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We the family of Willie Frank Adams would like to extend our deepest 
gratitude for the love shown during our time of bereavement.  Your 
thoughtfulness will always be remembered. – The family 

 

 
 

My husband Willie Adams was the best!!  He was kind considerate 
and always thinking of me.  He would do anything for anyone in the 
world if he could.  I thank the man upstairs for giving me 51 years to 
get to know and love him. Willie, you will always be in my heart!! 

Love your wife, Sandra Adams 
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Order of Service 
 
Musical Prelude…………………………………………....….……… Minister John Burg 
 

Parting View …………………………………………………………………………The Family 
 
Prayer…………………………………………..………………………………………………Pulpit 
 

Scripture ………………………….…………………………...……… Rev. Patricia H. Byrd  
Old Testament: Psalm 23 

                  New Testament: Revelation 14:13 

 
Musical Selection …………………………………………………………………..Mia Porter 

“His Eye Is On The Sparrow” 
 

Acknowledgements ……………………….……………….……………………………………… 
 

Remarks/Expressions of Love ………..……………………....……. Family & Friends  
Please limit to two minutes 

 

Reading of the Obituary …………………………………………………….Marva Gaston 
A time to reflect, pray and thank God for the life of 

Willie “Peter” Adams 

 
Musical Selection…………………………..……………….…….….. Minister John Burg   
 

Eulogy ……………………………..…………… Suffragan Bishop Michael Cooper, Sr.  
Paster of Greater Christ Temple, Lima, OH   
 

Benediction…………………….………………………..……..… Rev. William C. Roberts 
 

Recessional ………………………………………..………….Clergy, Family and Friends 
 

 

 

 

 

The Obituary 
 
Willie Frank Adams was born on January 17, 1940 in Smithville, Georgia 
to Jaroney Adams and Marie (Martin) Glenn.  He moved to Middletown, 
Ohio at an early age with his mother and sisters.  He attended Middletown 
City Schools.  
 
Willie developed a love for cooking, especially pies. He turned a negative 
into a positive when he found himself incarcerated and assigned to be a 
cook.  It was here he perfected his skills and grew to be a wonderfully 
gifted self-taught chef.  
 
Upon his release, Willie took his skills and began working for the Duff’s 
Smorgasbord Corporation. This would be the beginning of a journey that 
would take him across the country.  The owner of the Duff Corporation 
was so impressed with Willie’s skills that he offered him the opportunity 
to travel  opening new Duff’s locations throughout Ohio, Florida and 
Louisiana as the Head Chef teaching and developing new recipes. 
 
While employed at Duffs, he met the love of his life, Sandra Byrd, his wife 
of 51 years. Sandra was a devoted and loving wife.  They were a playful 
couple that loved to travel so it made it easy for Sandra to support Willie 
as they moved from location to location opening new restaurants.  
 
Sandra remained a loving, carrying and supportive wife, nursing Willie as 
his health failed and was unable to do for himself. In his final weeks, she 
remained by his side doing much of the nursing of his care herself until he 
took his last breath.  
 
Willie had a deep love for the Lord.  He gave his life to the Lord at an early 
age and loved to read his bible.  He loved to talk about his faith and 
love.  One thing he was not shy about spreading was love.  He always 
greeted you with a great big smile and hearty laughter. Making others 
smile and laugh was a signature trait that will be missed.  
 
Willie was preceded in death by both his parents, three sisters Helen Long, 
Mildred Gaston and Olamae Pearson, sister-in-law Joanne Cauley. 
 
Willie and Sandra had no children of their own, but the love of the many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, friends and life-long friends James Gates, 
Freddy Nori and great neighbor Terry Brown will carry the love and 
memories of Willie knowing that he loved them all dearly. 
 

Final Resting Place 
Woodside Cemetery 


