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Be happy! W’a vésbad many wonderful fears. §
We've /70]).%1’ we dm?mea’ we-have stryiggled and learned.”
We've fonnd life worihwhile whereder we have turned,
Our days have beesfull. We've savgured so much-
good friends share joys & the family touch. :
So, miss me a y//yz'/é, but don’t feel alone.
A life time of caring cannot be undone.
Be still] and listen, your heart knows it’s true:
though you can't feel my touch, I am always with yot..

Martin Brothekss




Merv Friesen, of Lethbridge, passed away Friday, February 8, 2019 at
the age of 64. Merv is survived by his loving wife Fran, his children Corey
(Ophelia) of Nanaimo, Kyle (Sam) of Lethbridge, and Ali (Desi) of
Lethbridge, his step children J.D. (Ann) Russell of Bozeman, Montana,
Jeremy (Kiley) Hanson of Colorado, and Tiffany (Rodney) Hanson of
Bozeman, Kansas. His grandchildren Jasper, Taya, Zayden, Havana,
Jimmy, Hunter, Mackenzie, Hadley, Devin and Ryker. He is also sutvived
by his mother Thelma Friesen of Lethbridge, 2 brothers, Brian of Calgary
and Bruce (Rae Lynne) of Lethbridge and two sisters, Sharon McNab of
Lethbridge, and Linda (Scott) Fujita of Lethbridge, as well as his nieces
and nephews Renae, Niki, Mike, Jessie, Robyn, Christen, Aleyna, Daycin
and Berkley. Merv is also survived by his children’s mother, Cheryl
Friesen.

Merv was predeceased by his father Leonard Friesen, grandparents
John and Helena Friesen and Alex and Helen Clarke, as well as uncles
and aunts Cleon Friesen, Hatrvey Friesen, Udo Vegter, Bill Chrunik and
Lillian Chrunik. Merv’s best friends Buddy, Wolfman, Kenya, and Congo
passed away but over 20 years Merv was inseparable with his precious
pups. Merv will also miss his Grandpup Tia.

Merv was born in Fort Macleod, Alberta and lived there till 1995
when he relocated to Lethbridge. He worked at Triple M Housing over
28 years with his latest position as Sales Manager. He had a unique
passion for his work. He enjoyed going to work every day. He also loved
a 7 year Realtor career prior to Triple M with Century 21 and McNab
Realty.

Merv’s life was dedicated to his dogs and children he cherished so
much. He served on the Recreation Board in Fort Macleod, President of
Fort Macleod Minor Hockey for numerous years and President and co-
founder of the Southwest “AA” Rockies hockey club. He also served as
President of the Foothills, South Central and the Chinook Hockey
leagues in Alberta. Coaching Little League and Minor Hockey teams was
a passion he enjoyed so much for so many years. An avid volunteer, he
was recognized for his efforts the year of the 1988 Calgary Olympics. He
loved Men’s and Mixed slow pitch as well as playing recreational hockey
many years.

In June of 2000, he met Fran of Wichita, Kansas and they were
married June 23rd of 2001, and they started their new life together in
Canada. Despite his illnesses, he catried on with his witty humor, practical
jokes, cruising in his Corvette and Trans Am, enjoying life to its fullest. A
common quote from him was “Quality time is more important than
Quantity time”. Merv was happiest when around his devoted pets and
never lost interest in all that was happening in his children’s lives. He
organized the continuing Friesen Reunion for neatly 21 years in honor of
his grandmother Helena, whom he respected and admired.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MERYV FRIESEN
SEPTEMBER 23, 1954 ~ FEBRUARY 8, 2019

Memorial Service
2:00PM, Saturday, February 16, 2019
Martin Brothers Riverview Chapel, Lethbridge, Alberta
Mzt. Bruce Friesen, Master of Cerenmonies

Eulogy ~ Bruce Friesen
A Poem By Merv ~ Niki McNab
Tribute ~ Corey Friesen

Pallbearers
Bruce Friesen  Corey Friesen
Kyle Friesen  Ali Friesen

Honourary Pallbearers
Kevin Adler Ron Angyal  Gordie Bremner

Musical Selections
The Rose ~ Bette Midler
Only Time ~ Enya
A Gift of a Thistle ~ James Horner

Pictorial Tribute ~ by Corey Friesen
Hallelujah ~ Jake Shimabukuro
Hallelujah ~ Jett Gutt
The Lonely Shepherd ~ Gheorghe Zamfir

Memorial Donations
For those who wish, memorial donations may be
made to your local Cancer foundation.

Reception
Following Merv's Celebration of Life, please join the family for a time of
fellowship and refreshments at the Salvation Army,
1302 - 4 Ave S, Lethbridge, Alberta.



