
A Celebration of Life

Mary Lou Hobson Collins 
October 19, 1928 - April 28, 2022 

Mary Lou Hobson Collins from Laurel, Mississippi transitioned peacefully on April 28, 2022, at approximately 5:00 
pm.

“Snook, as she was affectionately known by most of her immediate family and 'DEAR,” by her children, grand and 
great grand, nieces and nephews, was born to Georgia (Jeffries) and Alfred Elijah Hobson on October 19, 1928.  The 
11th child of Alfred and the 10th child of Georgia and Alfred, Mary had six brothers and one half brother.  Will (son of 
Lottie Williams) was Alfred’s first born.  Richard (Annie Neal Fortner) was Alfred and Georgia’s first born, followed 
by George (Mattie Spencer), Frank (Luvenia Turner), Henry (Caldon Wesley) Charlie, and Earl and four sisters:  Eliza 
Hunter (Jay), Emma Shelby (Jack), Dora Lee Stringer Mills(Lawrence), and Velma Woodall (Charlie Earl, Jr).  All of 
her siblings and her parens have proceeded her in death.

Mary was born in a place called Cohay Logging Camp located in Smith County, Mississippi.  At the age of 12 her 
parents moved to Terry, Mississippi (Hinds County) where she attended Mount Salem School District.  As a farmer’s 
daughter, Mary did what was expected and worked in the cotton fields to help contribute to the family’s income until 
age 19.  She married Fred Collins in 1947 in Terry, Mississippi and set up housekeeping.  In the course of seven years, 
Mary and Fred had four children. 

After struggling for almost ten years economically, Mary, Fred and the children moved to Laurel, Mississippi in 1956 
where she spent the better part of 64 years working as a maid for a number of local families and then as a custodian 
for Sawmill Square Mall.  Mary was an active member of the Friendship Baptist Church for more than sixty years and 
served on the usher board and as a Deaconess for more than 5 decades. 

After retiring, nothing brought Mary more joy than traveling and cruising with family and friends.  “DEAR” enjoyed 
eating thin crust Pizza Hut pepperoni pizza, tacos, hotdogs, and donuts, all of which she really didn’t need. (LOL). 
Also, cloth shopping was a great pastime, as long as it was “on sale” and “name brand.”  On December 14, 2020, at 
the age of 92, “Snook” moved to Parkland, Florida to live with her son, daughter and son-in-law.  During the last 
years of her life she spent most days watching religious videos, and listening to some of her favorite music artists such 
as Teddy Pendergrass, Johnny Taylor, Frankie Beverly and Marvin Sease.  In late February  of 2022, she moved to the 
Menorah House Rehabilitation Center in Boca Raton, Florida where she died.  Her final resting place will be 
Parkland, Florida.

Mary is survived by her four children:  Bettie and Shirlie, both of Laurel, Mississippi; Earlean(Roy) of Parkland, 
Florida and Coolie B of Lauderhill, Florida; her eight grand children: Christi (Fort Worth, Texas), Tonya (Bethel, 
Alaska), Roy, II and Qualeyleigh (Parkland, Florida), DeErica (Port St. Lucie, Florida), Cedrick (Fort Worth, Texas), 
Derrick (Plantation, Florida) and Vincent (Petal, Mississippi); also, she leaves behind 12 great grand children, several 
nieces, nephews, cousins and a host of friends.  Mary Lou, “Snook or DEAR” was one of a kind and will be missed by 
all who loved her.  


