
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free,

I’m following the path God laid for me.

I took his hand when I heard his call,

I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work, to play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way,

I’ve found that peace at the close of the day.

If my parting has left a void,

Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,

Ah yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My Life’s been full, I savored much,

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch,

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.

Lift up your heart and share with me,

God wanted me now, He set me free.

I am Free. It’s my 
brother and me!
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gift was born to earth on November 19, 2001 in Atlanta, Georgia to Myeka Jennings and 
LaVunty Rogers.  These blessed parents named this gift, Mikiya Tyjae’ Rogers.  Mikiya is preced-
ed in death by her big brother, Darius Tyriq Bottoms and her uncle, Demetrius Jennings.

Mikiya was sweet and reserved as a youth, forming strong bonds with her siblings, cousins, 
and grandparents.  Many words have been used to describe Mikiya; words like: conscientious, 

strong, charismatic, smart and wise.  Mikiya often displayed a sarcastic sense of humor.

Mikiya attended Gideon Elementary School, ANCS (Atlanta Neighborhood Charter) Middle Schoool and May-
nard Jackson High School in Atlanta where she enjoyed cheerleading, singing, the arts and dancing.  Mikiya 
took her role as older sister seriously,  as she often gave advice and directed her younger sister, Tariyana.  She 
reminded her that she had already gone through certain experiences and put forth the due diligence; so now, if 
she listened, Tariyana could be the smartest kid in her class.  Mikiya recently attended Georgia Academy for the 
Blind in Macon, Georgia,  in an effort to maximize her potential and abilities since her visual impairment.  Mikiya 
never said that she was blind.  She always made a point to claim, “I just can’t see right now”, when the subject 
came up.  Moreover, she refused to use a wheelchair or a stick for the visually impaired.  Talking about coura-
geous?!?  Yes, she was.  

Mikiya loved school and was a diligent student.  Throughout her illness she never complained about what she 
was going through.  Her only concern was staying current with her classroom tasks and getting her homework 
assignments completed on time.  She excelled in her studies, qualifying for AP classes, and was preparing to 
begin her studies in early childhood education and development.  Mikiya hoped to become an early childhood 
educator.  Her long-term goals included, one day becoming an owner of a daycare center.  Her dreams never 
wavered.  She loved sewing, too,  and was faithful in knowing that “whatever her hands were interested in doing, 
she placed both of them on the plow” to do the task well.  Mikiya was full of love.  She made a great impact on 
many lives.  She was a free spirited, jewel and had a strong love for the youth.

The foundation of Mikiya’s faith was laid while attending New Calvary Missionary Baptist Church and Word of 
Faith Love Center, where she visited with her grandmother.  Growing her faith and understanding God’s plan, 
lifestyle and order, Mikiya served in the church as a junior hostess with a strong spirit of servitude, touching lives 
and  advising the people of God, that whatever you do, “don’t quit”.  Her warm personality won the love of 
many around her and in her circle.  She overcame every obstacle she encountered and gained the nickname, 
“Miracle Child” from her family, friends and medical staff she came in contact with.  She lived life in love, as a 
fighter, determined and focused.  She is our SHERO.

Despite her youthfulness, Mikiya demonstrated how to face adversity with grace.  Through perseverance and 
strength, God and Mikiya linked up on another level of boldness and anointing.  Mikiya knew that if God couldn’t 
do it, it could not be done.  She began to share her testimony of what God had done in her life.  She loved 
Christian music, especially the song, “Way Maker’”. Mikiya’s favorite scriptures was Jeremiah 29:11; “for I know 
the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.”  Phillipians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

What God does.....? He picks the ripe, and He leaves behind the unripe to be ripened.  God plucked Mikiyah, as 
she was certainly not a stranger to Him.  On December 13, 2019, Mikiyah laid her life down to rest,  eternally. For 
we know not when; but surely, we know tha there is a season to be born and a season to die.  This, is in God’s 
hands.  Mikiya  leaves to cherish her memory; her loving mother, Myeka Jennings; father, Antar Russ; biological 
father, LaVunty Rogers; four sisters, Tariyana, TeAsia, Armani, Vunkeya; three brothers, LaVunty Jr., Sosa, and 
Vundarious; grandparents, Larry and Lenora Flanagan, Patricia Bankston and  Ricky Rogers; great grandmother, 
Annie Bankston; aunt, Ayana Jennings; God-mothers, Natasha Gay and  Natoshia Kendrick; and a host of aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, relatives and friends who will miss her dearly.

A Glimpse Into Her Life Order of Service

Prelude Musicians

Processional Clergy & Family

Prayer Reverend Posie L. Redmond Jr., Pastor
                                                            New Calvary Missionary Baptist Church • Atlanta, Georgia

Scripture Readings OLD TESTAMENT Lamentations 3:22-26,31-33 Reverend D.L. White, Pastor
Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church • Rockmart, Georgia

   NEW TESTAMENT 1 Corinthians 15:50-57 Forest Cooper Jr.
Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church • Rockmart, Georgia

Solo   “Stand” Ms. Kathleen Brewer

Reflections (Three minutes please)      Ms. Vickie Smith, Family Friend
Ms. Alina Hinton, ANCS Middle School

Mr. Larynta Mitchell Classmate, Maynard Jackson High School
Dr. Adam Dansen, Principal, Maynard Jackson High School 
Ms. Annastas Poplus, Teacher, Gideon Elementary Teacher

Mr. Keino Robinson, Marco’s Pizza
Mr. Paris Dorsey Classmate, Maynard Jackson High School

Reading of Reflections of Life Silently

Resolution Mrs. Miriam Miller
New Calvary Missionary Baptist Church • Atlanta, GA

Selection  “Way Maker” Jade Moore, Joy Winslow & Dominique Collington

Eulogy Reverend John Moore
Word of Faith Love Center • Atlanta, GA

Acknowledgements Phillip & Wiley Mortuary, Inc.

Recessional “I’m Going Up Yonder” Jade Moore, Joy Winslow & Dominique Collington

Reverend Colin Foreman, Officiating

Interment
Greenwood Cemetery

1173 Cascade Circle Southwest
Atlanta, Georgia 30311

Repast
Aviation Community Cultural Center

3900 Aviation Circle Northwest
Atlanta, Georgia  30336





Family & Friends

Family & Friends

A stormy period has come into our lives…..and you have cared, shared and exemplified such kindness during 
this season, shedding light upon us as we press our way through this difficult time. The visits, phone calls, texts, 
sympathy cards, prayers and food you have shared has been overwhelming and received with thanksgiving.  The 
love that you have shown us, has truly mirrored the love that Mikiya has left in our hearts.  One by one and name 
by name, we are grateful for each of you for what you have done.  Just as you have showered us with strength 
and support, with prayer and supplication, we send God’s peace and blessing back your way for walking with 
our family during these trying times.  Keep us in your prayers as we continue to look to God for our peace and 
strength. With God, we hope and believe that every day becomes sweeter than the day before.  Suffice to say, a 
“huge” thank you for everything you all have done.

          Lovingly,
          The Family

310 State Road 26 • Melrose, Florida  32666
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phillipwileymortuary@yahoo.com
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Final Care Entrusted To 

A limb has fallen from the family tree.
I keep hearing a voice that says, “Grieve not for me.
Remember the best times, the laughter, the song.

The good life I lived while I was strong.
Continue my heritage, I’m counting on you.

Keep smiling and surely the sun will shine through.
My mind is at ease, my soul is at rest.

Remembering all, how I truly was blessed.
Continue traditions, no matter how small.

Go on with your life, don’t worry about falls.
I miss you all dearly, so keep up your chin.

Until the day comes, we’re together again.”

Fallen Limb


