Ministers 

-Silent Reading of Obituary.......................................................Soft Music 

-Poem………........................................................Grandson Bryant Jackson 
 
-Acknowledgements ………..........................................Mrs. Katherine Lee 
 
-Celebration of Life Remarks.......................................Family & Friends 
 
-Eulogy............................................................................Pastor Leon Jackson, 
                   Zion Hill Baptist Church, Farmville, Virginia 

 
-Recessional……………………………………………Family & Friends 
 
-Postlude………………………………………Deacon Perry Carrington 

 
-Interment 

Oddfellows Cemetery 



  


