
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 

Viewing: 10AM – 11AM 

Graveside Memorial To Follow 

 

Compassion & Serenity Funeral Home Chapel 

7451 Old Alexander Ferry Road 

Clinton, Maryland  20735 

 

Reverend Shauna Carter, Presiding  

C o l e y ,  j r .  

S u n r I s e :  f e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  1 9 3 2 

S u n s e t :  d e c e m b e r  3,  2 0 2 1 

T h e  l I f e  o f  



Call to Worship 

Reverend Shauna Carter 

 

Prayer of Comfort 

Deacon Debbie Beasley 

 

Scripture Reading 

Demi Coley 

Psalm 51:1-14 

John 14:1-6 

 

Selection 

Arlene Coley 

“There’s a Leak In This Old Building” 

 

Words of Comfort 

Evangelist Hattie Parks, Faith Temple #2 Original Freewill Baptist Church 

Reverend Shauna Carter, Ebenezer AME Church – Charlotte Hall 

 

Selection 

Arlene Coley 

“When You Hear of My Homegoing” 

 

Burial Rites 

Reverend Shauna Carter 

 

Benediction 

Reverend Shauna Carter 

 

Interment 

National Harmony Memorial Park 

Hyattsville, Maryland 

Eternal Peace Mausoleum 

 

 

“For everything there is a season,  

and a time for every purpose under heaven…” 

 



Ollen Coley Jr. was born on Valentine’s Day 1932 

to parents Willie and John Emma Coley. He was 

named after his grandfather, Ollin Coley. He was 

the baby of seven children, five boys and two girls. 

He was loving known as “Boy” by his siblings. Losing 

a sister Olivia at an early age, left his sister Hattie 

with only her brothers.  

 

When Ollen was born, Hattie (known as “Sister”) 

told their mom she was tired of her baby dolls and 

wanted a real baby. Only two ½ years older than 

Ollen, Hattie took on the role of mom. She would 

struggle to carry him around the house and would 

chew her food at dinner then place it in “Boy’s” 

mouth. The boys would say “Ma, Sister is chewing 

her food and putting it in the baby’s mouth.” His 

mom would respond “That’s her baby and she can 

do whatever she wants with her baby.” Hattie took 

her responsibility very seriously by caring for and 

supporting Ollen, calling him each and every day 

up until her health began to fail this year at age 

92.  

Ollen was educated in Wayne County Public Schools in Fremont-Pikeville, North Carolina. 

He had a love for Western movies and would often wear cowboy hats, holsters, and 

boots. He would say he was a black cowboy who rode a Cadillac instead of a horse.  

Ollen also had a love for convertible cars and could drive anything on wheels.  

 

Ollen met the love of his life Edith and there was instant magic. He was so smitten with her 

and knew early on that he wanted to spend the rest of his life with her. Edith, the  

vocal leader and Ollen, the quiet storm. They balanced each other out perfectly!  

 

Ollen loved to fish, cook, and bake. While courting his wife Edith for 30 years, he had  

dinner hot and ready for her at his home every Sunday after her church services. Family 

grew to love and request his chicken and dumplings, BBQ pig’s feet, homemade  

pineapple coconut cake and snow cream to name a few. He absolutely LOVED the 

Washington Football Team. They would often let him down, but he remained a loyal fan. 

Him and his brother William would often watch the games together and have heated  

debates over the Redskins and Cowboys. William hated the Redskins!  

 

Ollen gave his life to Christ and was baptized at Faith Temple No. 2 Original Freewill  

Baptist Church under the leadership of the late Bishop Dr. Limmie Nathaniel Forbes and 

could often be found quietly sitting amongst the Deacon’s board next to his cousin and 

close friend Jonathan Wilder.  

 

 

F  O  R  E  V  E  R   I  N   O  U  R   H  E  A  R  T  S  



Ollen was employed as a chef during his younger years then later became an attendant 

and General Manager for MCM Parking and contracting for companies like Verizon 

throughout his career. His coworkers loved his dedication, friendly disposition and work 

ethic and would often shower him with large monetary gifts during the holidays. When his 

daughter Arlene later became an employee at Verizon, she put his picture on her desk 

and learned that many of her coworkers had previously worked with her father for several 

years. They all would tell her how he always had a smile on his face and was one of the 

nicest men they had ever met.  

 

Ollen was preceded in death by his wife Edith Coley, parents; Willie and John Emma  

Coley, siblings; Robert Coley, James Frank Coley, William Coley, Rudolph Coley and Olivia 

Coley, children; Gwendolyn Washington, William Riley Jr., Mary Jane King and Marquett 

Riley.  

 

Ollen leaves to cherish his memory, his daughters; Carol Pendleton and Arlene Coley,  

sister; Hattie Medley, grandchildren; Valencia, David, Marquette Riley, Antony May II, 

Monique Riley, Erica Pendleton, C’Mone, Dedra and Demi. Great grandchildren; Jazmine 

Washington, Antony May III, Amaury Pendleton, Nehemiah Coley, Nason Ollin Coley, 

Nyelle Edith Coley and A’mora May, brother-in-law; Donald Kibler (Christine), sister-in law; 

Gloria Kibler, Bessie “Olivia” Barnes (whom he often referred to as his “favorite niece who 

always checked on him”), goddaughters; Gail Wilder-Venegas, Gladys Anderson, and 

Dorothy Moore, and a host of other nieces, nephews, cousins, relatives, and friends. 

Weep not for me though I am gone 

Into that gentle night 

Grieve if you will, but not for long 

Upon my soul’s sweet flight. 

 

I am at peace, my soul’s at rest 

There is no need for tears. 

For with your love I was so blessed 

For all those many years. 

 

There is no pain, I suffer not, 

The fear now all is gone. 

Put now these things out of your thoughts 

In your memory I live on. 

 

Remember not my fight for breath 

Remember not the strife 

Please do not dwell upon my death, 

But celebrate my life.  









William H. Medley Jr. 

Darnell Adams 

Arlene wishes to express her eternal gratitude to 

everyone who supported Papa Coley during his 

time of illness: Debbie Rose Beasley, Valencia Riley, 

Dedra Coley and family Demi Coley, Ayanna and 

Frederick Johnson, Dav’Rene Marbury, Trevetta 

Smith, Mark Jackson, Steven Rivers, Gladys  

Anderson and Family, Gary Stanley, Johnny  

Deloatch, Kalena Grant, Dorothy Moore, Deacon 

Johnny Martin, Trinika Harley, Renal Care of Seat 

Pleasant, Future Care Capitol Region 

AMA Landscaping, Around the Clock Chicken, 

Shervon Blackwell, First Lady Veronica Gardner,  

Dani Skinner and the Compassion and Serenity 

Family and Faith Temple No 2 OFB  

Bereavement Ministry. 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ENTRUSTED TO: 
Compassion and Serenity Funeral Home 

7451 Old Alexander Ferry Road 

Clinton MD  20735 

(240) 244.5244 

 

Programs By Twanitta (240) 606.6876 

IG @TwanittaLanay 

David Washington, II 

Antony May, II 

Donnell Singley 

Robert Anderson Jr. 

Donovan Anderson 

Steven Rivers 


