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James Donald Whitfield Sr. was born on December 15, 1949, in Boligee, AL to the late Leasie Mae 

Whitfield and Richard Cook. After the death of his father, his mother moved the family to Mobile, AL where 

James graduated from Central High School. He continued and completed his education at Carper State where he 

studied Electronics. In 1970, James married Linda Hardy, and from this union they had eight children (four 

boys and four girls). James later married Loretta Miller, whom he affectionately called “Retta,” (no children to 

this union). 

James was a very hard worker and he started working outside of the home at the age of fourteen, cutting grass 

and cleaning houses for the neighbors to earn money. In 1972, James moved the family to Columbus, OH, 

where he worked at Battelle and the Old Caskets company for many years. James always enjoyed working and 

he worked until the age of seventy renovating houses until his health prevented him from working.  

James was a former member of Mt. Zion Baptist church in Mobile, AL. He served in the Junior Layman. James 

later became a member of Mt. Period Baptist church in Columbus, OH where he served in the choir. In 2017, 

James joined Unity Baptist Church. James loved God and he would always say, “I know God, and God knows 

me.” He would preach to everybody. He also loved that his sisters Shirley and Minnie are both Evangelizers.  

James was incredibly supportive of the sick and he would walk miles to take care of his friends or family if you 

called him. If you were outdoors and needed a place to stay, he would always let you come in and share his 

place.  

James was affectionately called “Slim” or “Preacher” by close family and friends. James was a very classy 

dresser and when he was not working, he wore a suit and a fedora everywhere for most of his adult life. James 

was a die-hard Dallas Cowboys fan (Yep, he was one of “dem” boys too) and he shared this sports bond with 

his son Bryan Whitfield, who preceded him in death in 2017.  

James was preceded in death by his parents, Richard Cook and Leasie Whitfield, sister Bertha Whitfield, son 

Bryan Whitfield, grandson Devanique Whitfield, niece Shenavia Whitfield, and nephews Monroe J. Whitfield 

Jr, Mark Hardy, and Treyvon Hardy. 

James leaves to celebrate his life and cherish his memory, wife Loretta Whitfield, sons James D. Whitfield Jr., 

and Baron Whitfield of Columbus, OH,  Joshah (Morgan) Whitfield of Zanesville, OH, daughters Chanel 

(Warner) Miller of Atlanta, GA,  Larissa Whitfield, Omalique Whitfield and Khalyssah Whitfield of Columbus, 

OH,  step-daughter Latasha Piles and step-son Tony Edwards of Columbus, OH, 33 grandchildren, 21 great 

grandchildren, sisters, Lela M. Leland of Mobile, AL, Minnie (Ivan) Jackson of  Seven, MD, Shirley Sherman 

of Grove City, OH, Daisy Watts of Columbus, OH, and Linda Richardson of Montgomery AL, brother Monroe 

J. Whitfield Sr. of Mobile, AL, special nieces Leasie Westerfield and Silena Hardy of Columbus, OH, special 

nephew Lodisee Hardy of Columbus, OH, longtime friend Robert “Alabama” Williams of Columbus, OH, and 

a host of other nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Call to Worship ……………………………………………………...….………..... Pastor Dr. Vincent L. Golden 

Scripture Reading:  

   Old Testament Ecclesiastes 3:1-11….…………………………………………...………..…. Evangelist Shirley 

Sherman 

   New Testament 2 Corinthians 5:1-10………..……………………………….……Pastor Dr. James D. Jackson  

Prayer Of Comfort…………………………………………………………………………….……Pastor Maurice 

Jackson 

Musical Selection…………………………………………………………………...………………. Unity Baptist 

Church 

Acknowledgements of Sympathy……………………………………………………..………..…... Unity Baptist 

Church 

Reflection/Remembrance.......……………………………………………………….…..…(Son) Joshah Whitfield 

Remarks From The Family (2 minute limit please) …...…………………………….………..…Whitfield Family 

Obituary Reading………………………………………………………………..……(Grandson) Chase Whitfield 

Musical Selection……………………………………………………………...…….... Brother James McMillian 

Eulogy ………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Dr. Vincent L Golden 

Recessional: I Fly Away……………………………………………………….………….…Unity Baptist Church 

Pallbearers: James Donald Whitfield Jr., Baron Whitfield, Joshah Whitfield, Ernest Watts, Richard Watts, 

Lodisee Hardy, Chase Whitfield 

Honorary Pallbearers - Monroe Whitfield Sr., Robert Williams 
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Tribute to our Daddy, James Donald Whitfield Sr……. THE MAN, THE MYTH, THE LEGEND 

We are probably the only grown children still walking around calling their father Daddy but that is all we ever knew you as. 

And you knew us as Lil James, Bryan, Baron, Larissa, Nel, Joshah, Omalique, and Khalyssah. We guess you were trying to 

keep up with your parents.  Yes, we had our own basketball, football, and baseball team. Whenever we hear the words “take” 

and “and” we will always remember you…because you always told us to” take and do this” and “take and do that” …. Well 

now we get to tell you that now you get to TAKE AND REST…We wish that we could say that we are not sad…but we are 

already missing you AND THE TEARS ARE MANY!!!  Whenever we see Uncle Monroe throwing his towel over his shoulder 

and smiling with those pearly whites just like you, we will think of you. We would be remised if we did not thank you for 

choosing our mother, Linda Faye Whitfield Hardy, there exists nowhere in the universe, a woman of her caliber. So, thank 

you for giving us the greatest gift you could have ever given us!  

REST EASY DADDY…WE WILL SEE YOU AGAIN!!! (John 5:28, 29) 

Tribute to James Donald Whitfield Sr, Our Brother 

SO, glad that God sent YOU to be a part of the Alston/Whitfield family; Now YOU have returned to your Maker. SO, glad 

that God sent YOU to our mother Leasie and father Richard. SO, glad that YOU were the third of a clan of eight siblings… 

Lela, Bertha, Minnie, Monroe, Shirley, Daisy, Linda and of course, you JAMES. SO GLAD, we had time to talk over the last 

three years more and more each day about life issues and we had the chance to say “I Love You” to each other.  

Although, I (we) miss YOU. God knew what was best for YOU! 

REST IN PEACE BROTHER.   -- Minnie WHITFIELD Jackson 

We miss you, Grandpa J. and though we are missing you, we will find a way to get thru--Amaliquecia Whitfield 

 

I’m following the path God laid for me. I took His hand when I heard Him call. I turned my back and left it all. I could not 
stay another day. To laugh, to love, to work or play. Task left undone must stay that way, I found that place at the close of 
the day. If my parting has left a void, Then, fill it with remembered joy. A friendship shared, a laugh or kiss, Oh yes, these 
things I too will miss. Be not burden with times of sorrow, I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. My life been full, I savored 
much, Good friends, good times a loved one touched. Perhaps my time seems all to brief, Don’t lengthen it now with undo 
grief, Lift up your heart and share with me. God wanted me now. He set me Free!  

Acknowledgements From the Family 

The family of James Donald Whitfield Sr. wishes to thank and acknowledge with deep appreciation the many 

acts of kindness, love, prayers, services, and support during our time of bereavement.  

Services Entrusted to Smoot Funeral Services  

4019 E. Livingston Avenue Cols, OH 43227 


