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Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 
Psalm 30:5
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Special Thanks
We, the family of Connie D. James, would like to express our 

deepest and most heartfelt thanks to everyone for your many acts 
of kindness. The cards, telephone calls, prayers, visits and other 
gestures of sympathy are greatly appreciated. Your thoughts and 
actions have helped to make this process a little easier and the 

burden much lighter. May God bless each and every one of you, 
is our prayer!

Interment
New Hope Cemetery

Repast
Williston Elementary Cafeteria

Professional Services Entrusted To

To My Husband
Connie, you are the best thing that ever happened to me.

They say LOVE just happens and it did with you and me.

Connie, you were my husband, my friend, MY 

EVERYTHING.

When things went wrong, you always made it right.

I am truly going to miss all of that, but most of all YOU!!!

Love You, Verdell 

Connie 
Devon James

Marvelous Daddy and 
Grandaddy

God has given us many gifts, but far above any other,
The first and best he gave was the gift of a Daddy and 

Granddaddy.
Your hands were always busy doing not only for your children

And grandchildren, but others too.
Whenever we have needed you, you have always been there.

We love you and stand in the gate and call you blessed, 
For in our eyes, you are our hero.

You held us close when we cried.
You rocked us to sleep and told us to close our eyes.

We’re going to miss how you laughed and cracked jokes
So hard that tears would fall from our eyes.

You were a real Daddy and Granddaddy, that’s what you were.
We love you, and you’re going to be missed,

But now it’s your turn to take your rest, 
So, Daddy, rest in peace…

Love Always,
Your Children & Grandchildren
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His Life Story
Connie D . James, age 66, of Williston, FL, passed away 
on Sunday, May 9, 2021, due to an unexpected illness. He was 
born on September 22, 1954, to the late Mother Essie Mae White 
and Wilson Bert James, Sr., both of whom preceded him in death. 
In addition to his parents, Connie was preceded in death by his 
brother, Bobby Canady. He was a lifelong resident of the Williston 
community and a graduate of Williston High School, class of 1972.

He was a man who wore many, many hats, He was a husband, 
father, grandfather, coach, mentor, and a good friend to many 
people. He was well-known and respected in the community by 
everyone. He was a sports fanatic; he loved to not only watch sports, 
but also coached sports. He was a little league coach for so many 
kids back in the day; he literally ate, slept and breathed sports. As 
we all know, his favorite teams were the Florida Gators (chomp, 
chomp) and the Dallas Cowboys!!! Connie was a faithful employee 
of the Levy County School Board. Mr. James droves drove the 
“Big Yellow Bird.” He loved his job dearly and was always super 
excited about his sports trips, not just for the love of sports, but 
also the love of young people. He was always concerned about 
their education and their future. He was an awesome mentor and 
a great man to all who knew him.

He leaves to cherish his precious memories: his loving, caring, and 
devoted wife of 42 years, Mary James; one son, Griagal C. Barr; 
three daughters, Fifi McIntyre (Eric), Sherri James, and Shavonda 
James; eleven grandchildren, all of Williston, FL; his sisters, Irene 
Cudjo, Freddie Miller, Eddie Bell Oates, and Alta Mae Buggs; his 
brother, Wilson Bert James, Jr. (Nita); one aunt, Mary Lou Stewart; 
one godsister, Gale Baker; four brothers-in-law; five sisters-in-law; 
and a host of cousins, other relatives, and sorrowing friends who 
will miss him dearly.

Precious Memories Order of Service
Presiding ..................................... Pastor Supt. Reginald Williams

Processional & Final Glimpse

Solo ..........................................................Minister Nakia Hagins

Invocation ................................................Pastor Willie A. Battles

Scripture Readings
     Old Testament ..................................Minister Gladys Burkett
     New Testament ............................................ Elder Glen Gates

Solo ...................................................................Nathan Williams

Silent Reading of the Obituary ........................Daddy by Beyoncé

Reflections
As a Special Friend ..............................................Mickey Wallace

Open Floor, Limited to Two Minutes

Resolutions & Acknowledgements ........First Lady Rose WIlliams

Solo ............................................................................Iris Jackson

Eulogy ................................................. Bishop Freddie P. Oats III

Recessional


