
That’s Our Dad 
 

He only went through the 8th grade at 
country school, but his mind does 
mathematical gymnastics that teachers 
were envious of. That’s our dad. 
 

Tornadoes may take the barn, fires may 
take the house, farming accidents may 
take a limb, but the will and 
d e t e rm i n a t i o n  w il l  a lw a y s  be 
unequaled. That’s our dad. 
 

A poor farmer with a family of nine children, we never went 
hungry, we were always clothed, we are rich in ways that money 
cannot buy because of him. That’s our dad. 
 

He didn’t go to church every Sunday, but he taught us that God 
is good and kind and there is more than one way to pray. That’s 
our dad. 
 
Other’s may have more material things, but they may never 
have the respect, love and adoration of all their children, 
grandchildren and in-laws. That’s our dad. 
 

Whenever you think of times that others thought less of you 
than they should, always remember what you are and what you 
have done for your family. No one else could’ve taken the ups 
and downs that life has handed you and turned it all around the 
way you and Mom did. Always remember that you are the best. 
That’s our dad. 

In Loving Memory 

Elroy Joseph Hansen 
 

Born 

 August 27, 1924 ~Wilkin County, MN 
 

Died 

 February 22, 2019 ~ Fergus Falls, MN 
 

Service 
 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Henning, MN 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. 
Clergy ~ Pastor Kevin Mann 

 
Music 

Hymns ~ Congregation, accompanied by Paul Malecha 

Special Music ~ Rick Stejskal 
 

Pallbearers ~ Elroy’s Grandsons 
Steven Hansen ~ Curtis Hansen ~ Dustin Hansen  

Tony Suchy ~ Mike Hansen ~ Chris Stejskal 

Travis Hansen ~John Hansen  
 

Laid To Rest 
St. Edward’s Catholic Cemetery, Henning, MN 

Elroy Joseph Hansen was born on August 27, 1924 in Wilkin County. 
His parents were the late George and Dorothy (Schmidt) Hansen. He 
attended Country School until the eighth grade in Campbell, 
Minnesota. Elroy was united in marriage to Betty Tolbert on September 
30, 1947 in Breckenridge, MN. Their marriage was blessed with nine 
children. They farmed in the Foxhome, MN area until 1955, when they 
moved to rural Vining, MN. Elroy served on the Country School Board, 
served as Treasurer of Nidaros Township, worked at Swanson Equipment 
and he was also an Otter Tail County Assessor, while continuing to farm.  
 
Elroy had a sense of humor and pure determination that got him through 
many hardships in life. He was a great role model to his family and 
friends.  In his later years, he enjoyed going to the Vining Palace (his 
home away from home) where he met many strangers that enjoyed his 
jokes and became friends. On February 22, 2019 Elroy passed away the 
Lake Region Healthcare in Fergus Falls, Minnesota at 94 years of 
age. He will be dearly missed by his family and friends. Preceding Elroy 
in death were his wife, Betty in 1994, his parents and several siblings. 
 
Elroy is survived by his children: Rich (Pat) Hansen; BJ (Virgil) 
Waasdorp; Jim Hansen; Dorothy (Andy) Suchy; Annette (Rick) Stejskal; 
Doug (Sue) Hansen; Dennis Hansen; Don (Sandy) Hansen; and Jacki 
Maethner (Dean Jorud); grandchildren: Steven, Curtis, Dustin Hansen, 
Tony (Renae) Suchy, Mike Hansen, Christopher and Amanda Stejskal, 
Travis (Nicole) Hansen, Katie (Jesse) Laugen, Jenna (Jon) Eaton, Becca 
(Dylan Barry) Hansen, Lydia, John, Katherine and Monica Hansen, 
Cassie (Dane) Holo, Emmy (Josh) Stock, Samantha Jorud and Nikki 
Jorud; 16 great-grandchildren; special friend, Alice Heinis; brother, 
Harold (Christine) Hansen; sister-in-law, Addie Hansen; sister-in-law, 
Lois Schempp; numerous nieces, nephews, other relatives and a host of 
friends. 


