
I’ve Gone Fishing 
I've finished life's chores assigned to me, 

The time has come to set me free; 
 

Please send along my fishing pole, 
For I've been invited to the fishing hole; 

 
Where everyday will be a day to fish, 
You may visit here often if you wish; 

 
Don't worry or feel sad for me, 

On a lake is right where I want to be; 
 

But if you wonder why I'm missing, 
Just remember...I've gone fishing. 

In Loving Memory 

Wayne William Watkins 

Born  
June 21, 1928 ~ Hewitt, Minnesota 

 
Died 

June 23, 2018 ~ Wadena, Minnesota  
 

Service 
Verndale Alliance Church ~ Verndale,  Minnesota 

Thursday, June 28, 2018 ~ 11:00 a.m.  
 

Clergy 
Rev. Tony Stanley 

 
Music 

Konnie Zimmerman ~ Peggy Larson Thorn 
 

Survived By 
Wife, Betty; daughter-in-law, Gwendolyn Watkins; 

grandchildren: Patrick (Meredith) Watkins; Christine  
(Mike) Sanzo; Kathryn Watkins; 3 great-grandchildren: 

Reaghan, William and Cora; sister: Florreta Bronko;  
many other relatives and a host of friends.  

 
Laid to Rest 

Woodside Cemetery ~ Wrightstown, Minnesota 

Wayne William Watkins was born June 21, 1928 in Ottertail 
County at home to Claude and Clara (West) Watkins. Wayne 
grew up on a farm, went to a country school and then to 
Bertha school, graduating in 1946.  
   On November 25, 1950 Wayne was united in marriage to 
Merle Catherine Mack in Assembly of God Church in Verndale, 
MN. They then moved to Des Moines, IA. Wayne worked as a 
mechanic for a trucking company. In 1961, they moved to 
Berwyn, IL and Wayne worked as a foreman. In 1985, their 
daughter Betty passed away after having brain surgery. 
Wayne retired in 1990. With his wife, he went to Africa for a 
couple of months and worked for a missionary. In November 
of 2007, their son William “Bill” passed away with a massive 
heart attack. They moved from Berwyn, IL back to Verndale, 
MN to spend their retirement together. On March 23, 2011, his 
wife Merle Catherine Watkins passed away.  
  On August 28, 2012 Wayne was united in marriage with Betty 
Reul. Together they enjoyed traveling to Florida for the 
winters and spending the remainder of their time in Verndale, 
MN. Wayne loved spending time with all family, church, 
fishing, golfing, playing cards,  games and gardening. 
  Wayne entered eternal rest on Saturday, June 23, 2018 at Tri-
County Hospital in Wadena, at 90 years of age. Preceded in 
death by his parents; first wife, Merle Mack; daughter Betty 
Watkins; and son William ‘Bill’ Watkins. 

Precious Memories Precious Memories 


