
Mary Atkinson
October 4, 1939 - July 6, 2019

I Felt An Angel
I felt an angel near today, though one I could not see.

I felt an angel oh so close, sent to comfort me.
I felt an angel’s kiss, soft upon my cheek

And oh, without a single word of caring did it speak.
I felt an angel’s loving touch, soft upon my heart

And with that touch, I felt the pain and hurt within depart. 
I felt an angel’s tepid tears, fall 

softly next to mine and knew that as those tears did
dry a new day would be mine. I felt an angel’s silken wings 

enfold me with pure love and felt a strength within me 
grow, a strength sent from above.

I felt an angel oh so close, though one I could not see
I felt an angel near today, sent to comfort me.



Memorial Service
2:00pm, Thursday, July 11, 2019
St. Augustine's Anglican Church

Lethbridge, Alberta
Reverend Steve Bateman & Canon Allan McCuaig, officiating

Honorary Pallbearers
All friends and family who touched Mary's life

Memorial Book Attendants
Mary Insley & Cindy Mason

Soloist ~ Robyn Henderson

Organist ~ Mary Lee Voort

Prelude - Mary Lee Voort

Congregational Hymn
“Make Me A Channel of Your Peace”

Tributes
Susan Mehlen, Kelly McCullagh & Robyn Henderson

Reading of Poem - Marlene Stevens

Congregational Hymn
“The River”

Psalm 121 - Reverend Steve Bateman

Reading
Read by Judith Robinson - Romans 8:38-39

Gospel
Read by Canon Allan McCuaig - Matthew 11:25-30

Ministry in Music - Robyn Henderson
"Precious Lord, Take My Hand" - Thomas A. Dorsey

Congregational Hymn
“Here I Am, Lord”

Reception
Please join the family for a time of fellowship and 

refreshments in the church hall following the service.

A private family Graveside Service will be held at a later
date in  the Nelson Cemetery, Nelson, British Columbia.

In Loving Memory Of
Mary Catherine Atkinson

1939 ~ 2019

It is with great sadness that the family of Mary Catherine Atkinson 
announces her death on July 6, 2019, in Lethbridge at the age of 79 
years.

Mary was born in Lethbridge on October 4, 1939, and was raised by 
Ruby and William Lester on a farm in Foremost until moving to the city  
with her mom and sisters at the age of 15.  She attended LCI and 
Garbutt’s Business College, and went on to become a sought-after bank 
teller at RBC and then CIBC.

She married Ken Atkinson in 1966 and cultivated a life with him in 
Lethbridge, then Port Coquitlam and finally Nelson until after Ken’s 
passing in 2000.  Mary’s heart was “in the mountains” but her need to be 
closer to family meant she moved to Lethbridge in 2006.  She lived an 
independent life in River Ridge and then Martha’s House.  In her last few 
months Mary moved to Good Samaritan where she relished the caring 
community of the staff and residents there.

She cultivated relationships with others including long-time friends, 
St. Augustine’s Evening Group and Home Groups, each providing 
connection and joy.  Volunteering at the Seniors Centre included bingos 
and the Boutique.  Through her life with a CPR employee, Mary 
developed an enthusiasm for trains and was a member of the Great 
Canadian Train Society.

Mary had a variety of interests.  She loved cross stitching, crocheting, 
listening to country music, travelling, fishing with Ken, watching the 
Maple Leafs—hoping they would win, and gardening in Nelson.  Mary 
survived playing Scattergories and Scrabble with family often 
convincing the family of her creative, “new” words.  She enjoyed 
shopping with her dear friend, Clara.  She adored her cat, Molly.  Mary 
was a collector—of lady bells, spoons, angels, china and blue mountain 
pottery.  She sought out antique stores where she was often delighted 
with her find. 

She is missed by her family including sisters, Phyllis Cameron and 
Eleanor Lester, nieces—Robyn (Scott) Henderson, Susan (Dale) Mehlen 
and Kelly (Neil) McCullagh.  She is blessed by 5 great nephews (Jack, 
Spencer, Ryan, Ronan and Easton) and 1 great niece (Aisling).

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to St. Augustine’s 
Memorial Fund, 411 11 Street South, Lethbridge, AB T1J 2N9, or the 
Good Samaritan Society, 1511 15 Avenue North, Lethbridge, AB T1H 
1W2.


