
Do Not Stand At My Grave And Weep 
Do not stand at my grave and weep, 

I am not there, I do not sleep. 

I am in a thousand winds that blow, 

I am the softly falling snow. 

I am the gentle showers of rain, 

I am the fields of ripening grain. 

I am in the morning hush, 

I am in the graceful rush 

Of beautiful birds in circling flight, 

I am the starshine of the night. 

I am in the flowers that bloom, 

I am in a quiet room. 

I am in the birds that sing, 

I am in each lovely thing. 

Do not stand at my grave and cry, 

I am not there. I do not die. 

 

By Mary Elizabeth Frye 

There are not enough words to fully express our heartfelt 

thanks for the sympathy, love, and support you have  

extended to our family during this time of loss:  

  

The Family of Ralph S. Tapscott 

 Larry Bulls, Leon Adams,  

Dion Adams, Kevin Davis, Mount 

Fulcher, Demarko Fulcher 

Fort Lincoln Cemetery 

3401 Bladensburg Rd 

Brentwood, MD  20722 

NOTE: Please be at the cemetery by 1:00PM 

   PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ENTRUSTED TO: 
Compassion and Serenity Funeral Home 

7451 Old Alexandria Ferry Road 

Clinton MD 20735 

(240) 244.5244 

 

Programs By Twanitta (240) 606.6876 

IG @TwanittaLanay 

A  T R I B U T E  O F  H O N O R  &  L O V E 

S p e n c e r  t a p p s c o t t  

n o v e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 4 0  |  a p r I l  1 5 ,  2 0 2 2  



Ralph Spencer Tapscott, well known to loved ones as 

"Spencer," was born November 10, 1940, to John and  

Margret Tapscott in Washington, DC. He and his older siblings 

were raised in the Rosedale neighborhood in Northeast 

where he attended Charles Young Elementary School and 

Hugh M. Brown Jr High School. He was an avid sportsman 

and developed his athleticism playing football for the Mighty 

Green Wave at Joel Elias Springarn High School. After  

graduating in 1959, Spencer enlisted in the United States  

Army, where he played basketball and served his country for 

three years before being honorably discharged in 1962. 

  

After leaving the army, Spencer joined the Metropolitan  

Police Department (MPD) where much of his tenure was 

spent with the Fourth District in Northwest. "Tap," as he was 

affectionately dubbed by residents, focused on building 

community with those who lived in the neighborhoods he 

patrolled, taking the time to get to know them and ensuring 

that they knew him as well. During any given shift, he never 

met a stranger, and you could find him on his beat making 

conversation with men, women, and children from all  

different backgrounds and walks of life. Tap was named  

Policeman of the Year shortly before retiring in 1984.  

 

Upon retirement from MPD, Spencer continued in law  

enforcement with the Prince George’s Community College 

Campus Police. While working for the college, he developed 

a great rapport with students, staff, and faculty and took 

pride in keeping the campus safe for everyone. Working the 

second shift allowed for Spencer to attend classes in the 

mornings and early afternoon, and at the age of 53, he 

earned an Associate Degree in Law Enforcement. He 

worked with campus police for many years and retired for a 

second and final time in the late 1990s. 

 

On March 19, 1988, Spencer married the love of his life—

childhood classmate and friend Brenda Crawford—in their 

hometown of Washington, DC. In marriage, they would 

spend time supporting each other's likes, hobbies, and the 

Washington Redskins. Brenda's "Big Baby" loved to look good 

and smell better; he never had a hair out of place, and it 

was the family joke that he spent longer than her in the  

bathroom getting ready. Together, they also helped to raise 

their beloved granddaughter, Cassandra. Taking her and 

others  

to the Tapscott family reunions in Warrenton, VA was an  

annual trip they would all look forward to for the hayrides, 

grilled food, playing in the creek, and many, many rounds 

of horseshoes. 

 

Aside from family time, Spencer also enjoyed watching his 

favorite tv shows and movies. He appreciated a wide  

variety, so anything from First 48 to the Maury Povitch and 

Jerry Springer shows could hold his attention. And for movie 

night, the scarier the better; characters like Jason and  

Freddy Kreuger did not phase him one bit. That might have 

been because as a sharpshooter, he collected guns of all 

types and visited the range often to practice and hone his 

skills. In addition to those hobbies, Spencer loved  

swimming, spending time at the beach, and good food, 

especially seafood from the wharf in Southwest paired with 

his very own signature potato salad. 

 

Preceded in death by his parents, siblings Gloria Johnson 

(David), John “Johnny” Tapscott Jr., and Roberta "Bertie" 

Chandler, and nephew David Johnson, Spencer is survived 

by his loving wife Brenda Fulcher-Tapscott; devoted  

granddaughter Cassandra Bulls (Larry); bonus children  

Mona Adams (Leon), Roxanne Acosta, Sibyl Duckett 

(William), Stephenie Fulcher, April Fulcher, and Mount 

"Scooby" Fulcher; brother William Tapscott; sister in-law  

Geraldine Tapscott; brother in-law Gladstone Chandler 

(Millie); nieces Toni Peterson, Gayle Tapscott, and Maggie 

Germans (Scott); nephews John Chandler (Katrina) and 

William Tapscott Jr; and a host of grandchildren and  

great-grandchildren. He will be missed so dearly by all who 

knew and loved him. 

Wednesday, April 27, 2022 

Viewing: 10:00 a.m. | Celebration of Life: 11:00 a.m. 

LIVESTREAM: www.tributeoflove.org 

 

The Temple of Praise 

700 Southern Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, DC 20032 

Bishop Glen A. Staples, Th.D. D. Min DD, Presiding Prelate 

Pastor Walter L. Staples, TH.D., Senior Pastor 

 

Eulogist:  MINISTER RICKY STATON 

Officiating: PASTOR LANCE AUBERT 

Processional                                                  Pastors, Elders, Ministers 
 
Invocation                                                          The Temple of Praise 
 
Opening Selection                                            The Temple of Praise 
                            “WHEN WE ALL GET TO HEAVEN” 
                                             
                                                                    
Scripture Reading                                                           Joe Durham 
                                                                                     Sharon Durham 
Psalm 23 - Old Testament  
John 14:1-6 - New Testament 
 
Prayer of Consolation                                                     Mary Barber 
 
Selection                                                            The Temple of Praise 
                                      “GOING UP YONDER” 
 
Reading of Obituary                                                         Kevin Davis 
    
Acknowledgments                                           Stephanie Hall-Hayes 
 
Reflections                                                                  Family & Friends  
                                                            FOUR PEOPLE 2 MINUTES EACH 
                                                          Cassandra Bulls (Life Reflection) 
 
Praise Dance                                                                   Maya Robins 
 
Selection                                                             The Temple of Praise 
                                         “AMAZING GRACE” 
                                                                                                                 
Eulogy                                                                   Minister Ricky Staton 
 
Benediction | Recessional 


