
The family of John Ryan deeply appreciates and gratefully 

acknowledges your kind expressions of love, support and 

sympathy. It will always be remembered by  

me and my family.  - Eric Ryan 

      PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ENTRUSTED TO:        
         Compassion & Serenity Funeral Home 

7451 Old Alexandria Ferry Road 

Clinton, MD 20735 

                                 Tel: (240) 244.5244 

 

                     Programs By Twanitta (240) 606.6876 

At A Later Date 

Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery 

Cheltenham, Maryland 

 

A  t r I b u t e  o f  h o n o r  &  l o v e 

In loving memory 
He marches in God's army now  

but once upon a time, 

With valor he fought long and proud  

with freedom on his mind. 

 

Leaving loved ones behind,  

he treaded foreign land, 

Defending peace and liberty,  

he was indeed an honorable young man. 

 

The world may never know him  

or the sacrifices he made  

or enemies he had to slay, 

So please take a moment 

and remember this soldier today. 

 

"The light that keeps you going, the star that makes you 

remember or the sun beam that brings back a memory. 

A father lives on through the light.” 

acknowledgements 

INterment 

Sunrise: July 1, 1931 | sunset: October 9, 2020  

A MESSAGE ABOUT MISSING MY FRIEND 
You can shed tears that he is gone  

Or you can smile because he has lived. 

You can close your eyes and pray that he will return 

 Or you can open your eyes  

and see all that he has left. 

 

Your heart can be empty because you  

can’t see him or you can be full of the love 

 that you shared while with him. 

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live today  

Or you can be happy for tomorrow  

because of yesterday. 

 

You can remember him and only that he is gone 

Or you can cherish the memory of his love,  

embrace the blessing that he was and go on. 



John Ryan, a kind and gentle giant of a few words, graced 

us with his presence July 1, 1934 in St. Louis, Missouri and was 

called home to be with the Lord October 9, 2020.   

He is the son of the late Ora Smith and John Ryan Sr.  

 

He was baptized in Christ at St. Nicholas Catholic Church in 

St. Louis and graduated from Sumner Highschool in 1952. 

John was a very faithful and popular member of St. Andrews 

Catholic Church after relocating to Clinton, Maryland. He is 

preceded in death by his three brothers, William, Harold and 

Ralph and his three sisters Rose, Jimmie and Shirley. 

 

John had a passion for planes: therefore in 1953, he  

enlisted into the Airforce where he respectively ranked as 

Chief Master Sergeant. Mr. Ryan was honorably discharged 

from the Airforce in April 1986. During his tour of duty, John 

was stationed at myriad Airforce bases such as Kadena AFB 

in Okinawa, Japan; Castle AFB in central California; Travis 

AFB in northern California and Andrews AFB in southern  

Maryland. John loved his country immensely and fought for 

Americans fiercely through his acts in the military. After he 

retired from the Airforce, he worked at the Pentagon twice 

and finally retired for the third time at age 71. 

 

In June of 1969, Mr. Ryan was joined in holy matrimony to the 

beautiful Mary Elizabeth Clemons and from that union, their 

only son, Eric was born. 

 

John leaves to cherish his memory his faithful and  

devoted wife, Mary, his loving son, Eric (both reside in  

Georgia); his sisters Freda Covington and Brenda Matthews 

(both of Missouri); his sister-in-law Patricia Cunningham of 

Michigan; his very special friends, Darrin and Nettie Keller of 

Maryland as well as a host of nephews, nieces, cousins and 

his beloved church family from St. Andrews Catholic Church. 

 

The incomparable John Ryan will be surely missed but now 

he's singing and rejoicing amongst the most High and his 

eternal brothers and sisters of angels. 

Opening Hymn - “Ave Maria”  

Lennie Noblezada 

 

Liturgy of the Word  

 

First Reading 

Darrin Keller 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

 

Second Reading 

Darrin Keller  

 

Gospel 

Father Sean Knox 

 

Homily 

Father Sean Knox 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 

Communion hymn 

Waiting in Silence 

  

   Final Remarks/Commendation 

 

Reading of the Obituary 

Nettie Keller 

 

Recessional Hymn - “Rise Up With Him” 

Lennie Noblezada 

Monday, October 19, 2020 

Viewing: 12PM | Mass: 12:30PM 

Joint Base Andrews  

JB Andrews, MD United States 

 

Color Guard Entrance 

t h e  l I f e  &  l e g a c y  o f 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for 

every purpose under heaven…” 


