
Russell Elwood Dague, 88, of Oylen, Minnesota was called to his heavenly home on 
Wednesday, June 1, 2022 at the Lakewood Care Center in Staples, Minnesota where he 
resided for the last two months. 

Russell was born at home in Poplar Township near Oylen on December 6, 1933 to Lawrence 
and Eva (Seely) Dague. He attended Oakland Country School through the 8th grade. Because 
the Sebeka School did not offer bus service at the time, he went to live with his sister and 
brother-in-law, Edith and Lee White to attend Verndale School for his freshman year. He 
went on to complete his schooling and graduated from Sebeka High School with the class of 
1952. He enlisted in the United States Army in 1954 and served until his honorable discharge 
in 1956. He served 16 months in Germany and enjoyed his time there. He made lifelong 
friends and often spoke of how beautiful the country was and enjoyed getting the slideshow 
out to share with family. He often talked about the children that would ask the G.I.’s for 
chocolate. 

On his return home, he married Elaine Kleeberger on May 24, 1957. He spent his life as a 
dairy farmer and working the land with his Allis Chalmers tractors. He lived on the same 
farm for 80 of his 88 years. He sold the dairy herd in 1994 and raised beef cattle. He also 
started the hobby of woodworking, which he had a talent for and enjoyed giving his creations 
to family and friends. He had to give that up when tremors from Parkinson’s Disease made it 
difficult to do. 

Russell loved the Lord and lived life as a testament of that love. He was a member of the 
Oylen Christian and Missionary Alliance Church. He held many positions such as Sunday 
School Teacher, Elder, Deacon, and Treasurer. He spent many hours in the upkeep of the 
church and Bible Camp. He was humble and well respected in the community. He would do 
anything to help a neighbor. He enjoyed drinking coffee and visiting with family and friends 
that stopped in. 

Russell is preceded in death by his parents; brothers: Royston and James; sister: Edith 
White; an infant sister: Mildred; son-in-law: Mike Adams; and many in-laws and good 
friends. He will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved him. 

IN LOVING MEMORY  

Russell Dague 



I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y  

Russell Elwood Dague 

 
Born  

December 6, 1933 
Poplar Township, Minnesota 

 
Died  

June 1, 2022 
Staples, Minnesota 

 
Service 

Oylen Alliance Tabernacle 
Oylen, Minnesota 

Monday, June 6, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Clergy  
Pastor Neal Malcore 

 
Pallbearers 

Greg Ozmun ~ Phillip Ozmun ~ Ty Adams ~ Jeremy Elfstrum ~ Lance Perius ~ Dennis White 
 

Military Honors 
Elmer Goche V.F.W. #3922 

Wadena, Minnesota 
 

Survived By 
Wife of 65 years, Elaine; his daughters: Anita (Lee) Moench; Candace (Jim) Ozmun; Rhonda (Tony) Marthaler; and Ruth 

Johnson; 10 grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; and his sister: Elsie Timm 
 

Laid to Rest 
Poplar Cemetery 

Staples, Minnesota 

Close the Gate 
 

For this one farmer the worries are over, lie down and rest your head. 
Your time has been and struggles enough, put the tractor in the shed. 

 
Years were not easy, many downright hard, but your faith in God transcended. 

Put away your tools and sleep in peace, the fences have all been mended. 
 

You raised a fine family, worked the land well under the hot, summer sun. 
Hang up your shovel inside of the barn; your work here on earth is done. 

 
A faith few possess led your journey through life, often a jagged and stony way. 
The sun is setting, the cattle are all bedded, and here now is the end of your day. 

 
Your love of God’s soil has passed on to your kin; the stories flow like fine wine. 

Wash off your work boots in the puddle left by blessed rain one final time. 
 

You always believed that the good Lord would provide and He always had somehow. 
Take off your gloves and put them down, no more sweat and worry for you now. 

 
Your labor is done, your home now is heaven; no more must you wait. 
Your legacy lives on, your love of the land, and we will close the gate. 

 
~ written by Nancy Kraayenhof 


