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Willie Ann (Hudson) Thomas was born July 30, 1936, in Turley, Oklahoma to Ella Lela 
Elizabeth (Harper) and William Thomas Hudson, the eighth of nine children.  The 
youngest child passed away which left Willie as the baby of the family.  She married the 
love of her life, Roy Bedford Thomas on June 5, 1953. 
 
She was a bright spot in her parents and siblings’ lives. When she was born, she was 
already an aunt 3 times. She grew up on a farm southeast of Skiatook, Oklahoma with 
several of her nieces and nephews, who were like her brothers and sisters. She attended 
school at Skiatook. During her high school years she played different instruments in the 
school band. Later, in life she learned to play the piano and played hymns at church. 
 
Willie was a housewife & mother and worked various jobs until 1970, when her mother 
went into a nursing home. Willie became a nurse’s aide at the nursing home so she could 
remain close and provide loving care to her mother. She fell in love with the people and 
spent most of her time at the nursing home visiting even when she wasn’t working. 
 
This meaningful work inspired her to complete the education & training and in 1972 at 
36 years of age, she become a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN). When she was 54 years of 
age, she went back to school and became a Registered Nurse (RN). She continued her 
passionate career in nursing until she was 74 years old, when a shoulder injury forced 
her to retire. 
 
Willie Ann believed in and loved our Heavenly Father and our Savior, Jesus Christ. Willie 
was active in the Danville United Methodist Church. She always shared her gift of singing 
in worship services in the choir and also sang in the Russellville Community Choir until 
she became unable to do so. 
 
She was also an avid fan of the singer George Strait and attend many, many of his 
concerts, often alone.  After she retired, she volunteered at the Millsap Senior Adult 
Activity Center in Danville. 
 
Willie Ann was a blessing to all her knew her. She was a virtuous, charitable, and lovely 
woman. She loved her family and friends, deeply, and had a kind, honest and loving 
heart. Those who knew her will miss her greatly and will anxiously await the day when 
they can be reunited with her. She is in in the arms of her Savior, Jesus Christ and with 
her beloved family and friends. 
 
She was proceeded in death by her parents; a brother, seven sisters, her husband, Roy 
Thomas, and grandson Ryan Garrison. 
 
She is survived by her son Roland Bradley Thomas (Kathleen); her daughter Leann Klein; 
two grandchildren, Jim Estes and Carrie Diaz (Salvador); two great grandsons, Cory Leach 
and Skyler Garrison; a great granddaughter, Brandi Leach; and one great-great grandson, 
Rhett Leach. 
 



 

Internet Obituary and online register book may be 
found at www.humphreyfuneral.com.  You may sign 

the register book at this web site and share your 
special memories with our family.  We thank each 

of you for your expressions of love. 
The family of Willie Ann Thomas 

 

THE PLACE HE HAS PREPARED  
 
 

Let not your heart be troubled; 
You believe in God, 
Believe also in Me. 

In My Father’s house, 
Are many rooms; 
If it were not so, 

I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. 

And if I go, 
And prepare a place for you, 

I will come again, 
And receive you to Myself; 

That where I am, 
There you may be also. 

 
John 14:1-3 

 

 
 

In Loving Memory 
 

Willie Ann Thomas 
 

Date & Place of Birth 
July 30, 1936 

Turley, Oklahoma 
 

Date & Place of Death 
May 1, 2021 

Little Rock, Arkansas 
 

 
Funeral Service  

2:00 PM, Thursday 
May 6, 2021 

Danville United Methodist Church 
 

Officiating 
Rev. Thomas Sullinger 

 
Pallbearers 

David Thomas, Bill Turner, Danny Johnson, 
Jason Cleek, Salvador Diaz & Michael Williams 

 
Honorary Pallbearers 

Erin Ireland, William Lee & Steve Lee 
 

 Interment 
Macedonia Cemetery 
Danville, Arkansas 


