
I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y  

Donald Leonard Gustafson 
Born  

August 18, 1948 
Willmar, Minnesota 

 
Died  

November 23, 2021 
Perham, Minnesota 

 

Memorial Service 
Karvonen Funeral Home 

Wadena, Minnesota 
Tuesday, November 30,  2021 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Officiating 
Pastor Dave Seaton 

 
Survived By 

His wife of 48 years, Julie; two children Clarinda (Paul Gardner) 
Gustafson and Dan “Boone” (Misty) Gustafson; three 

grandchildren Justice (Blake) Kunza, Zack Gustafson, and 
Andrew Gustafson; one great-granddaughter Abigail Kunza; 

one brother Dave (Crystal) Rath and a large extended family.  
 
 

Please feel free to Join the family at the Bootleggers Bar in 
Deer Creek for Happy Hour in honor of Don’s Life. 

I'm Free 
Don't grieve for me, for now I am free I'm following the path God laid for me. 

I took his hand when I heard him call I turned my back and left it all.  
 

I could not stay another day To laugh, to love, to work or play. 
Tasks left undone must stay that way, I found that peace at the close of day. 

 
If my parting has left a void Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship started, a laugh, a kiss, Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 
 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 
My life's been full, I savored much, Good friends, good times,  

a loved one's touch. 
 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief Don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 
Lift up your heart and share with me God wanted me now; He set me free. 

Donald “Don” Gustafson, 73, of Perham, Minnesota, passed away 
on Tuesday, November 23, 2021 at Perham Living Nursing Home.  

Donald Leonard Gustafson was born on August 18, 1948, in Willmar, 
Minnesota to Leonard and Dorothy (Reich) Gustafson. Donald grew 
up in New London, Minnesota where he graduated with the class of 
1967.  Prior to graduation Donald enlisted in the United States Army 
and served a tour in the Vietnam War from 1968 to 1970. Upon 
discharge from the United States Army, he went right to work at the 
hatchery in New London where he would weave fishnet together.  

On May 26, 1973, Donald was united in marriage to Julienne “Julie” 
Fredrick at Gausdal Lutheran Church in Georgeville, Minnesota. To this 
union they were blessed with two children.  They made their home in 
Wadena, Minnesota where Donald was employed as a tool and dye 
maker at Homecrest Outdoor Living. They moved to West Leaf Lake 
in 1978 and lived there 28 years before moving to Deer Creek, MN for 
the last 18 years. 

Don was very proud of his children, grandchildren, and great-
granddaughter and all their accomplishments.  Don enjoyed spending 
time with his family playing games such as Triominoes, Cribbage, 
Horseshoes and Sorry.  He loved the lake and watching the sunsets, 
and going duck, deer, and elk hunting but, as he grew older Don 
realized that the cold weather was just not worth it.   Don and Julie 
were on bowling leagues through the years in Henning. Don found 
much enjoyment in “Happy Hour” at the bar in Deer Creek and was 
there until the last drink was gone.  

Don was preceded in death by his parents, stepfather Harry Rath, 
sister Carol Gerhardson, infant twin sons, and his in-laws Don and 
Lois Fredrick as well as other loved family members.  


