




 

 
Sister Evelyn Thomas Griffin, a founding member of Unity Faith Missionary Baptist Church of Naples, Florida, will 
always be remembered for her beauty, grace, elegance and loving personality.  
 
The beloved mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, and friend went home to be with the Lord on Monday, Sept. 21, at 
her home in Tampa, Florida. 
  
Her life journey began on August 11, 1925 in Newville, Alabama. She was the oldest daughter of Neal and Naomi 
Thomas. 
  
While growing up in Newville, she attended the Rosenwald School. As a young woman, she moved to Dothan, 
Alabama. 
  
In 1950, she married Irvin (Earl) Griffin and this union produced four children – Thomas Larry, Dianne, Phillip and 
Grace. She also helped to raise her stepson, John Earl. 
  
Better employment opportunities led them to move from Dothan to Naples in 1961. There, they were blessed with 
domestic employment that allowed them to build a home for their children and provide a good living for them. 
  
When Unity Faith Missionary Baptist Church was founded in 1981, Sister Griffin was one of the 13 original 
founding members. As a member, she served for many years as a faithful usher, greeting members with a sweet 
smile and dutifully serving the church with gentleness, kindness and patience. 
  
She also served for many years as a deaconess and was diligent in preparing the Communion elements and 
table. A wonderful cook, she also provided many delicious dishes during the church’s initial start as well as over 
the years for many anniversaries and other special events. 
  
In 2006, she and her sister, Josephine, and brother, Willie, moved back to Dothan and resided there for seven 
years. While there, she was a faithful member of New Bethel Baptist Church and participated in the women’s 
ministry. 
  
Following the passing of her brother, Willie, and son, Phillip, she moved to Tampa, Florida to reside with her 
daughter, Dianne and son-in-law David. After moving to Tampa, she shared many wonderful moments with her 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, which included watching classic Disney animated movies. 
  
She had an infectious, easy laugh that warmed the heart, especially when she was in the presence of her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
  
Her elegant dressing style, sophistication and sweet personality made her one of the most admired women in any 
setting. 
  
She spoke softly with wisdom and faithful instruction was on her tongue. She was the epitome of the Proverbs 31 
woman: She was clothed with strength and dignity. 
  
Sister Griffin was preceded in death by her parents, husband, sons Thomas Larry and Phillip, stepson John Earl, 
brothers, Willie Lee Thomas and James “Jim’’ Thomas and sister, Josephine Griffin.  
  
She is survived by her daughters: Dianne Rowles (David) and Grace Griffin of Tampa; grandchildren: Teresha 
Ellerson (Gary) of Lutz, Cleveland Alexander of Tampa, Tamara Monoc (Steve) of Valrico, Jamie Coney (Charles) 
of Riverview, Jermila Griffin of Tampa, Jernae Brice of Tampa and Tevin Anthony of Tampa; great grandchildren, 
ShaLisa Tyler (Larry), Garrick Monoc, Caitlyn Monoc, Kendrick Monoc, Destanie Walker, Jaliah Walker, Rahiem 
Alexander, Malik Alexander, Diarra Davis, Caaden Coney, Madison Woods, Cynthia Ellerson, Isaiah Ellerson; 
great-great grandsons Jakori Tyler, Jaxson Tyler and Zion Tyler; brother, Western Carolina “W.C.’’ Thomas of 
Pensacola, Florida; and sister, Mary Kimble of Huntsville, Alabama; and a host of nieces and nephews, other 
relatives and friends. 
  





 

 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine 
O what a foretaste of glory divine 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God 

I'm born of his Spirit and washed in his blood 

 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight 

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight 

Angels descending bring from above 

Echoes of mercy and whispers of love 

 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest 

I in my Savior am happy and blessed 

You know I'm watching and waiting, I'm looking above 

Filled with His goodness and I'm lost in his love 

This is my, I know that this is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

 

 







We the family and loved ones of Evelyn Thomas Griffin 
wish to express our heartfelt appreciation to each of 
you for your many acts of loving-kindness shown during 
this time of bereavement. May God’s richest blessing 
be upon you. 
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