
Order of Service
Processional ...............................................................................
 
Musical selection ...........................................Freddy Murchison
 
Scripture Readings
     Old Testament .......................... Reverend Valine Thompson
     New Testament ..................................... Pastor Renee Harris
 
Prayer of Comfort .................................Pastor Bernice Johnson
 
Musical Selection......................................Ms. Dorthy Matthews
 
Obituary Reading............................................ Elder Stacy Heck
 
Acknowledgment ............................................ Elder Stacy Heck
 
Reading of Poem ........................................................................
 
Musical Selection......................................................New Vision
 
Eulogy.......................................................Pastor Sirander Allen
 
Musical Selection......................................................New Vision
 
Mortician’s Brief ..................................... McLeod Funeral Home

Acknowledgment
The family of Billy Nelson McKeithen would like to give special 

thanks to Gloria, Rande, and all the other nurses and staff at 
Transitions Lifecare for their exceptional care of our loved one 
in his final days. The attention and dedication to his needs and 

comfort are appreciated more than we could ever express.

celebration of l ife for 
Billy Nelson McKeithen

 Billy Nelson McKeithen was born to the late John 

Wesley McKeithen and Nellie McCormick McKeithen, on April 

23, 1947. Billy transitioned from earth to glory on Sunday,  

October 10, 2021, at his home.

 Billy was a fun-loving man that enjoyed life to the fullest. 

He had a passion for music, and he was a great dancer. He 

loved grilling out and spending time with family and friends. Billy 

also enjoyed fishing from time to time in his younger years and 

always enjoyed going to the beach. Billy’s signature was his 

million-dollar smile and his bubbly personality. Everyone loved 

Billy and always enjoyed him being around.

 Billy attended Greenwood Elementary School and later 

moved to W.B. Wicker School, where he graduated with his 

high school diploma. After graduating from high school, Billy 

immediately went to work at the Brick Yard in Sanford, North 

Carolina. Billy always strived for better, so after a short term 

at the brickyard, Billy gained employment at the Lee County 

Hospital, where he was an Orderly for years. After leaving the 

hospital, he became employed with the city of Sanford, where 

he worked for years and held many different positions until he 

finally moved to Raleigh and became employed with the Raleigh 

Flea Market Mall. While working for the Flea Market Mall, Billy 

gained many friends that became family to him. He served as 

manager over Maintenance until he retired. After retirement, 

Billy enjoyed his wife, children, grandchildren, gardening, and 

watching his favorite shows; wrestling, westerns, game shows, 

and old private eye shows. He lived a full life until the end of this 

journey.

 Preceding Billy in death was his eldest brother, Artis 

McKeithen, his youngest brother, Marshall McKeithen, his sister, 

Brenda McKeithen Foxx, and a brother-in-law whom he loved 

dearly, Robert “Shag” Foxx.

 Billy leaves to cherish his memories his wife, Mary 

Cameron McKeithen, of the home; eight children, Billie Marlene 

Jefferies of High Point North Carolina, Wesley McKeithen, 

Sibyl Battle Smith (Kirk), Patrick McKeithen (Casandra), Darius 

McKeithen (Tawanda), all of Sanford North Carolina, Deshannon 

McKeithen (Celena) of Harnett County, North Carolina, Kevin 

McKeithen (Gabrielle), and Kelsey McKeithen, both of Raleigh 

NC; three sisters-in-law, Joanne Cameron of Raleigh North 

Carolina, Emmalee Reeves of Sanford North Carolina, and 

Shirley McKeithen of Sanford North Carolina; twenty-four 

grandchildren; thirty-two great-grandchildren; four great-great-

grandchildren; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and 

friends who loved Billy dearly.
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I’m There Inside  
Your Heart 

Right now I’m in a different place
And though we seem apart
I’m closer than I ever was
I’m there inside your heart.

I’m with you when you greet each day
And while the sun shines bright
I’m there to share the sunsets too
I’m with you every night.

I’m with you when the times are good
To share a laugh or two
And if a tear should start to fall.

I’ll still be there for you
And when that day arrives
That we no longer are apart,
I’ll smile and hold you close to me
Forever in my heart.


