
Doris Mae Wells  
(February 22, 1921 – October 7, 2014) 
"Her children arise and call her blessed…"  

Proverbs 31:28 

 

Doris Mae Wells, born on February 22, 

1921, was the  third of eight children 

born to Fred and Harriet McCarty  

Driscoll. Upon graduation from high 

school, Doris ventured out of Sullivan 

County, Pennsylvania, to attend  

Houghton College.  She proved to be a 

committed Christian, diligent student, and outstanding athlete.  She 

was characterized by a quiet and gracious spirit, determination, and 

tenacity. 

 

During her college years, Doris attracted the attention and won the 

heart of George R. Wells, a fellow student at Houghton and eventual 

officer in the United States Navy and professor at the College.  But, 

she didn’t open her heart to George until he had accepted her Lord 

as his Savior while on a date where she left him stranded in a youth 

service where he heard and responded to the Gospel for the first 

time. 

 

Doris and George had five children; Robert, Laurie, Delores, Darlene, 

and David, all of whom love and serve Christ.  The family now in-

cludes spouses, grandchildren, and great grandchildren.  All are 

blessed by the legacy of Grandma Wells’ confidence in her Lord; 

support and encouragement of George’s ministry; quiet and behind-

the-scenes help for hurting people, and unrelenting commitment to 

serve her family.  This woman who implored the Lord to spare her life 

for sufficient time to raise her children, didn’t miss a beat until she 

launched her five into the world, opened her home to all of her grand-

children during their childhood or college years, and welcomed eight 

great grandchildren into the family. 

 

After the 1951 Houghton revival, the Lord led George to 

travel with groups of students witnessing to the revival.  This 

gave rise to the ministry of Youth in One  Accord, which 

Doris devotedly supported.  While her husband    travelled 

most weekends and summers for decades,     sharing the 

message of revival and renewal wherever they were invited, 

Doris faithfully and diligently met the needs of their family.  

This ministry, while not widely acknowledged, was instru-

mental in the spiritual and personal development of her chil-

dren. 
 

Although Doris was a career junior high school teacher who 

cared deeply for her students’ formation, she is best charac-

terized as a dedicated wife and mother.  She dreaded the 

daily commute to and from work and any social event, but    

cherished time with her family.  Even though attendance at 

her children’s athletic events ended when Rob severely in-

jured his knee during a college football game, her interest in 

and support of her children’s endeavors never waned. 
 

Doris went home to be with her Lord on Tuesday morning, 

October 7, 2014, culminating a lifetime of love and faithful-

ness as a wife and mother. She supported, encouraged, and 

served her husband until his death in 2009, and left a legacy 

in the lives of their five children, five grandchildren, and eight 

great grandchildren, who “arise up and call her blessed.” 

 
A private funeral service held on Saturday, October 18, 2014 

in the Kopler-Williams Funeral Home, 21 N. Genesee Street, 

Fillmore, NY with The Rev. G. Robert Wells, son of Mrs. 

Wells officiating, will be followed with burial in Mt. Pleasant 

Cemetery, Houghton. 


