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OBITUARY  

Samuel Williamson, Jr. was born in Clinton, NC on May 22, 1943 to Samuel and Lila Williamson Sr. (both preceded him in 

death) and departed this life on September 2, 2020. He was fondly called, “Sam Jr.’, “Sammy”, and of course “Sam”. 

Samuel was the only boy and the youngest of four children. He was a handsome well-mannered boy who grew into an 

intelligent, hardworking, reserved soft-spoken perfect gentleman. He graduated Salutatorian from Sampson High School in 

1960. While in attendance he was involved in many activities e.g., Student Council, Band, Football, Debate Team, Crown & 

Scepter Club (National Honor Society). He then went on to graduate Cum Laude from North Carolina Central University 

(NCCU) where he majored in Chemistry and tutored Biology students for the University. At NCCU he played trumpet in the 

band and became a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. He was an extremely protective, kind, family-oriented man 

whose true passion for farming was instilled in him at a tender age by his parents.  

While attending NCCU in his junior year he met the love of his life Mary Spivey. Sam graduated and married Mary on 

December 27, 1964. Also, that summer Sam began his career in the Chemical Pharmaceutical Industry that spanned for 

more than forty years. He worked at American Tobacco Company in Richmond, VA during this time he completed a year of 

graduate studies in Chemistry at Virginia Commonwealth. Sam relocated his family to East Orange, NJ and worked for 

Organon. While in NJ he established his own Floor Waxing Business. During this time Sam and Mary had three children. 

Then, Sam secured a position in Greenville, NC at Burroughs Wellcome Pharmaceuticals allowing him to bring his family 

back to North Carolina. It was in Greenville where Sam demonstrated his unrelenting hardworking nature by working full-

time as a Chemist while simultaneously partnering with his father in running the family farm. While in Greenville Sam and 

Mary had their fourth and final child.  Incredibly, while there he completed multiple classes in Auto Mechanics at Pitt County 

Community College, which he put to good use throughout the years. He even found time become a Mason at the Mount 

Calvary Lodge #669 in Greenville. His last career move was to Cutter Laboratory in 1975 which allowed him to settle his 

family into their Raleigh, NC family home where he would nurture and cultivate them for the remainder of his life. He came 

to Cutter’s department of Dissolving and Filtration as the first Black Supervisor at Cutter and the department was later 

expanded into the Coagulation Dissolving Filtration Department (CDF). Sam was an exceptional Chemist he had it in his 

head and calculated using pen and paper not a calculator. He was instrumental in manufacturing product into chemical 

compounds for the sterilization of the product that then was ready to be sold for human use. He was eventually promoted 

to Project Manager where he wrote guidelines and procedures to ensure product met with license requirement for patient 

use. He also had fun with his colleagues by participating on the departments’ Intramural Basketball team. Being one of the 

few Black Pharmaceutical Chemist Sam hired a few and mentored many of the young up and coming male and female 

Chemist that worked with him. He also offered additional employment to his colleagues at work on the family farm. Sam 

went on to retire from Bayer Manufacturing Company formerly known as Cutter. 

Coming home to Raleigh placed Sam in the position to pursue his true passion, “farming”. It was on the farm where he came 

to life teaching his children, nieces, nephews, cousins and host of family and friends the value of an honest day of hard 

work. His farm became the cornerstone for employment in the community of his childhood and the land of opportunity for 

many young people that gravitated towards his unrelenting steadfast approach to the completion of a job. Sam’s farming 

endeavors allowed him to bring all of his extended family members together cementing their unbreakable family bonds. He 

was the ultimate life-skills instructor. Finally, Sam was an outstanding husband and father, he was the quintessential family 

man. He made sure to take his family on vacations every year to the beach, amusement parks and trips to his beloved 

Mary’s family home in New Jersey. Sam and Mary were known as “Frick and Frack” because they were joined at the hip for 

fifty-five years of marriage. Sam adored his wife and made it his job to make her happy. They enjoyed each other’s company, 

giggling privately all the time like they were on a perpetual first date. He was heavily involved in his children’s activities and 

sparked their competiveness by beating them in foot and bikes races where he ran backwards and circles around them. He 

was their biggest fan. His boys could hear him over all the voices in the gymnasium during wrestling matches and along the 

sidelines of the football field. He could be heard by his daughter from anywhere on the track and throughout the martial 

arts arenas as well. Finally, Sam extended his sense of family to many others. He opened his home to family and friends 

giving them the opportunity to maneuver through life’s transitions to something better. He was always willing to help 

others, give sound advice and provide a listening ear. Sam was respected and held in high regard by all that met him. 



Samuel is survived by his wife, Mary Spivey Williamson; three sons and a daughter, Todd Williamson (Ann), Tyrone 

Williamson (Adrienne), Tracy W. Sturdivant (Johnny) and Troy Williamson (Tenisha); two sisters, Barbara “Babs” Lula Fryar 

(Joseph), Mary Alice Watkins, two aunts, Altheria Smith Patton, Bessie Smith Dozier (Richard) and one uncle, Williard Smith 

Jr.; three brother-in-laws, William T. “Bill” Small, Leroy Smith, Raymond Spivey; two sister-in-laws, Ernestine Long, Doris 

Spivey; ten grandchildren, Samuel Todd Jr., Angela, Markkus, Xavier, Tyrone, Chandler, Jade, Alana, Jonaye, and Johnnason 

; five great-grandchildren, Samuel Todd III, Sa’mya , Shaun, London, Riyah and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and 

friends.  “Sam” as his wife so fondly called him was adored by so many family members and caring friends.   

Sam’s infectious smile, booming laughter, and quick wit touched the hearts of many. His wealth of knowledge, serious 

nature, brilliant mind, hardworking spirit and determined goal-oriented manner poured life into the seeds of success 

harvested by all he touched.  

Order of Service 

 

Processional 

 

Musical Selection …………………………………………………………..…“I Will Wear a Crown” 

Scripture Reading 

   Old Testament: Exodus 20:12; Psalms 23  

   New Testament: 1Thessalonians 4:13-18 …………… Minister Ivan Watkins 

 

Prayer of Comfort ………………………………..…............................... Reverend Deborah Spivey 

Musical Selection…………………”Amazing Grace”……………….……... Tyrone Williamson, Jr. 

Acknowledgments…………………………………….…………………………….…Dr. Maria Small 

Obituary (Please read silently.) 

Resolutions/Remarks 

Lifetime Friend (High School and College)…..……...…Mary Bennett

                      

North Carolina Central University Alumnae ...…………… Rod Teal 

   

Remarks ……….…....….Family and Friends (2 minutes/maximum 5 people)  

 

Musical Selection …….......……..…………….……………………..………… ”I Won’t Complain” 
 

Message of Comfort……..…………………………………. Reverend Doctor George A. Jones, Jr. 

Benediction 

Recessional…………………………………………………………………..…”Take Me to the King” 
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