
Annie L. Kinkead 
A Celebration of Life  

July 29, 1934   -   July 31, 2020 

Arrangements Entrusted To: 

Davis Funeral Home 
89 Walnut Avenue, Roxbury  •  654 Cummins Highway, Mattapan 

617 427-0828 • 617 296-1755 

Saturday, August 8, 2020       11:00 AM        Davis Funeral Home 
 

654 Cummins Highway, MASSACHUSETTS 02126 
 

Officiant: The Reverend Dr. Gregory G. Groover, Sr. - Senior Pastor 
The Historic Charles Street A.M.E. Church  

 

Acknowledgment 
The family appreciates the outpouring of support during this time of loss.  

And those from farther away have worked to lessen our burden.  
We are eternally grateful.  

Annie loved tennis and was taught by the well known tennis coach,  Sonny Paige at the Sportsmen Tennis 
Club in Dorchester.  In the late 80Ƒ, Annie met, fell in love with, and  married Gareth P. Kinkead; with 
whom she made a home together for 25 years until his passing seven years ago. Together, the two rocked 
Mattapan as a power team on their mission to make their home community a peaceful and beautiful place 
to live...their own little “Shangri-la” as they called it. And from that dream, they evolved the Colorado 
Street Neighborhood Association, Shangri-la bowling teams, Shangri-la gardens, and the Shangri-la 
Walking Group.  During their down time, Annie and Gareth would travel extensively with family and 
friends, including seventeen cruises and countless countries.  
 

Lastly she was instrumental in the union of many marriages by way of “Weddings by the Kinkeads”,  
with Gareth officiating  and Annie addressing each and every detail to make each couples wedding day  
magical. 
 

Outside of their collaboration with a myriad of city and state officials, Annie earned a deeply and widely 
known reputation via her memberships with: Roxbury Seniors on the Move, The Red Hats Society,  
The Freedomhouse Goldenaires/Steppers, The Mayor's Advisory Council, and Boston Elders 2010.  Annie 
Landrum Kinkead was called home to her heavenly mansion with God on July 31, 2020. Before her  
peaceful passing, Annie expressed how wonderful a life she lived with absolutely no regrets. 
 

Annie is greatly known as an amazing, caring, and loving woman who was passionate about giving back 
and getting things done; especially if it involved her family and community. 
 

Annie is succeeded by her daughter, D. Vanessa Wilson-Howard, Granddaughter, Koinonia Diva Howard 
of Mattapan,  Step-children, Gloria Kinkead and  Gareth L. Kinkead, and a host of loving nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.  Not to mention the many, many, MANY friends and extended family she’s gained throughout 
her life.  

Continued... 



ORGAN PRELUDE………………………………………….BROTHER JOSHUA SUTHERLAND 
 

PROCESSION 
 

INVOCATION & OPENING PRAYER 
 

SCRIPTURE READING: 
 

 OLD TESTAMENT………Proverbs 3: 15 and 31: 10, 25-31……..…De_HAWN BUNCH 
 NEW TESTAMENT……..1Peter 3: 3-5…………………………………..ROBERT BUNCH 
 

SOLO SELECTION……………………………………………………..SISTER BRANDI DORCH 
 

REMARKS………………………………………………………………………………..2 Minutes 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

OBITUARY READING……………………………GRANDAUGHTER KOINONIA D.  HOWARD 
 
EULOGY………………………………………...REVEREND DR. GREGORY G. GROOVER, SR. 
 

BENEDICTION…………………………………..REVEREND DR. GREGORY G. GROOVER, SR. 
 

RECESSION 
 

ORGAN POSTLUDE……………………………………….BROTHER JOSHUA SUTHERLAND 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
         On Sunday,  July 29, 1934 in Edgefield South Carolina, Annie 

Landrum Kinkead was born the youngest of three children to the late 
Annie M. (Oliphant) Landrum and Charles Landrum, Sr. She and her 
siblings, Charles Landrum, Jr (deceased) and Ruby Bunch (deceased) 
were very close knit. By the time Annie was three years old, she and 
her family migrated to Boston, Massachusetts, where they settled in 
the South End on Lenox Street. Growing up, Annie loved life and  
immersed herself in a plethora of social activities at school and with 
friends.  She attended Kindergarten at the Hyde School,  until the 
school system was redistricted and Annie then attended the Louisa 
May Alcott Elementary School. It was six blocks outside of the South 
End, and Annie would have to make that 12-block round trip to and 
from school everyday, no matter the weather!  

 

Despite the initial challenges Annie and her family faced surrounding her schooling; sometimes 
“change is good”.  She went from receiving her early education in an inadequate and  segregated 
classroom to a very ethnically diverse experience at Girls High School, where she learned to  
appreciate and collaborate with people from every neighborhood in Boston. Annie maintained 
straight A's throughout high school and graduated in the top ten of her class of 350 students in 
1952.  She then received a full scholarship to Northeastern University as a commuter student. 
However, Annie elected not to attend Northeastern since it meant residing for another four years 
in her family’s cold water flat.   
 

Annie worked odd jobs until she obtained employment at the New England Mutual Life  
Insurance company (now known as Metlife) in 1953 . She then secured herself a one bedroom unit 
in the Whittier Street Apartments. Eventually,  Annie went on to marry her childhood  
sweetheart the late Rev. Babatunde B. Shareef (aka John C. Wilson) in 1956. From this union they 
bore a daughter, D. Vanessa Wilson (Howard); Annie’s only child. Now a wife and mother, Annie     
continued her career with The New England and advanced to become the first African  American 
Supervisor in the company. A natural born leader. Annie continued to elevate her career with 
certificates in management from both Northeastern University and Harvard Business School.  She 
moved through the ranks and became the first African-American manager in the policyholders 
department of The New England.  Making history for the second time.  
 

Being unceasingly active in the community; she became chairman of the Concord Parent  
Teachers Association, representing the Parent Council for M.E.T.C.O, as well as a member of the 
Willing Workers of the Now Historic Charles St A.M.E. Church. 
 

Annie L. Kinkead 

Interment 
Forest Hills Cemetery 
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