
Ralph Vernon Goltl, age 86, of McCook, NE passed away on          

Sunday, February 17, 2019 at Community Hospital in McCook. 
 

Ralph was born February 2, 1933 in Herndon, KS to parents Paul and 

Juanita (Buk) Goltl.  He was one of three brothers who grew up on the 

family farm near the Nebraska Kansas Border.  Ralph  attended 

school in Herndon, graduating from Herndon High School with the 

Class of 1950. 
 

In 1953, Ralph was drafted into the United States Army.  He proudly 

served his country from 1953 to 1955, during the Korean Conflict,  

before his honorable discharge.  It was also during this time that 

Ralph married his high school sweetheart and the love of his life, 

Marilyn R. (Wesch) Goltl.  The couple wed on August 28, 1953 in Ft. 

Belvoir, VA., and was blessed with two children, Steven and Sherri. 
 

After his Military Service, Ralph went to work for the Burlington 

Northern Railroad.  The railroad provided for Ralph’s family, but his 

true passion was farming and breaking and training horses which he 

had done since he was a boy and continued to do his entire life. 
 

Ralph was a member of the McCook Elks Club, the American       

Legion, and the McCook Tractor Club.  Ralph loved his family deeply 

and  enjoyed spending time with both family and friends.  He was an 

active member of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in McCook. 
 

Proceeding Ralph in death were his parents; wife, Marilyn Goltl in 

2005; grandson, Nathan Rouse; and sister in law, Dixie Goltl.  
 

Those left to celebrate his life include his children, Steven (Mary) 

Goltl of Aiken, SC and Sherri Hanak of Aurora, CO; two brothers, 

Wayne Goltl of Oberlin, KS and Roger (Beverly) Goltl of McCook; 

two grandchildren, Nicole (Shane) Morris and Justin Rouse; as well 

as two great grandchildren, Hailey and Landon Morris, many nieces, 

nephews and other extended family members and friends 



 

 

Cowboys Prayer 
 

     Oh Lord, I’ve never lived where cities grow, 
I’ve loved creation better as it stood that 

day you finished it, so long ago; and looked 
upon your work and called it good; Just let  
me live my life as I’ve begun and give me  
work that’s open to the sky, make me a  

partner to the wind and the sun, and I’ll not 
ask a life that’s soft or high. Let me be 

easy on the man that’s down, let me be fair  
and generous with all. I’m careless some- 
times, Lord, when I’m in town, but never 

let them say I’m mean or small, make me big 
 and open as the plains, as honest as the 

horse between my knees, clean as the wind 
that blows behind the rain, free as the hawk 
that circles down the breeze. Just keep an 

eye on all that’s done and said, and right me 
sometimes when I turn aside, and guide me on  
that long dim trail ahead that reaches upwards 

toward the Great Divide 

  

Memorial Contributions: 
In Ralph’s Name to be used for Cardiac Research  

through the Bryan Foundation  
c/o Carpenter Breland Funeral Home 

POB 476 
McCook, NE 69001 

 

 

In Loving Memory  
 

Ralph V. Goltl 
                                                           

Date of Birth                                          Date of Death                       

 February 2, 1933                                February 17, 2019 

 Herndon, Kansas                              McCook, Nebraska     
      

Memorial Service with Military Honors 

Thursday - February 21, 2019 - 11:00 AM 

Our Savior's  Lutheran Church - McCook, Nebraska 

Rev. Dr. Bradley J. Brauer - Officiating 
 

 Music 
Sheryl Havens - Pianist     

Kerri Unger - Soloist    “Amazing Grace” 

Congregational Hymns 
“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  “On Eagles’ Wings”   

“Spirit of God Descend Upon My Heart”  “How Great Thou Art”  

Recorded Music  
 “Life is Like a Mountain Railroad 

 

Honorary Pallbearers 

Justin Rouse            Nicole Morris          Shane Morris 

Hailey Morris          Landon Morris        Jacob Pierson 
 

Burial At A Later Date 

Memorial Park Cemetery            McCook, Nebraska 
 

Arrangements by Carpenter Breland Funeral Home 
McCook, Nebraska - www.carpenterbreland.com 


