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Serenity Prayer

August 27, 1982 ~ March 29, 2019
SURELY

Goodness and Mercy
SHALL FOLLOW ME

all the days
OF MY LIFE,
AND I SHALL DWELL IN THE

House of the Lord
FOREVER.
PSALM 23:6

Note of Thanks
We, the family of the late Richard L. Segres, Jr. (B.J.), gratefully
acknowledge the many kind and beautiful expressions of sympathy
and love shown during our time of bereavement.
Lewis Funeral Home
1247 S. Duncan By-Pass, Union, South Carolina 29379
864-429-8181

God grant me the
Serenity
to accept the things I cannot change
Courage
to change the things I can;
and the
Wisdom
to know the difference.

Order of Service
Reverend Ronald McFadden, Officiating
Bethany A.M.E. Church
137 Bethany Church Road, Jonesville, SC 29353

PRELUDE .......................................................“We Are Often Tossed and Driven”
Hymn 394, Bethany A.M.E. Church Choir
PROCESSIONAL OF CLERGY AND FAMILY............................“Come Along”
Bethany A.M.E. Church Choir
PRAYER ....................................................................Reverend Ronald McFadden
SCRIPTURE................Old Testament.....Psalm 27:1-9 (B.J.’s Favorite Scripture)
Minister Demetrius Segars
MUSICAL SELECTION ...........................................................“Order My Steps”
Reverend Heyward Segars
SCRIPTURE .............New Testament....................................................John 14:1-7
Mr. Tyrone Powell
MUSICAL SELECTION ...............................................“Lord It’s In Your Hands”
Warriors In The Spirit
READING OF THE OBITUARY .............................Rev. Dr. Ruth Naomi Segres,
Chaplain, Lt. Col, USAF
MUSICAL SELECTION...............................“Hold To God’s Unchanging Hand”
Bethany A.M.E. Church Choir
REMARKS ...........(2 minutes each) .............Mr. Joel Hines - Close Personal Friend
Lt. Col (Ret.) Robert L. Weeks - Close Family Friend
Ms. LaShae Smith - Maternal Cousin
Mr. Derek C. Mason - Close Personal Friend
Dr. Leonard Pressley Jr. - Paternal Close Friend
MUSICAL SELECTION .............................................................“At The Meeting”
Minister Leroy McAlister
EULOGY ....................................................Reverend Nathaniel Segres, Jr.; Pastor
Apostolic Faith Church, Atlanta, Georgia
RECESSIONAL ....................................................................“Getting Up Yonder”
Bethany A.M.E. Church Choir
POSTLUDE.......................................................................Choir and Congregation
THE FINAL RESTING PLACE
Bethany A.M.E. Church Cemetery
137 Bethany Church Road
Jonesville, SC 29353

Honorary Flower Bearers
Cousins
Honorary Pallbearers
Family & Friends

REPAST
Family and friends will be received immediately following the committal
in the Bethany A.M.E. Church Fellowship Hall.

Journey of Life
Richard Leonard Segres, Jr., affectionately known as B.J., son of Maj. (Ret.) Richard
Leonard (Buck) Segres and the late Perrie Smith Segres was born in Union, South Carolina on August
27, 1982. He departed this life on March 29, 2019.
B.J. was reared as an Army Brat. As a result he lived in several states, to include South Carolina,
North Carolina, Mississippi, Kansas, Virginia, and Maryland. His favorite state was South Carolina as
he fondly spoke of his summers spent with his extended families in Union, S.C., and Kingstree, S.C.
As a youth B.J. was active in sports and church activities. He excelled at soccer and enjoyed telling
the story of his love affair with the game. “Boot the ball son!!” His very first soccer coach loved
shouting this phrase to B.J. on the field as he quickly scrambled from end line to end line. Anyone who
knew B.J. as a youth remembers his rambunctiousness and high level of energy. He always was
extraordinarily inquisitive, and his favorite response with his big eyes and bushy eyebrows was “why?”
He loved boxed mashed potatoes, Kraft American sliced cheese, and tomato sandwiches.
B.J. attended college at (The) Virginia State University in Petersburg, Virginia where he earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Education. He loved representing his alma mater and made sure that
when speaking to anyone he added the “The” to Virginia State University. B.J. went on to earn a Master
of School Administration degree from George Washington University in Washington, District of
Columbia. At the time of his passing B.J. was taking prerequisite courses in pursuit of his Doctor of
Education degree at the Baltimore City Community College in Baltimore, Maryland.
B.J. followed in his beloved mother's footsteps and became a lifetime educator. He worked as a
teacher for 13 years for the Richmond City Public School system and Baltimore City Public Schools.
B.J. was supremely talented at educating inner city youth, as he had a unique ability to motivate and
connect with one of our most challenging demographics. His passion and talents were demonstrated
when his students attained the highest scores in the district on the Standards of Learning (SOL) aptitude
exam. He most enjoyed teaching Social Studies, Geography, and History. His love for geography was
most demonstrated by his extensive and unique globe collection.
If you knew B.J.; you loved B.J. He had an uncanny ability to bring joy and smiles to any situation.
He never met a stranger and could hold conversation with anyone. He was an avid Washington,
Redskins fan, and enjoyed a good game of chess. Family and Friends were an utmost priority in his life.
He enjoyed spending time with them, and never hesitated to suggest a Saturday afternoon cook-out,
music, and a “friendly” game of spades. He enjoyed dancing, though some would say he had two left
feet. B.J. was easily the life of the party. He loved road trips, and is notorious for saying “let's ride.”
B.J. married Mrs. Michele Clark (Segres) of Owings Mills, MD in July of 2016. Their chance
meeting on a Sunday, was in a grocery store. B.J. asked Michele what the “Word” was during Sunday
morning service. True to form, B.J. asked Michele could he assist her with the rest of her grocery
shopping, and the rest is history.
B.J. was a member of the New Psalmist Baptist Church in Baltimore, Maryland. B.J. enjoyed
attending church. His favorite Sunday morning text to his sister, Shannon, was “did you make it in the
doors?” B.J. grew up in the church and was a member of several churches due to him being an Army
Brat. His favorite gospel songs were shared by his mother “Order My Steps,” and “Hold My Mule.” He
enjoyed reading the Bible and frequently referenced it during challenging times.
B.J. will be most remembered for: his magnetic personality, witty humor, generosity, love for his
mother, and most recently the dedication to the birth and health of his newest niece, Serenity. He loved
to tell stories of his youth, and the uncanny ways his father taught him lessons. Most recently B.J. was
asked what is the one lesson you remember your parents teaching you as a child. His immediate
response was “my Dad always said you have to be smarter than the tools you're working with.”
B.J. leaves to cherish his memory and celebrate his life: his father Richard L. Segres, his wife,
Michele Segres, his sisters, Shannon Yorkman (Justin), Denise Fulton, brothers Eric Fulton (Stacie),
and Leonard Williams. Two sister-in-laws LaShonday Lawrence (Vern), and Shenetha Epps-Blunt.
Nieces: Serenity Yorkman, ShaNiece Fulton, C'layius Blunt, Mercedes Blunt, Sparkle Coleman,
Aazhae Coleman, and Norah Lawrence. Nephews: Jonathan Fulton, Jayland Fulton, Lloyd Fulton,
Tionne Fulton, Davon Coleman, Nicholas Lawrence, Noah Lawrence, and Niam Lawrence. A God son
Justus Powell. Paternal Uncles and Aunts: Rev. Melvin Segars, Sr., Deacon Joshua Scott, Sr., Rev.
Eugene Segres, Jr. (Gertie), Lillie Mae Segres, Theophilus Segres, Rev. Eli Segres (Karolyn), Chester
Wilson (Rose), Min. Berthena Conyers (McKeever), Min. Barbara Glen (Alvin), Gail Pressley
(Leonard), Rev. Dennis Segres (Vickie) and Jeannette McCray (Kenneth). Maternal Uncles and Aunts:
Lewis Smith Jr., Georgia Mae Peake, Bernestine Gregory, and Minnie Pearl Rice. A host of friends and
cousins.
When B.J.'s family, friends, and loved ones would depart from him; he would often say “hold it in the
road.” Since he has departed from us; we can continue his legacy and… “hold it in the road.”

Psalm 27:1-9
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
When the wicked, even mine
enemies and my foes,
came upon me to eat up my flesh,
they stumbled and fell.
Though an host should encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;
though war should rise against me,
in this will I be confident.
One thing have I desired of the Lord,
that will I seek after;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord,
that will I seek after;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord,
and to enquire in his temple.
For in the time of trouble he shall
hide me in his pavilion:
in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me;
he shall set me up upon a rock.
And now shall mine head be lifted
up above mine enemies round about me:
therefore will I offer in his tabernacle
sacrifices of joy: I will sing, yea,
I will sing praises unto the Lord.
Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice:
have mercy also upon me, and answer me.
When thou saidst, Seek ye my face;
my heart said unto thee,
Thy face, Lord, will I seek.
Hide not thy face far from me;
put not thy servant away in anger:
thou hast been my help;
leave me not, neither forsake me,
O God of my salvation.
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