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Bettye Barton, 86, of Dover, passed peacefully on Tuesday, December 29, 
2020 from the Stella Manor Nursing Home in Russellville.  The daughter of 
Robert and Ruby (Trantham) Wilson, she was born December 3, 1934 in the 
Silex Community.  She developed a love for music and began playing the 
piano at her home church at the age of 5.  

She was a 1951 graduate of Dover High School, after which she married the 
love of her life, A.G. Barton, on August 24, 1951.  Thus, began their 69-year 
partnership of living and loving, of growing a family and a business whose 
roots in the community of Dover and the Arkansas River Valley are ongoing. 

Sons, Dale and Boyd, were born in the 1950’s, which resulted in Bettye 
playing a major role in the entertainment and upbringing of an entire tribe of 
young people from Dover and its surroundings.  One of Boyd’s childhood 
friends commented, “I am confident that I have eaten more pecan and 
chocolate pies at Mom Barton’s table than either of her boys.”  She took 
great pride in knowing that her life-long love of country and gospel music 
was passed on to her children and grandchildren. 

Betty, along with A.G., founded the Dover Supermarket in 1978.  Together 
they invested extensively in their hometown, leading by example in the 
quality of their business ventures, which included the New Dover Shopping 
Center located on Highway 7 North.  Bettye took a special interest in seeing 
the completion of Millard-Henry’s Dover Clinic.  Bettye encouraged her 
community and her son, Dr. Dale Barton, to ensure that the medical needs of 
the families in the Northern parts of Pope County were met with the same 
high-quality standards available in larger communities.        

She volunteered for many years and in every program of the Dover Public 
Schools, supported the Dover Chamber of Commerce, Dover’s Economic 
Development Grants programs, and the Annual Ozark Memories Days.  

She treasured spending time with her grandchildren and found great joy that 
her lifelong love of music was passed on to both her children and 
grandchildren. 

Survivors include her husband of 69 years, A.G. Barton, two sons, Dr. Dale 
Barton and wife Pam and Boyd Barton and wife Fe, all of Dover; six 
grandchildren, Shelle and Jason Stormoe, Daniel and Jennifer Barton, 
Jeanifer Metz and Grant, Chrystal Davis and Hugh, Chasity Williams, and 
David Barton; grandchild of the heart, April Petite; and 10 great-
grandchildren; and numerous extended family members. 

 



 

II Timothy 4: 6-8 
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and 
the time for my departure is near. 7 I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now 
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and 
not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing. 
 

Proverbs 31: 10-31 
10 [b]A wife of noble character who can find?  She is worth far 
more than rubies. 11 Her husband has full confidence in 
her and lacks nothing of value. 12 She brings him good, not 
harm, all the days of her life.  13 She selects wool and flax and 
works with eager hands. 14 She is like the merchant ships, 
bringing her food from afar. 15 She gets up while it is still 
night; she provides food for her family and portions for her 
female servants.  16 She considers a field and buys it; out of 
her earnings she plants a vineyard.  17 She sets about her work 
vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. 18 She sees that 
her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at 
night. 19 In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the 
spindle with her fingers. 20 She opens her arms to the poor and 
extends her hands to the needy. 21 When it snows, she has no 
fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet. 
22 She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen 
and purple. 23 Her husband is respected at the city gate, where 
he takes his seat among the elders of the land. 24 She makes 
linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants 
with sashes. 25 She is clothed with strength and dignity; she 
can laugh at the days to come. 26 She speaks with wisdom, and 
faithful instruction is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the 
affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
28 Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, 
and he praises her: 29 “Many women do noble things, but you 
surpass them all.” 30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is 
fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 
31 Honor her for all that her hands have done, and let her 
works bring her praise at the city gate. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
In Loving Memory 

 

Bettye Barton 
 

Date & Place of Birth 
December 3rd, 1934 

Silex Community, Arkansas 
 

Date & Place of Death 
December 29th, 2020 
Russellville, Arkansas 

 

 
Funeral Service  

10:00 AM, Saturday 
January 2nd, 2021 

Rest Haven Memorial Park 
Russellville, Arkansas 

 
Officiating 

Jim bob Humphrey 
 

Honorary Pallbearers 
Nephews 

 
 Interment 

Rest Haven Memorial Park 
Russellville, Arkansas 


