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I ’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free.

I’m following the path God has chosen for me.
I took His hand when I heard Him call;

I turned my back and left it all.
I could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way;
I’ve now found peace at the end of day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joys.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss:
Oh yes, these things I, too, will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow;
Look for the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full; I savored much:

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seems all too brief;

Don’t lengthen your pain with undue grief.
Lift up your heart, and peace to thee.

God wanted me now—He has set me free.
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Processional ....................................................................... Minister

Prayer Reading ................................................................... Minister

Scripture ............................................................................. Minister

Solo ............................................................................. Hadley Davis

Reflections .................................... Family, Friends, and Neighbors
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Selection ..................................................................... Hadley Davis

Acknowledgements .................................................... Hadley Davis

Words of Comfort .....................................Pastor Willie J. Ford, Jr.

The Parting View

Committal

Closing Prayer

Recessional

Precious MemoriesObituary
Willie Michael Saunders was born under the holy matrimony 
of the late Arthur Albert Saunders and Odessa Fennell Saunders.

He was raised in Coconut Grove, Florida, and received his education at 
Carver Elementary School and Coral Gables High School. At a young 
age, he enjoyed playing semi-pro football with his best friends. Willie was 
affectionately known as “Grant” by his loving family and friends. He was 
a kind-hearted and peaceful-natured man whose highest loyalty, love, 
and dedication were for and to his family. He did his best to ensure that he 
showed up for his family whenever they needed him most. He liked being 
on-the-go and did not keep company anywhere too long. He refused to 
waste time on things that did not make sense. He was brave and of good 
courage. 

His career path advanced him to rewarding employment as a 
Superintendent for the Brickell Sun Bank, where he was well- known and 
respected. He later went on to successfully own a commercial cleaning 
service business. He worked in his specialty craft as an automobile 
mechanic. Willie was a man-of-all-work. His diversified qualities and 
experience equipped him to serve his employers, customers, family, and 
friends. He fell in love and married Ms. Annie Lou Harrell-Saunders. 
There were no children born to this union.

His best pastime was fishing. His love for fishing was inevitable, because 
most of his family enjoyed fishing, too. This pleasure led him to go fishing 
anytime of day or night. He absolutely enjoyed the peacefulness and time 
to clear his mind. He loved to cast out at least two lines at a time. One line 
had bait for a “big fish,” as he would say. The other line was for any other 
fish that wanted to hit his line.

His generous humanitarian acts toward others displayed the values that 
were instilled in him by his loving parents. He always treated people as 
equals. He was a bridge for so many people, because he helped them in 
their difficult time of life struggle.

In his spiritual journey, he accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Lord and 
Savior. He faithfully leaned on Psalm 23, as it was his favorite passage.

He was preceded in death by his siblings: James Wilson, Thomas “Bubba” 
Bibbs, Walter Garfield Saunders, and Paul Saunders; sister-in-law: Mae 
Dorothy; brother-in-law: Rudolph Nichols; nieces: Katrena Williams and 
Makala Williams; and nephews: Darren Bibbs and Vincent Williams, Jr.

He is survived by his siblings: Jobeatrice Fennel, Arthur Saunders, 
Verneka Lee (Michael Lee), Mary Saunders, and Ronald Saunders.

His family legacy continues with his surviving children: Yolanda M. 
Saunders (Thomas Brown), Armenthia Belmosa (Omar Belmosa), 
Tiffany Dowdell (Anthony Dowdell), and Selena Davis (Herbert Davis), 
and grandchildren: Arnecia, Kelvin Jr., Taylor, Brook, Airiana, Reagan, 
and Roman.

He is also survived by a host of nieces and nephews: Thomas Bibbs 
(Joyce Williams), Roderick Lee, Vellvette Bibbs (Antoinette Bibbs), 
Anthony Lee, Vickie Saunders, Vincent Williams, Lorenzo Woodley, 
Jr., Alexander Saunders (Shamorra Saunders), Arthur Stewart (Takesha 
Stewart), Eric Stewart (Denise Stewart), and Maurice Stewart, and a host 
of other relatives and close family friends.

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” ~ Psalm 23:1


