
JUNE 19, 1998 - JUNE 2, 2020



Sunrise
Miss Karleisha Tikira Walker, affectionately known as “Tiki”, was born June 19, 1998 to Karl Rohleader Walker and Tamika
Dionne Harville. She professed faith in Christ and was equipped as a Generation Z believer at Rock City Church, under the
leadership of Pastor Michael D. McClure, Jr.
 

Her Story
Karleisha's journey was adventurous, yet also arduous, overcoming many medical challenges.  She was born with a rare disorder
known as Fanconi Anemia, a condition affecting many parts of the body. The most common symptoms include bone marrow failure,
physical abnormalities, organ defects and an increased risk of cancer. This “miracle baby” defied all medical science living nearly
eight (8) years beyond her life expectancy. She became the very definition of “But God” as God repeatedly transformed her life from
myth to miracle! Karleisha received a bone marrow transplant in 2007 conquering one of the biggest challenges of her life and, by
the grace of God, “SHE LIVED”! Regardless of the trials and tribulations stemming from a plethora of surgeries, numerous visits to
doctors’ offices, month-long admissions in the hospital and most recently the diagnosis of cancer, she never let these tests of faith
damper her spirit or change her demeanor. Karleisha was an inspiration to many, especially her mom and family! No matter what
obstacles were placed in front of her, she faced them all head-on with pit bull tenacity. Our merciful God anointed Karleisha to
accomplish a multitude of things on her nearly 22-year journey and her family and friends learned many lessons from her strength.
To know Karleisha was to embrace her journey and know she played the hand she was dealt with grace and poise.  From the
moment she entered this life, the devil’s strategy was to kill, steal and destroy the quality of her life (John 10:10). Yet, she was
covered by the blood of Jesus and with fully-loaded faith, God was her strength and her shield (Psalm 28:7) and Karleisha
continually overcame.
 

Characteristics and Personality
Karleisha was a charismatic young lady with an amazingly bright smile and an infectious laugh that delighted the ears and heart!
One of the strongest personalities you could have the pleasure of meeting, Tiki was a person of style and intellect.  Karleisha’s multi-
faceted personality was the perfect balance of elegance and feistiness. Of all her admirable qualities, she was the true definition of
strength and positivity. Karleisha had an extensive circle of family and friends who genuinely hold her in high esteem and will be
forever impacted by her presence in their lives. For all blessed to know her, you couldn't ask for a better person, friend, daughter,
sister, niece or aunt.
 

Accomplishments
Karleisha received her formal education from the Birmingham City School System, where she attended Tuggle Elementary in first
grade until she became ill and had to be homeschooled for three (3) years. Once she was strong enough to return to school, she
completed South Hampton Elementary, Daniel Payne Middle School and matriculated to Parker High School where she was a 2017
graduate. As her condition began to affect her senses but not her desire to achieve in her life, tenacious Tiki attended the E.H.
Gentry Facility at AIDB (Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind) in Talladega, Alabama receiving her work force training diploma.
 

Job Experiences and Purpose
Karleisha worked at the Birmingham Civil Rights Museum as a tour guide intermittently throughout her life. She was declared “The
Boss” by the staff and many of her peers due to her disposition and natural leadership qualities. A gifted exhorter and innate
counselor, she walked in purpose strengthening and encouraging others who may have had a bad day, disappointments or did not
feel well.  Despite her own physical dilemmas, Karleisha’s mere presence would brighten their day and lift their spirits.  Her kind
heart and huge compassion made her both an advocate and comforter for people.  If you lacked anything, Karleisha would fight
tooth and nail to make sure you received it.  Always thinking of others before herself, she learned to comfort others with the comfort
she had received from God (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) and often acted as shepherd/guide.
 

Sunset
On Tuesday June 2, 2020, Karleisha played her last card as her earthly life came to an end and shattered our hearts. Yet, there is joy
in knowing she is now clothed in white, suffering has ceased and is full of joy and peace! Even through our tears, our hearts sing
“Hallelujah” knowing she is a part of the great cloud of witnesses as she joins her maternal grandparents, Deborah Ann Harville and
Fletcher Harville and her paternal grandfather and uncle, Julius Walker, Jr. and Julius Walker, III, who preceded her in death.
Karleisha’s beautiful memory will be forever cherished in the lives of her mother, Tamika Dionne Harville; her father, Karl Rohleader
Walker (Takia); brothers, Michael Craig and Karlton Walker; sisters, Nekiah Haywood and Kariya Walker; stepfather, Willie Haywood;
The Craigs; dedicated special friend, Timerik “Whoodi” Jackson; godmothers, Eboni Herd-Vassar, Tamora Morris-McClendon,
Wanda Orr; and a host of great-grandparents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.

Life and Legacy



Saturday, June 13, 2020 - 1:00 PM
Serenity Chapel Funeral Home - 1714 Avenue F,  Birmingham, Alabama 35218

Pastor Curtiss Glenn, Officiating
 

Celebration of Life
The Musical Prelude                                                                                                                    Byron Thomas, Musician

Wanda Orr, Soloist
 

The Processional                                                                                                                             The Ministers & Family

 

The Holy Scriptures:
Old Testament                                                                                            Minister Tonedric Andrews

Rock City Church, Birmingham
 

 New Testament                                                                                                   Minister Jason Powell
Rock City Church, Birmingham

 
The Prayer of Comfort                                                                                                                        Pastor Curtiss Glenn

Rock City Church, Birmingham
 

Musical Selection                                                                                                                                          Byron Thomas

 

Silent Reading of Obituary

 

Expressions of Love & Family Acknowledgments                                                                                 Friends & Family

(Please Limit to 3 Minutes Each)

 

Musical Selection                                                                                                                                          Byron Thomas

 
The Eulogy                                                                                                                                           Pastor Joe Evans, III
                                                                                                                                                     Mt. Ararat Baptist Church

                                                                                                                                 
 

The Committal                                                                                                                                 Reverend Vicky Cherry
Saint Philip A.M.E. Church, Atlanta

 
Pastor Henry Tolbert

Rock City Church, Birmingham
Recessional

 
 



Eboni Herd-Vassar
Tamora Morris-McClendon

Wanda Orr

Flower Bearers
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Honorary Pallbearers

Michael Craig
Darius Harville

Jonathan Harville
Timerik Jackson

Funeral Services

Joey Ritchie, Counselor at Vocational Rehabilitation Services, Homewood
Cynthia Murphy, Counselor at Vocational Rehabilitation Services, Homewood
Children's of Alabama/Benjamin Russell Hospital for Children

Dr. Nefertiti Durant, Primary Physician
Dr. Kim Hoover, OB/GYN
Avy Maden-Swain, Child Life Psychologist
Specialist Teams 

Nephrology
Hematology/Oncology
Bone Marrow Stem Cell
Gastrointestinal
Pulmonary

UAB Palliative Care

 
 

Medical Team Acknowledgment:
With sincerest gratitude, we acknowledge the medical teams who

provided superior care for Tiki throughout her journey. 
    

 
A Special Acknowledgment:

A. Michelle Craig, you have been my rock throughout these nearly 22
years. Your strength, wisdom and knowledge have guided me in the

care of all my children and in bearing the special assignment of raising
my miracle child. Your words of hope and comfort were often light in

the darkness on days I thought I would lose my mind or my faith. I am
truly grateful to you for giving Karleisha opportunities to spread her
wings at the Birmingham Civil Rights Museum. May God bless and

keep you is my earnest prayer. Love, Tamika.
 

Family & Friends Acknowledgment:
Although our hearts are filled with sorrow, we do not mourn like those
with no hope. We trust God’s will has been done and we will see Tiki
again in glory. We, the Family, express to each of you our sincerest

gratitude for your kindness bestowed during this time of bereavement.
May God’s richest blessings be yours!

 
A Mother's Declaration:

If you ever doubt the power of God and lose faith, as we sometimes do
as humans, let Tiki’s testimony redirect your attention back to God. If

there comes a time when you feel hurt, disappointed, scared, confused
or unsure, I want to leave you with this thought:  Remember the face,

voice and demeanor of Karleisha Tikira Walker. I promise your day will
brighten and it will change all worries. I'm a living witness! 

Long Live Tiki!  
We love you and will never forget you!

A Sister's Cry
 

To my dear sweet sister, I love you so very much and I’m truly
going to miss you. I do wanna say that I am very proud of you,
you fought long and hard baby. I love you forever and always

Tiki. I’ll never forget you big sister! -Kiah


