
YOU NEVER GAVE UP 
 The 79th day you never gave up 

You kept the fight going and you never gave up 

You had to keep the dream alive  

no matter what but you never gave up 

Too afraid to let go without your kids  

You still never gave up. 

 

The 79th day you had to answer the call  

and you never gave up 

As you held our hands tightly  

and you still never gave up 

No one will ever make sense of this fight  

but still never gave up. 

 

On 06/27/2020 your baby girls birthday  

you still never gave up 

On the 79th day you were still holding  

on just to answer Ryan’s question  

and you still never gave up 

So we wouldn’t be afraid to let go  

all because you never gave up 

 

Love Trina (Your Baby Girl) 
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The family of the late Paul Edward Johnson wish to thank 

everyone for the many acts of kindness and expressions of 

love shown during this difficult time.  May God  

continue to bless you! 
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        Programs By Twanitta (240) 606.6876 

A  t r I b u t e  o f  h o n o r  &  l o v e 

Saturday, July 11, 2020 

Viewing: 3PM | Celebration of Life: 4PM 

 

Berean Baptist Church 

924 Madison Street NW 

Washington, DC 20011 

 

Rev. Robert Childs, Pastor 

Sunrise: July 11, 1949  |  sunset: June 28, 2020 



Paul Edward Johnson was born to Clifford and Juanita  

Johnson on July 11,1949 in Nashville, Tennessee. After a lengthy 

illness, he transitioned into eternal rest on June 28, 2020.   

 

Paul was educated in the District of Columbia Public School  

System having attended Kelly Miller Junior High and Spingarn 

High School. He decided to leave DC Public Schools at the end 

of his junior year and transferred to Opportunities  

Industrialization Center (OIC), where he enrolled in the  

Automotive Mechanics program.   This is where he discovered 

his true passion, working on cars and trucks. Upon graduation 

Paul began his professional career as a Diesel Mechanic at the 

Hecht Company Warehouse. He later worked for Airborne  

Express.  Though working on cars was his passion, he always  

returned to his first love, the family business, Johnson and Son’s 

Construction Company. 

 

Paul married Rochelle Johnson in June 1974 and from this  

union two children were born, Ryan Paul Johnson and Trina  

Diane Johnson. Paul loved dancing, fishing, bowling,  

coloring, spending time with family and friends and most of all 

cheering on his favorite team The Washington Redskins. 

 

Paul leaves to mourn a devoted son and daughter, five  

grandchildren, Jesamyn Johnson, Junice Dunn, Amani  

Johnson, Davouz Johnson and DeShaun Savoy, two loving  

sisters Dolores Barnes and Bernadine Toye (Ricardo).  He  is  

proceeded in death by his mother, father and older brother 

Richard Johnson.  

 

Paul’s memory will continue to be shared by a host of nieces, 

nephews, aunts, uncles, and friends, especially those at the 

Stoddard Baptist Nursing Home. 

Processional                              One Sweet Day (Mariah Carey) 

 

Opening Prayer                                 Rev. Jonathan V. Newton 

 

Scripture Reading    

Old Testament      Psalm 37:23,25 and 37      Demond Warren 

New Testament    1 Thessalonians 4:13-18       Demond Brown 

 

Musical Selection                            

 

Acknowledgement/Expressions 

 

Prayer of Comfort                                                 Tarsha Warren 

 

Musical Selection           In the Midst of It All (Yolanda Adams) 

 

Tribute to My Father                        

 

Poem Tribute             You Never Gave Up      Tamika Simmons  

                                                                            for Trina Johnson 

    

Words From the heart                                           Ryan Johnson 

                                                                                Grandchildren 

 

Reading of Obituary                            LTC (R) Ricardo C. Toye 

 

Musical Selection                       Someone Watching Over You 

                                                                          (Yolanda Adams) 

 

Eulogy                                                 Rev. Jonathan V. Newton 

 

Benediction 

 

Recessional                Great Is Your Mercy  (Donnie McClurkin) 

 

 

 

My baby brother how I will miss you. Paul so happy you are 

with mom, dad and Rick. Sorry you left us but  

you had suffered long enough. 

I love you so much. 

 
Dolores 

Dear Paul, 

I could not have had a more loving, thoughtful, and  

giving brother.  Growing up together, you always looked 

out for me.  You were my protector, but more than  

anything, you were my true friend.  I will always remember 

the fun times that we had together as teenagers, we 

were truly inseparable.  I really enjoyed the time we spent 

together during the last couple of years where we often 

remembered those special events and we sang our  

favorite songs. Rest in Peace my brother,  

and thank you for it all.   

I will always love you. 

 

Bernie 

A  c e l e b r a t I o n  o f  l I f e  &  l e g a c y 

t h e  l I f e  &  l e g a c y  o f 


