
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cartaveta Rochelle Belcher Thames 
 

       Sunrise                                                                  Sunset 

January 24, 1967                                                     April 8, 2020  

 

Wednesday, April 15, 2020 
1:00 o’clock p.m.  Celebration Service 

Steven Lyons Funeral Home  

1515 New Bern Avenue, Raleigh, NC   27610 

Reverend Dr. Joe L. Stevenson, D. Min., Officiating  

 



 

The Order of Service 
The Reverend Dr. Joe L. Stevenson, Officiating 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 

 

PRAYER OF COMFORT 

 

 

SILENT READING OF OBITUARY 

 

 

MUSICAL SELECTION 

 

 

WORDS OF COMFORT 

 

 

COMMITTAL 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

Final Resting Place 

Carolina Biblical Gardens 

Creech Road - Garner, North Carolina 

 
*For your safety, please turn on headlights while en route to cemetery 
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The Obituary 
 

Cartaveta Rochelle Belcher Thames, the daughter of Viola G. Belcher and the late Willie S. Belcher, 

Jr., transitioned to be with the Lord on April 8, 2020, at the age of 53.  

 

Born in Plymouth, North Carolina, on January 24, 1967, Cartaveta was the first born and took her role 

as the oldest of four to heart. Whenever a situation arose, she was there to protect her siblings. At a 

young age, she was wise beyond her years. Her wisdom gave her great determination and a diligent work 

ethic.  Her inherent ability and strong will served her well.  She learned to manage money in high school 

as a student bus driver and as a cashier at A&P, the local grocery store.  She enjoyed playing the clarinet 

in the marching band and was her Senior Class Treasurer. She graduated from Plymouth High School 

in 1985. 

 

Cartaveta was taught the importance of her faith and obtaining an education. She was an accomplished 

and detailed oriented professional. Her God-given talents in problem solving and financial management 

led to her obtaining her Bachelor of Arts in Business Management from North Carolina State University 

in Raleigh, NC. After graduating in 1990, she pursued post educational development courses through the 

State of NC Office of State Personnel Human Resource Development and Learning Center.  

 

At an early age, Cartaveta joined Solid Rock True Standard Holiness Church. She loved the Lord and 

reflected His love through her service to others. As a dedicated member of Macedonia New Life Church 

since 2000 she served as an usher and was instrumental in the Women’s Ministry. Delighted to walk in 

her gifted area, she served as Vice President and President of the Ushers’ Ministry. She served on the 

Sacred Sisters Ministry and taught Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. Cartaveta had such a heart 

to serve that she was always willing to lend a helping hand in any capacity wherever she was needed. 

She found solace in her favorite scripture, Jeremiah 29:11 - “For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

 

After a few years of service as a customer service manager and operations manager, Cartaveta obtained 

employment in banking, where she would spend her professional career. Starting as a Corporate Service 

Clerk at First Citizens Bank in 1994, she quickly advanced to Adjuster II.  Her financial management 

and expertise led her to Wachovia/First Union in 2007, where over 10 years she advanced through the 

ranks from an Adjuster II, to Operations Team Leader II, to Senior Associate and Late Stage Loss 

Mitigations Workout Specialist II. Cartaveta was consistently a top performer by maintaining an overall 

Exceeds Management By Objectives (MBO) status.  

 

After changes in the financial industry, Cartaveta worked as a Human Resource New Hire Coach for 

three years at Barclays Capital/HomEq Servicing.  She facilitated the new hire training program and 

continued educational training in Raleigh, NC, Boone, NC and Sacramento, CA. She then transitioned 

to their Loss Mitigation Department for 11 years. She was selected to participate in the Leadership 

Development Program that offered training with upper management. Cartaveta continued employment 

with Wells Fargo Home Mortgage for the past nine years where she served as a Bankruptcy Analyst I 

(Trainer & Member Engagement) and advanced to Bankruptcy Analyst I (Change Management Team). 

She was recognized for her management capabilities and worked in the Diverse Mentoring Program.  

She was acknowledged with numerous outstanding achievement awards for providing excellent service. 

 

 



 
 

 

She enjoyed traveling for many years with her mother and spending time with her family. Cartaveta was 

consistent, fair and direct to the point, always desiring to help. With the rest of her life ahead of her, she 

filled a need and chose to raise her sister’s children in 2003, becoming a single mother of two babies, 

demonstrating her selflessness.  With the support of her family, God strengthened her to provide a loving 

and nurturing home and for the needs of “her children”.  

 

In 2010, Cartaveta met her husband, Joseph “Joey” Rufus Thames, where their relationship began 

through telephone conversations and developed into an inseparable connection in 2013.  She was a 

beautiful bride as she joined with the love of her life in holy matrimony on December 17, 2017, and a 

marriage celebration on December 18, 2017.  While they had only a short time as husband and wife, they 

were inseparable and enjoyed traveling together and enjoying life to the fullest.   A devoted and loving 

wife, she would give you a schoolgirl laugh and big smile just at the mention of Joseph’s “Joey” name. 

Cartaveta joined her husband’s family shoe business and other business partnerships. As soulmates and 

life partners, the two practiced and spread the ministry of financial freedom and above all the love of 

God. Her business savvy was instrumental in building their bail bond agency for which she secured her 

license. 

  

While not on the job, she was a proven organizer for major events for family, friends and co-workers. 

Along with her husband, Cartaveta applied her expert financial skills to help many in need.  With her 

skilled mortgage knowledge, they developed and provided financial workshops and assisted in bank 

conferences to help others stay in their homes by resolving mortgage issues. Further, in service of others, 

our sister in Christ created budgeting plans to teach others money management. She shared her God-

given talents with high professional standards in conducting classes, giving presentations and with one-

on-one counseling sessions to help others during stressful financial situations and in teaching financial 

stewardship.  As a NAACP member, community service has always been vital in her life. Cartaveta, also, 

somehow found time to volunteer at the United Service Organizations (USO). 

  

Cartaveta leaves to cherish her memory her husband, Joseph “Joey” Rufus Thames;  two children, 

My’Ceir Belcher of Des Moines, Iowa, and My’Racle Belcher of Raleigh, NC; her mother, Viola G. 

Belcher of Plymouth, NC;  one sister, Romonda D. Belcher of Des Moines, Iowa; one brother, Michael 

A. Belcher (Molly) of Raleigh, NC; a host of god children; 14 nieces and nephews; eight great nieces 

and nephews; father-in-law, Truman M. Thames; one brother-in-law, Tyrone M. Thames, Sr. (Brenda) 

of Compton, California; two sisters-in law, Shellarnetta “Shell” Thames Hollis (Alan) of Apex, NC and 

Donna Pettis Thames of Fayetteville, NC; three aunts, Mary Johnson (Clifton) of Greenville, NC, Sarah 

James (General) and Delores Belcher of Plymouth, NC; three uncles, Willie Rawls (Erma Jean) of 

Chesapeake, VA, Cephus Greggs, Jr. of Plymouth, NC and Alphonso Belcher of Ahoskie, NC; a number 

of special friends who are our extended family; cousins; other relatives and friends who will greatly miss 

her. 
 

On April 8, 2020, Cartaveta’s plans on earth were completed, and she was called to be seated on the 

right hand of her Heavenly Father. She was preceded in death by her father, Willie S. Belcher, Jr.; her 

sister, Candie Belcher; her grandparents, Lula F. and Cephus Greggs, Sr. and Pauline and Willie S. 

Belcher, Sr.; her mother-in-law, Coreather B. Thames; her brother-in-law, Truman A. Thames; and a 

host of loved ones who journeyed home before her.   

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



      

 

                                             

Cartaveta my Dear, 

 

You complete me.  We truly made one together.  Oh, how I Love to 

say your name.  You are as unique and special as your name, 

Cartaveta.  I waited all my life – for a half century – for God to send 

me a wife.  I must say and give praise that when God showed up; 

God showed out by Blessing me with my WIFE, you, my beautiful 

CARTAVETA. 

 

I knew right from the start of meeting you, you were the one.  God took the time to show me how much 

of a help-mate I was graced with.  To Love and be Loved by you is a gift from Heaven.  I know that I 

know, that I am deeply Loved by my Wife.  You always say, “ You will do anything for me and I will do 

anything for you.”  We spent every day together or on the phone: I cherish and relished in every second 

of the time.  Not a day went by that we did not have special moments, which now keep the tears coming.  

I Love and miss my friend.  (My Cartaveta) 

 

Our ten years of knowing each other with the last two as Husband and Wife is a holy spiritual bond only 

given from Christ.  Cartaveta, you share your Love with everyone in a one of a kind passionate way to 

let everyone know he or she is special.  You even knew how to put some right in telling me that I was 

wrong; a truly special quality.  And, I Loved to tell and shout to people that you were my Wife.  You 

gladly accepted a path with me that not many would chose because we both believed that the Love for 

each other is above all the worldly treasures and pleasures. 

 

You brought me right into your family for which I am grateful.  I thought there was only one Angel, but 

everyone said you looked just like your Mom.  I was not a believer until I took a picture of the two of 

you two Easters past.  We share the love and joy with your family and friends to which I have you to 

thank.  Exciting parties to just moments on the beach with you and me or you, me and the family members 

are always precious. 

 

 With my family, you fit in as family from the beginning and everyone saw and knew it.  I could see my 

brother and sister were extremely happy for me because Cartaveta, you entered my Life.  My aunts, 

uncles and cousins were overjoyed that I had you. My nieces and nephews cannot stop telling me how 

much they thought of you, Aunt Cartaveta, their new Aunt. Though, they had often been saying those 

words all the time during the years of knowing you before we were married. You give caring wisdom to 

my nieces and nephews and young cousins.  At times, my nieces and nephews talked more to you than 

me; and you know I Loved it and Loved You.  Your sweet soul captures me and everyone.  Only you had 

the special way of interchanging calling me Joey and Joseph and again, you know I Loved it. 

 

Cartaveta, your smile lights me up.  And your smile radiates me and everyone in the world.  You make 

my life better.  One of my life’s special and best days is the day I met you, Cartaveta, and the day, I wed 

and married you, my Love, Cartaveta.  I thank you for Loving and Caring for me.  I know that I am a 

husband that is Loved by his Wife – Cartaveta. 

 

I Love You 

Your Husband, Joey   

 

 



 
 

New Assignment 
Cartaveta applied for a position at a company called Heaven. The president of the company was 

Jesus. When an opening came up, Jesus told one of His angels to pull her resume. And Jesus, 

himself, came down to Cartaveta in Fayetteville, NC on April 8, 2020, and interviewed her. After 

the interview, Jesus told Cartaveta that she qualified for the position. Cartaveta is now working 

for the company Three In One: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. Cartaveta 

is working for a company that has good fringe benefits with no limitations, such as 100% Joy, 

100% Peace and 100% Happiness. Cartaveta is in no more pain, won’t have to take any more 

medicine, any more shots or make any more doctor visits. Cartaveta won’t have any more 

disappointments or bad news.  This company even supplies its employees with their own 

uniforms….a long white robe, starry crown, golden slippers and beautiful wings to fly around 

Heaven. When we realized Cartaveta had accepted her position, it was comforting knowing her 

job would be easy. We truly believe Cartaveta will pass her probationary period, and her duties 

will be to walk around Heaven all day. Cartaveta will be ready to welcome the rest of her family 

and friends. Speaking on behalf of the bereaved family, as we make preparations for our interview 

we also beg you to check your resume and keep it up to date because we, too, will have the final 

interview with the Almighty God. We must check the way we are living. Are our lives pleasing and 

acceptable to God? If not, it’s time to update our resumes and make the necessary corrections 

while we are of sound mind. Cartaveta has had her interview, and she has accepted the position. 

It is up to us to accept our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Congratulations, Cartaveta, on your 

new assignment! 

The Family of Cartaveta Rochelle Belcher Thames 

 

 

Floral Bearers & Pallbearers 
Family and Friends 
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Many of us have our own personal stories with Cartaveta, but the family would be remiss not to 

mention a few of her special friends who have always been there over the years:  Carol, Dawn, 

Leslie, Meatrice, Overa, Shenita and Sonya.  God never takes without giving. Knowing that people 

can be so kind, helps us bear the pain and sorrow. Every prayer, visit, flower, planted tree, card 

and other tangible ways in which kindness was shown is greatly appreciated. We saw all of these 

as God’s love expressed through you. A special thank you to Pastor Joe L. Stevenson and the 

Macedonia New Life Church Family for the love shown to Cartaveta and our family. 
 

May God continue to richly bestow His blessings upon each of you. 
 

 
Funeral Arrangements Entrusted To: 

Steven Lyons Funeral Home 
 1515 New Bern Avenue, Raleigh, North Carolina 27610 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


