
 

~The Life Contract~ 

The Listing ~  

Mosella Sanders Newman, constructed  on March 16, 1949, in 
Winterville, MS, the seventh of eight children by her biological parents,  
the late Charlie and Leora (Brooks) Sanders is difficult to describe in a 
brief.  In January 1957, she moved to Laurel, MS and a renovation 
began.  Mosella welcomed by her guardian parents the late Arthur and 

Rosie McClinton, immediately let her know that they were her 
parents…Daddy Johnny and Mama. Having no biological children of 
their own, Daddy Johnny and Mama, now blessed with a child, began 
showering her with all the love and affection her little body could hold.  

They lovingly and adoringly referred to her as  “Zella.”  Zella was their 
precious princess.  Oh, were their hands full parenting this precocious, 
inquisitive, and busy child!  She quickly adapted and adjusted to her 

new life.    

Now living in a Christian home, Mama and Daddy Johnny knew this blessing from God required 
church as part of her rearing.  Zella attended and became a member of the St. Elmo Missionary 
Baptist Church.  While attending St. Elmo, she participated in many aspects of Christian training 
and learning to include serving as Sunday School Secretary. 

You know the story…making history. 
Pending Contract~ 
Educated in the Laurel City School System, Zella attended Sandy Gavin Elementary School, Oak Park 

Elementary School and Oak Park Jr., Sr. High School.  She graduated with honors from Oak Park 
High School in the Class of 1967.  While attending Oak Park, she participated in many extra-
curricular activities.  She was a member of the “prided” marching & concert band, Drama club, 
Gymnastics club and Future Homemakers of America club to name a few.  Zella was loyal to the 
“Blue & White”… “The Dragons”…”Old Oak Park.”  Excitedly she would prepare and get ready to 

attend the Oak Park High School Reunion every two years.  Zella even had her husband Wayne 
attending rollcall and counted with the Class of 1967.  After high school, she furthered her education 
attending Florida A & M University (FAMU).  Oh, was she a proud “Rattler!”  

College was not in her immediate plans and so, she returned home to Laurel.  Zella began her 
working career at Commercial National Bank of Laurel, MS.  During the late 1960’s and onset of 
desegregation, she was one of the few African-Americans to be hired by the bank and the first in 
“Accounts Receivable.”   She later worked for Combined Insurance Company and Northern Electric 
Corporation (NECO).  Tiring of Laurel and seeking new horizons…heading for points unknown, Zella 

left Laurel ending up in New Orleans, LA. 

Active Sale~ 

Around 1982, she began building her life in New Orleans working temporary jobs.  Being a “Social 
Butterfly,” Zella never met a stranger and knew people from all parts of the country.  She had phone 
contacts for people in almost every state and made sure that persons in her circle had those contacts 
too.  A worrier and nurturer by nature, Zella believed that no one should ever feel alone or stranded 

in their travels.  Zella would immediately call and give whoever was traveling, a contact number for 
a “help person” in that city.  



“Mo” had many hobbies with a knack for making things pretty.  Zella loved delicate, pretty things.  
She loved creating pretty things, gardening, butterflies, and baking.  Depending on the day,  she 
engaged in all four.  A Fashionista,  Zella would often create and design the veils, head-dresses, 

bridal decor, and bouquets for brides.  She loved doting over her work and the brides, who were 
honored & blessed to wear one of her creations.  

Mosella was a benevolent and altruistic person…always thinking about someone else.  Without 

blinking, she would give her last and if she did not have it, she would convince others to give their 
last.   She loved mentoring to children and young adults.  She would take one under her wings and 
guide them through life’s ebbs and flows.  Zella carried a soft spot in her heart for the “Sunshine 
Kids” of New Orleans.  Her mentees lovingly and respectfully referred to her as Ms. Mosella or Ms. 
Mo.  Regardless to the time of day or night, family, friends, and mentees could call on Zella.  Now, if 

it was before 10 a.m., it had better be a life-or-death situation and then after the rescue, you still got 
a tongue lashing.  Mo loved meeting people and having fun. 

Her butterfly status landed her in New Orleans, LA where she met and married the love of her life, 

her soul mate…her peanut butter and jelly, Wayne L. Newman on June 7, 1986.  In 2007, she was 
blessed with another love of her life, her fur baby…a Rat Terrier she named ”Patches.”  Oh, how she 
adored and loved “Patches.”  Together Wayne, Mosella and “Patches” became an inseparable trio.  
Having no biological children, she quickly became attached to Wayne’s son Brian L. Newman.  She 
always referred to him as her son and loved him unconditionally as her own.  

Mosella’s memory was like a steel trap for remembering people, birthdays, special events, dates, and 
phone numbers.  Though late for everything but work, she hated lists and refused to use them to 
organize her day.  Their tardiness to events earned them the title of “Mo and Lasses.”   The name 

affectionately given to Mosella and Wayne by their friends and loved ones.  Mosella was so late to 
her own wedding that her guests began to think that she had bolted…a run-away bride.  Well, she 
finally appeared, radiantly dressed in her wedding attire, and smiling.   Brother E. W., who was 
officiating the ceremony , told her…girl you are going to be late for your own funeral.  Quick 

wittedly Zella replied, that’s time enough to be late.   Once Mosella made up her mind, there was no 
turning her away from her charge.  In July 2021, she planned to share in her sister’s Golden Class 
Reunion celebration.  On the day of the banquet, she was not feeling well and showed up to the event 
an hour early.  Yes, she dragged “Lasses” out early.  If you really want to know the story about 
“hurry up and wait,” just ask “Patches.” 

You know…the rest is history. 

Realizing she needed to earn a living, she worked for a New Orleans ad agency, New Orleans 

Aviation Board and New Orleans Sewage & Water Board.  While at the ad agency, although she did 
not know it at the time, she met the love of her life Wayne L. Newman.   

Still restless with her career choices, Zella decided to again try higher education.  She attended  

University of New Orleans (UNO) and Loyola University studying Paralegal Studies and  Real 
Estate.  After becoming a Paralegal, she quickly decided that this was not her niche.  She then 
decided to work as a ticketing agent at the airport.  She applied, completed the training in Atlanta, 
GA and began working at the New Orleans airport as a ticketing agent.  Well, her handling of the 
heavy luggage daily just was not a good fit.  So, she decided she wanted more control over her time 

and wanted to be her own boss.   Having completed her real estate studies, taking, and passing the 
Louisiana real estate board and licensing exam, Mosella earned her real estate license. Now, she had 
finally found her niche…scratched her itch.  Employed by the Jim Simmons Real Estate Agency, she 
quickly earned her place in real estate and  became known as a heavy hitter.  Zella had finally 



discovered her ideal career…selling real estate.  As a capable, confident, and conscientious 
professional, she joined  the ranks at Prudential, Prudential Gardner, Gardner, and  Latter & Blum 
Realtors.  Mosella loved being a real estate agent and worked in this career for over thirty years.  

Zella loved  the idea of meeting new people and selling real estate.   Not really being a morning 
person, she could self-regulate her work hours and get up after 10 a.m.  If her clients needed to meet 
earlier than ten, she would make the sacrifice and accommodate their request with a smile.   Even 
after being hospitalized, true to form, Zella orchestrated and completed a closing…a final sale. 

Final Sale~  

Mosella took her flight with the butterflies, on Wednesday February 9, 2022, at Tulane Medical 

Center  – New Orleans, LA.  She was preceded in death by her biological parents Charlie & Leora 
Sanders, Guardian parents Arthur and Rosie McClinton, Father in-law Leo Newman;  Siblings: 
Willie Francis Sanders Miller, Ethel Sanders Coleman, Thomas J. Sanders, Jesse Sanders, Dorothy 
Sanders, and Robert Sanders. 

Closing~ 

Mosella “Zella” leaves to honor and cherish her memory, her loving husband Wayne L. Newman 

(New Orleans, LA), Stepson Brian L. Newman (Julia) (Monument, CO). Fur Baby – “Patches”; 
Brothers:  Charlie Sanders (Greenville, MS), Rev. E. W. Sanders (Joyce) (Ellisville, MS) and Sister, 
Barbara Sanders (Ralph) (Waco, TX), Sister-Cousin Barbara Black (P.W.) ( Maumelle, AR); Mother in-
law Marie Newman, Sisters in-law: Chanel Holt (W. D.), Jill  Benoit (Napoleon), Ariana Newman & 
Brother in-law Gordan Newman, all of New Orleans,  LA; Grandchildren Ashley Newman (San 

Diego, CA) & Tyler Newman (AZ); Life-long Friends Gwendolyn Daniels (Richmond, TX), Midgie 
Davis (Sam) (Lexington, KY), Jackie Darby (Laurel, MS) & Ann Kemp (Tuscaloosa, AL), Devoted 
Cousins Jimmy Johnson (Boston, MA) & Dottie Pierce (Michael) (Denton, Maryland), Cousin in-law 
Sharon Hester (New Orleans, LA) and a never ending list of family, friends, extended-family, and co-
workers.  

Historical  data…archived. 
 

Whenever you see a beautiful butterfly, flitting and soaring about, tossed  by the wind, or landing on 
a flower, think of Mosella (Zella, Mo, Charmie)…for “Butterflies are Free.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


