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Lift ev'ry voice and sing 
'Til earth and heaven ring 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the list'ning skies 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea 
Sing a song full of the faith that the 
dark past has taught us 
Sing a song full of the hope that the 
present has brought us 
Facing the rising sun of our new day 
begun 
Let us march on 'til victory is won 
Stony the road we trod 
Bitter the chastening rod 
Felt in the days when hope unborn 
had died 
Yet with a steady beat 
Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fa-
thers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with 
tears has been watered 

We have come, treading our path 
through the blood of the slaughtered 
Out from the gloomy past 
'Til now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright 
star is cast 
God of our weary years 
God of our silent tears 
Thou who has brought us thus far on 
the way 
Thou who has by Thy might 
Led us into the light 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray 
Lest our feet stray from the places, 
our God, where we met Thee 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine 
of the world, we forget Thee 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand 
May we forever stand 
True to our God 
True to our native land 

Lift Every Voice and Sing 



Order of Service  "In search of my mother's garden, I found my own." 
      Alice Walker. 

Elaine Gibson, of Boston, MA, passed away on November 17, 2020, after a brief illness.  
 
Elaine was born in Boston’s South End on June 24, 1954, daughter of Mary Ellen Hill Gibson of 
Florida, and the late Mose Gibson of Louisiana. She was the youngest of four siblings, Stanley 
Gibson of Easton, MA, Carolyn Gibson of Mattapan, MA, and the late Imogene Gibson 
Karawa. Elaine was a lifelong, proud Boston resident, and lived in the neighborhoods of the 
South End, Dorchester, and Mattapan. 
 
A recognized authority in the field of education, she attended Commonwealth School for high 
school where she first discovered her passion for teaching while working at the Trotter School 
as part of an education class. While attending Commonwealth, she met some of her closest and 
life-long friends, who call themselves the Little Old Ladies Club. Elaine went on to attend 
Emmanuel College where she received her Bachelor of Arts and later attended Suffolk 
University where she received a Master of Education. She was a proud Golden Life Member of 
the Boston alumni chapter of Delta Sigma Theta sorority and served on many committees. 
Elaine was also a Board Member of Commonwealth School. 
 
Elaine dedicated her life to education and inspiring youth to achieve their dreams through 
dedicated hard work. She served as a Boston Public Schools special education teacher and 
administrator for over 30 years before she retired as the Principal of the Lucy Stone 
Elementary School. She showed love to her students and was open to all parents. Many 
remember the partnerships she created for her students to address their social needs and to 
continue their learning inside and outside of the classroom.  
 
Her daughters, Robyn and Reann, fondly remember times when they would accompany her 
around the holidays to deliver gifts to students who might not otherwise have any, and how she 
had an inventory of uniforms in her office to give to students who needed them. Within the 
schools where she worked, she created intentional and collaborative spaces for families and 
community members to connect, such as through school potlucks. She was a revolutionary, go-
getter, who through all the obstacles and barriers was able to achieve her goals and spread 
knowledge and kindness to everyone she encountered.  
 
Elaine loved organizing family trips and gatherings, and watching movies and television with 
family. She cherished rituals and traditions, and took joy from maintaining these traditions 
through the years. Elaine was a loving friend who gave heartfelt advice and was a listening ear 
when needed. She was a resource who had insight on any situation and always knew exactly 
who to call. She was a consistent and fierce advocate for those she deeply cared about. Elaine 
had a special story for every situation, and enjoyed telling and retelling her favorites.  
 
Elaine Gibson is survived by her mother, Mary Ellen Hill Gibson, brother Stanley Gibson, sister 
Carolyn Gibson, daughters Robyn and Reann Gibson, members of the Little Old Ladies Club - 
Klare, Judy, Barbara, and Carolyn - and a large and loving network of nieces, nephews, 
cousins and extended family and friends, and hundreds of students and families whose lives she 
touched. 
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6ൾඅൾർඍංඈඇ Lift Every Voice and Sing 
Lead by Ms. Paula Elliott 
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6ർඋංඉඍඎඋൾ Psalm 20: 5-6  
Read by Aziz Karawa 

2ൻංඍඎൺඋඒ Rev. Denise Myers 
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Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

3ඈൾආ At Times Like This  
by Nikki Giovanni 
Read by Mac Capwell 

7උංൻඎඍൾඌ Friends and Family 

(ඎඅඈඒ Klare Shaw 
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5ൾർൾඌඌංඈඇൺඅ Step by Step by 
Whitney Houston 

‘Family, Excellence, and Education those were my mother, Elaine Gibson’s core 
values that she instilled in everyone around her. She could tell when you 
needed stern direction and guidance or a story that made you think about your 
situation differently. She loved fiercely and we know we truly have a guardian 
angel that is watching over us. "               Robyn  and Reann Gibson 


