
 

  

Janaazah Prayer 

(Funeral program) 

The deceased Muslim is placed horizontally in front of the Imaam who 
stands, according to the Sunnah, at the shoulder of the deceased. The 
believers stand behind the Imaam. There is no Ruke (bowing) or Sujuud 
(prostration) in the prayer. The prayer is conducted in an upright 
standing position, Qiyam and contains four takbirs. 
 
FIRST TAKBIR: The Imam says “Allahu Akbar’ (God is Greatest), 
raising his hands to his ears and placing them between the chest and the 
navel. The followers do the same. The Imam recites the Al-Fatihah, The 
Opening, In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful, Praise be to 
Allah, the Lord of he worlds; The all Merciful, the ever Merciful, The Possessor 
of the Day of Judgement. You only we Worship and only Your help we Seek. 
Guide us to the straight Path; the path of those whom you Bestowed your grace 
and mercy And not of those who encourage Your 
wrath. 
 
SECOND TAKBIR: The Imam says “Allahu Akbar” without raising his 
hands. The followers repeat. They then invoke Allah’s blessings upon 
the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) by reciting Salaatu ‘Alan Nabiyy. “O 
Allah, shower Your Mercy upon Muhammad and the followers of Muhammad, 
as You showered Your Mercy upon Ibrahim and the followers of Ibrahim. Behold 
You are Praiseworthy. Glorious, Oh Allah, shower Your Blessings upon 
Muhammad and the followers of Muhammad as You showered Your Blessings 
upon Ibrahim and the followers of Ibrahim. Behold, You are Praiseworthy, 
Glorious.” 
 
THIRD TAKBIR: After the third takbir, the Imam and believers pray for 
the 
deceased by saying the following:  
“Oh Allah, forgive those of us that are alive and those of us that are dead, those 
of us that are present and those of us who are absent; our minors and our elders; 
Oh Allah, whomever of us you keep alive, let him live as a follower of Islam and 
whomsoever of us you cause to die, let him die as a believer.” 
 
FOURTH TAKBIR: The Imam says “Allahu Akbar and the believer 
repeat. They proceed with: “Oh Allah, do not deny the reward which is due 
him, do not expose us to temptation after his death. Forgive us and him.” 
The Imam concludes the prayer with: 
 
“As Salaamu ‘Aiaikum wa Rahmatullahi”* and the believers repeat. 

*Peace and Mercy of Allah be upon you. 

Obituary 
Jonathan was the fifth of seven children born to the late Walter Hank 
Highsmith and Olivia Highsmith-Brodie. He was also preceded in 
death by his brother Walter L. Highsmith (Vinetta.)  

He leaves to mourn one daughter Yasmare McKnight and one son 
Jonathan Critten. Two brothers Anthawon Sims (Celest) and Charles 
Highsmith. Three sisters Tammie Brown(Wardell), Iris Highsmith 
Mainor (Gregory), and Deirdre Highsmith Mack (Alcarson). Five 
nieces Lisa, Tyise, Latasha, Tiana, and Queena. Four nephews Walter, 
Wynton, Mark and David. Five grand nephews, and three grand 
nieces. Two aunts and a host of family and friends.  

Jonathan was born and raised in Jersey City. He grew up on 
Monticello Avenue and received his education in the Jersey City 
Public school’ system. He attended Elementary schools #12 and #25 
and Lincoln Highschool. 

When Jonathan got older, he embraced the Islamic Faith. Known to 
many as Hassen-Ibn Abbas, Jonathan was a good person to those he 
loved and always words of wisdom for everyone. He touched the 
lives of and was loved by many. He will truly be missed.  
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In Loving Memory 

  
Jonathan Highsmith  

(Hassen-Ibn Abbas) 
Sunrise: December 14, 1963  
Sunset: September 26,2022 

 
Friday, September 30, 2022  

6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Clarence B. Wright Funeral Home 

579 Grove Street 
Irvington, NJ 07111 

 


