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Kristie Renee Johnson 
 

Born  

August 13, 1978 

Wadena, Minnesota 

 

Died  

July 6, 2021 

Verndale, Minnesota 

 

Service 

Verndale Alliance Church 

Verndale, Minnesota 

Monday, July 12, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Clergy  

Pastor Tony Stanley 

 

Survived By 

Parents: Donald and Barbara Johnson; siblings: Tamara Johnson;  

Mark (Jessica) Johnson; and Michael (Kelly) Johnson; nieces and 

nephews: Charles, Tenley, Mya, Gavin, Charlotte, and Flynn;  

aunts: Donna Uselman; Malinda Dexter; Maxine Koth; Sharon (Bill) 

Clasen; great-uncle Bob Spiering; her loving cat: NeoCat; many other 

relatives and a host of friends 

 

Laid to Rest at a Future Date 

Green Lawn Cemetery 

Verndale, Minnesota 

Kristie Johnson 

A U G U S T  1 3 ,  1 9 7 8  ~  J U L Y  6 ,  2 0 2 1  

I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y  



Kristie Renee Johnson was born on August 13, 1978 at Tri-County 
Hospital in Wadena, Minnesota to Donald William and Barbara 
Kay (Koth) Johnson. Kristie grew up in rural Verndale and 
graduated from Verndale High School with the class of 1996. 
Kristie attended Moorhead State University where she received a 
degree in mass communications. She was employed as a teacher’s 
aide at the YMCA in Fargo and for the past 20 years, Kristie was 
employed at Valley News Live in Fargo, where she worked as a TV 
news director. 

Kristie enjoyed running half marathons, vacationing and sight-
seeing through New York City, Utah, Chicago and parts in between 
with her sister, Tammy. She was a U2 groupie and enjoyed flowers 
and gardening. Her adventurous side led her to skydiving and a 
flying trapeze school. Kristie loved to spend time with and spoil 
her nieces and nephews.   

Kristie passed away under the gentle care of Hospice of the Red 
River Valley at her family home in Verndale, at age 42, on July 6, 
2021. Kristie will be remembered for her strength she showed 
during a 19-month battle with cancer. She will be dearly missed by 
her family and friends. She accepted Christ at a young age and now 
rests in the comfort of her Father in Heaven. 

"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge 
crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off 
every weight that slows us down, especially the sin 

that so easily trips us up. And let us run with 
endurance the race God has set before us.” 

Hebrews 12:1 

I'm Free 
Don't grieve for me, for now I am free 

I'm following the path God laid for me. 

I took his hand when I heard him call 

I turned my back and left it all. 

 

I could not stay another day 

To laugh, to love, to work or play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way, 

I found that peace at the close of day. 

 

If my parting has left a void 

Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship started, a laugh, a kiss, 

Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow 

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life's been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch. 

 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief 

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and share with me 

God wanted me now; He set me free. 


