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“We… will be caught
up together with them

in the clouds…”
1 Thessalonians 4:17



Encouragement
You can shed tears that she is gone

Or you can smile because she has lived.
You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back.

Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left.
Or you can do what she would want: 

smile, open your eyes, love, and go on.
We chose to go on.

O Mama
O Mama I thought I heard you whisper, what is it “Baby Pie”?  

Was it your voice from on high?
O Mama your coughing is gone 

so the air is pure around God’s throne.
O Mama the smell of your “Sweet Pea” is all in the air; 

your body is just not there.
O Mama I see you rolling your hair but in heaven they do not care.

O Mama I see all your things; hats, sheets, towels, 
and uniforms in the brightest white.

I know in heaven bright is your greatest delight.
O Mama I will never forget your smiling face.  

I thank God for the 84 years he gave you grace.

Love forever and always, 
Doris “Baby Pie” Gail Benjamin



Homegoing Celebration
Processional .................................................................................................Clergy and Family

Hymn ................................................... Blessed Assurance ............................... Minister Gail Garrett 

Bibleway Family Worship Center, Marlin, Texas

Prayer .....................................................................................................Rev. Sabrina Beck, Pastor 

Wayman Chapel A.M.E. Church, Ennis, Texas

Scripture Readings
Old Testament: Psalm 23

Rev. Durrell Ward, Pastor

Bethany Baptist Church, Marlin, Texas

New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Rev. Archie Hatten, III, Pastor

Trinity A.M.E. Church, Waco, Texas

Solo ......................................................Going Up Yonder .............................. Minister Gail Garrett 

Bibleway Family Worship Center, Marlin, Texas

Resolutions ................................................................................................................Appointee

Special Remarks ....................................................... (please limit remarks to 2 minutes or less)

Silent Reading of the Obituary ...................................................................Soft Music

Solo .................................................................................................................. Bro. Leroy Deckard 

Evening Chapel A.M.E. Church, Grand Prairie, Texas

Eulogy...................................................................................................Rev. Eddie Ellis, Jr., Pastor 

St. Paul A.M.E. Church, Marlin, Texas

Recessional ..................................... Hold to His Hand ...................................Clergy and Family

Farewell Dear Mother
Somewhere in my heart 

beneath all my grief and pain,
Is a smile I still wear 

at the sound of your dear name.
The precious word is ‘MOTHER’, 

she was my world you see,
But now my heart is breaking 

cause she’s no longer here with me.
God chose her for His angel 

to watch me from above,
To guide me and advise me 

and know that I’m still loved.
The day she had to leave me 

when her life on earth was through,
God had better plans for her, 

for this, I surely knew.
When I think of her kind heart 

and all those loving years,
My memories surround me 

and I can’t hold back the tears.
She truly was my best friend, 
someone I could confide in,

She always had a tender touch 
and a warm and gentle grin.
I want to thank you Mother 

for teaching me so well,
And though the time has come 

that I must bid you this farewell.
I’ll remember all you’ve taught me 

and make you proud you’ll see.
Thank you my Dear Mother 

for all the love you showed me.
Although you’ve left this earth 
and now you’ve taken flight,

I know that you are here with me 
each morning, noon and night.



God Saw Her
God saw her getting tired

A cure was not to be
He wrapped her in His loving arms

And whispered, “Come to me”
She suffered much in silence,

Her spirit did not bend
She faced her pain with courage,

Until the very end
God’s garden must be beautiful

For he only takes the best
She didn’t deserve what she went through, 

So God gave her a rest
She tried so hard to stay with us

Her fight was not in vain
God took her to His loving home

And freed her from her pain

We love you, 

Katriel, Kenneth, Keronnie 
and Rosylon

What is a Mother-in-law?
She is someone who brightens the times that 
you share with her in her own special style.

She is thoughtful and loving and shows that she 
cares with a simple hug or a warm smile.

Shirley Benjamin, 
you won not only my heart, 

but my family’s too. 
You weren’t just my mother-in-law; 

you were my mother-in-love, and I love you.  
This is not goodbye; this is I’ll see you, later…

Thank You Mama
Thank you, Mama, for all you have done for me.  
You were such a wonderful mother.  As a child, 
you made sure I had all that I needed and wanted.  
But most of all, I thank you for being there for 
me; making sure I went to church at a young 
age, I can remember Sunday school sometimes 
being the youngest one present.  Even though you 
worked a lot, you made sure I was taken care of.  
You told me to love God, trust God, love people, 
and do what is right.  I love you so much and you 
will truly be missed.  

Your Son, 

Kenneth AKA “Big Boy”



Missionary Shirley Ruth Penny Benjamin, the eldest of 14 children, was born on August 
22, 1936, to Mr. Jeff David Penny, Jr. and Mrs. Georgianna Landrum Penny in Chilton, 
Texas.  She graduated from Fredrick Douglass High School in 1956 and from Marlin 
School of Vocational Nursing in 1966. She married Neal Benjamin, Jr. in 1957.  To this 
union four children were born.  

She attended St. Paul United Methodist Church in Chilton then joined St. Paul A.M.E. 
Church after she married and moved to Marlin, Texas.  She remained a faithful member 
of St. Paul for over 60 years and served in many capacities during this time. Her service 
included singing in the choir, working in the mission, mother of church, hospitality 
committee, and church financial officer.  At the 16th Session of the Northwest Texas Annual 
Conference, Missionary Benjamin was given the prestigious stole and title as a Missionary 
Pearl for her over 60 years of service in the A.M.E. Church Women’s Missionary Society.  

She sponsored an annual winter musical in February for 28 years only missing the 
year which one of her grandchildren was born in February.  The musical ministered to 
thousands over the years as well as generated thousands of dollars for the ministry.  Her 
greatest ministry was in hospitality.   She literally cooked and prepared thousands of meals 
in the church and from her home.  Even when her physical body refused to allow her to 
stand and cook, she continued to cook and serve from a sitting position.  It was common 
knowledge that anyone not just St. Paul members were welcome to stop by her home during 
the week as well as on Sunday to get something to eat.  Her most precious assignment was 
to ensure that the Ellis’ Day Home clients (Reggie, Ruthie, Nathaniel, and Laterius) had 
nutritious and delicious meals every day in a timely manner.  Missionary Shirley made 
sure there was more than enough food and ready to be served at 5pm sharp. 

          
She was a member of the Good Samaritan Club and the City-Wide Mission.  For 

several years she collected toys and gifts for children of women who were in prison.  Before 
becoming a nurse, she worked numerous jobs including housekeeping at the hospital and 
giving mineral baths at the bath house.  

She worked at several nursing homes including Golden Years, Elmwood, Bremond, and 
Grosebeck.  She started her nursing career at Buie Hospital and Torbet’s Hospital now 
known as Falls County Community Hospital and Clinic.  She ended her nursing career 
with retirement from the Veteran’s Administration Hospital in Marlin, Texas.

The Life Story ofThe Life Story of

Missionary Shirley BenjaminMissionary Shirley Benjamin

Missionary Shirley was always trying to help someone.  Many times, she opened her 
home for others to not only eat but to sleep and stay.  You never knew who was going to 
be sleeping next to you or who was going to be living on the front porch.  She loved to do 
laundry and insisted that white things be white. She would do your laundry and bring you 
a big pot of stew or beans or whatever she had.  She was an encourager, and when she got 
her nursing degree, she pushed others she knew to do the same.  She gave her books and 
other materials to those who needed them to get through nursing school.  

She was preceded in death by her mother and father; five brothers, Lashone, Larry James, 
Clarence Edward, Calvin, and Jeff III; one beloved daughter, Beverly Diane Ellis; and an 
adored grandson, Donald Ray “Bo” Blakes.  

O how she loved her children! She poured her heart into them and sowed all she could 
into them.  She worked sometimes two and three jobs to make sure they got what they 
needed.  Cherishing her precious memory: oldest daughter, Doris “Baby Pie” Gail Benjamin 
and friend, Preston “Honey bear” Ball; sons, Donald “Killer” Ray Benjamin (Shekeitha) 
and Kenneth “Big Boy” Ray Benjamin all of Fort Worth, Texas; and is preceded in death 
by her youngest daughter, Beverly Diane Ellis (Rev. Eddie Ellis, Jr.) (Rev. Benita Hill-Ellis) 
of Marlin, Texas.  Her brothers are: Leonard “Main” Penny (Myrtle) of Chilton, Texas; 
Dennis Penny (Dorothy) of Fort Worth, Texas; Charles Penny (Nora) Duncanville, Texas; 
Calvin Penny (deceased) (Vonceil) of Arlington, Texas; Jeff Penny (deceased) (Edna) of 
Fort Worth, Texas.  Her sisters are:  Della Barrett (Raymond, deceased); Bobbie McCoy 
(Robert “Hardtime” McCoy, deceased) all of Fort Worth, Texas; Bennie Penny, Angel 
Penny, and Ruth Ann Penny all of Marlin, Texas.  

She loved on and remembered fourteen grandchildren’s birthdays; thirteen great 
grandchildren’s birthdays; and four great-great grandchildren’s birthdays.  

She is remembered by a host of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, church members, 
friends, co-workers, and neighbors encountered in the eighty-four years God gave her to us.


