
Shonna Marie Melchior, 44, died unexpectedly April 22, 2022 in 

Colorado. She was born November 14, 1977 in Wadena, MN, the 

daughter of Tom and Joan Brauch. 

Shonna will always be remembered for her amazing smile. It was not 

only beautiful; it was the window to her heart. Shonna had a way of 

making everyone feel loved and comfortable. If you knew her for a 

minute it felt like you were friends your whole life. She had a heart of an 

Angel and she is one now. I know she is watching over all of us from 

above, just like she did when she was here. Shonna will always be with 

us. We are all so lucky to have been part of her life. 

Shonna grew up and lived in Bluffton. She graduated high school from 

Wadena-Deer Creek in 1996. She graduated from the Radiology program 

at Methodist Hospital in St. Louis Park, MN in 2001. Shonna worked at 

Tri-County Hospital for 20 years as a Radiology/ MRI tech. 

Shonna enjoyed spending time with family and friends, the outdoors, 

running, and a passion to travel and explore all the great places in the 

United States with her family. 

Shonna’s children were her life. Grace, Gage, and Gavin were her 

greatest love. Her world revolved around them and making sure they 

were able to have the best life possible. Whether it was the simple things 

like dropping them off or picking them up, going to every activity they 

were involved in, or just being their Mom. But most of all, it was showing 

them how to become a loving, happy, outgoing, compassionate, 

responsible, honest person. These are just a few of the great attributes of 

her and what she was instilling in our children by the life she lived. She 

will always be their biggest supporter and their greatest role model. 



I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y  

 

Shonna Marie Melchior 
 
 

Born  

November 14, 1977 

Wadena, Minnesota 

 

Died  

April 22, 2022 

Merino, Colorado 

 

Service 

Karvonen Funeral Home 

Wadena, Minnesota 

Saturday, May 7, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Officiant 

Donna Uselman 

 

Pallbearers 

Steve Brauch ~ Chris Ament ~ Jesse Brauch 

Tim Theisen  ~ Ryan Brasel ~ Alan Tabery 

 

Survived By 

Husband, Chuck Melchior; daughter: Grace Brasel; sons: Gage Brasel; 

and Gavin Melchior; parents: Tom and Joan Brauch; brothers: Steve 

(Tanya) Brauch; and Jesse Brauch; Grand Pa and Grand Ma: Leo and 

Doris Tabery; Grand Ma Donna Honigfeld; former husband: Ryan 

Brasel;  several aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews, in-laws, and so 

many friends that Shonna always considered part of her family 

 

Laid to Rest 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Cemetery 

Bluffton, Minnesota 

Fill not your hearts with pain and sorrow,  
but remember me in every tomorrow.  

 
Remember the joy, the laughter, the smiles,  

I’ve only gone to rest a little while.  
 

Although my leaving causes pain and grief,  
my going has eased my hurt and given me relief. 

 
So dry your eyes and remember me,  

not as I am now, but as I used to be.  
 

Because, I will remember you all and look on with a smile.  
Understand in your hearts, I ’ve only gone to rest a while.  

 
As long as I have the love of each of you,  

I can live my life in the hearts of all of you.  


