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     The Family 

Miss Me 
When I come to the end of the road 

and the sun has set for me, 
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room. 

Why cry for a soul set free? 
Miss me a little, but not too long, 

and not with your head bowed low. 
Remember the love that we once shared, 

Miss me but let me go. 
For this is a journey we all must take, 

and each must go alone. 
It's all part of the Master plan, 

A step on the road to home. 
When you are lonely and sick of heart, 

Go to the friends we know 
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds. 

Miss me, but let me go. 



V 
irginia “Virgie, ViVi” was born in New Bedford, Mass 
on January 23,1923. In her early years she grew up 
briefly knowing her Mom Anna Raymond who passed 

14 months after Virginia was born while living with her dad 
Antonio but under the loving tutelage of Dorothy Roderick in 
Harwich, Mass.  Virgie graduated from Harwich High School 
among very few Cape Verdean girls like herself.  Soon after 
she was on her own at the age of 16 when she moved to 
Boston and met a guy that swept her off her feet by the name 
of Walter Sisco, a Musician, a Sax player and Band Leader in 
the South End on the Mass Avenue stretch of Boston.  A little 

known fact is she was hired as a Waitress in the late 1940’s by a Gentleman 
named “Christmas” the Restaurant was called “Slades” yes the original Slades 
Barbeque.  She gave birth to her first son “Jr” in 1947 and had 4 more sons 
while still working as a waitress. She continued working there well into the 
1960’s where she worked for the owner at that time who was Bill Russell.  

Her oldest son was 16 years old when her husband Walter died.  Virginia 
Sisco raised her children as a single Mom.  She lived in Roxbury on Marcella 
Street from the late 1950’s until her passing. 

Her greatest love was entertaining and feeding people and took pride in 
making everyone happy.    

 

Here are some things our Mom would encourage us to embrace…… 

#1   No matter how I had lived and behaved since a child, she loved me no 
matter what.  So I embrace the fact that I can do the same, no matter what. I 
can love people for who they are.  

#2   Ma instilled in us that no matter what, she meant for her son's to 
always stick together, the Reality is we are sticking together.  

#3   Ma also pushed the theory it is not what you say it is how you say it. 

So, so true. 

#4   Don’t hold grudges, based on the fact that it will destroy who you 
really are.  

And finally most importantly a way of life, to thy own self be true and the 
list will continually go on…… 
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"I've learned  

that people will forget 

what you said, 

people will forget  

what you did, 

but people will 

never forget 

how you made them.” 

Poem 
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