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CELEBRATION OF LIFE HONORINGThe Order of Service
 

Processional with Scriptural Sentences

The Hymn of Assurance ...........Take My Hand Precious Lord 

The Scripture Lesson
     The Old Testament ............................................. Psalm 23
     The New Testament  ....................................... John 14:1-7

 
The Prayer of Comfort ..................................................Clergy

Memories ..................................................... Family & Friends
(Please limit to 2 minutes)

Special Tributes ....................... Oliviyel Love & Corey McCoy

Acknowledgment of Condolences

The Silent Reading of the Obituary

Sermonic Hymn  .......................................................Fly Away

The Eulogy
Rev. Dr. Sharron F. Tucker

Associate Minister, Mt. Olivet Baptist Church

The Song of Celebration

The Closing Prayer

Acknowledgments
We the Hawkins and McCoy Family wishes to express 
our thanks for encouraging words and outpouring of love 
during our hour of bereavement. Your innumerable acts of 
kindness are accepted as priceless gems of friendship and 
you made our grief bearable because you gave so much. 
We especially thank you for each one of your prayers. May 
God continue to invoke his richest blessings on each one of 
you this day and forever.

The story of our life begins so 
innocent. I remember asking God 
for a person who would love me 
for me, the one that would be okay 
with my craziness and someone 
that would love me unconditionally. 
I traveled the world in the military, 
from the east coast of the United 
States to the Southern state of Mississippi, to Japan, and then 
back to the United States in 1982. I landed in the small little city 
called Yuma, Arizona. Man this place was a little small desert 
town with very little people in it. Not knowing this was the place I 
would find the woman that God intended for me. When I first saw 
Gladys and her sister out at a nightclub she intrigued me. She 
was quiet and observed everything. This is what intrigued me 
most about her. This was the reason why I pursued her so bad. 
There was something about her that I saw, which gave me the 
feeling that this was the woman for me and I had to have her. Man 
the pursuit was on. Gladys made me wait a whole month before 
she came out again. From that point I never let go . We started 
dating, we started living together and we started our lives together. 
I remember asking her to come to Ohio with me. She packed her 
bags and her son Otis and we began our lives together. As every 
life goes we had our good times, we had our bad times, but we 
worked everything out along the way. Fast forward, in 1990 I finally 
asked her for her hand in marriage. We purchased our first home 
in 1993 and my daughter Rachel was born. Later in life we started 
having grandkids; Corey, Courlan, Princeton, and Melah. Life was 
going just fine. I remember she started having small pain on her 
side in 2016 and it wouldn't go away. I kept pushing her to go to 
the hospital to get it checked out. In 2018 we started treatment for 
cancer. She fought this disease and kept fighting appointment after 
appointment. I know that Gladys is in no more pain. I lost my best 
friend and the love of my life, I will surely miss her every single 
day. I was there when she took her last breath, her last heart beat, 
I saw the tears in her eyes, I saw her looking at me saying to me it 
ain't over don't worry about me, be strong, I can handle this. She 
prepared me for what was happening. But I now know my God has 
her with Him. 

Gladys  M. Hawkins
April 5, 1961 ~ May 22, 2022

Saturday, May 28, 2022
Visitation: 10:00 AM ~ Service: 11:00 AM
The Chapel of Smoot Funeral Services

4019 E Livingston Ave.
Columbus, OH 43227 

     For I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand.
     I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith:  
(2 Timothy 4:6-7)



Obituary
Mrs. Gladys Meryl Hawkins was born April 5, 
1961 in Stanfield, Arizona to the union of Seben 
and Mae Francis McCoy. She was the 10th of 
13 children. Gladys was baptized at a young age 
at Wellton Baptist Church in Wellton Arizona. 
Gladys attended elementary school in Mohawk 
Valley and went to Kofa High School in Yuma, 
Arizona. Gladys loved to run, and in school, she was on the 
softball and track team. She was very good at both sports and 
won Most Valuable Player of her softball team. Gladys was a 
very quiet and kind hearted person who loved her family with 
all her heart. Gladys had one child, Otis, when she met Wayne 
who captured her heart. She left Yuma in 1984 and started 
a new journey with her future husband. Gladys and Wayne 
united on July 7, 1990. In 1993 their daughter Rachel was born.

She is preceded in death by parents; sisters, Olda Mae McCoy, 
Peggy McCoy, Morietter McCoy-Polk, Mary Taft, Betty Faye 
Hall, Brenda Lee Camacho; and half-brother, Raymond McCoy 
Sr.  Left to cherish her memory; devoted husband, Wayne 
Hawkins; children; Otis McCoy Jr. and Rachel Renee Hawkins; 
grandchildren, Corey McCoy, Courlan McCoy, Princeton 
McCoy and Melah McCoy; sisters, Ruth Richardson, Joyce 
Smith, Peggy Dale McCoy and Valerie McCoy; brother, Seben 
McCoy; good friends Patrice Everett and Jessica Einsporn, long 
time friend, Doris Roddy. A host of nieces, nephews, cousins, 
other relatives and friends.

To Our Mom~
My life has been blessed by a 
wonderful mother, who’s wise 
and resourceful and kind… 
She’s someone whose presence 
is peaceful and pleasant, whose 
words come so often to mind. It 
seems all too seldom that we get together…our lives are so 
busy, and yet the sense of connection, the trust and affection 
are feelings I never forget. 

I’M FREE
Don’t grieve for me for now I’m free, 

I’m following the path God laid for me
I took His hand when I heard Him 
call, I turned my back and left it all

I could not stay another day,
To laugh, to love, to work or play

Tasks left undone must stay that way, 
I’ve found that peace at the close of 

day
If my parting has left a void,

Then fill it with remembered joy
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Ah yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish for you the sunshine of 

tomorrow
My life’s been full, I’ve savored much, 

Good friends, good times, 
my loved one’s touch

If my time seemed all too brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief

Lift up your heart, rejoice with me,
God wanted me now, 

He set me free.

DEAR MOTHER
I'm writing you to tell you that I love 
you. Something I hardly ever do.
I never tell you enough how much I 
love you and it's something I must 
do. I need to let you know mother 
how much you really mean to me
So I'm telling you now you mean 
the world to me. I need to thank 
you for all you do for me. Your 
unconditional love toward me 
means a lot to me. You've never 
turned your back on me and I know 
it's something you'll never do. 
Anytime I need someone to talk 
to you're always there to help me 
through and anytime I need a favor 
you always seem to be there, too
There's nothing in this world that I 
could do to pay you back for all you 
do. When God gave me to you, 
that's the best thing he could ever 
do, so this poem is dedicated to 
you because I don't know how else 
to say Thank You.


