
Expressions of Thanks                                        
The family of Thomas Lee Patterson, Jr., would like to express their  
gratitude to those who poured out their love and support during this              

difficult time. The family would also like to express appreciation for the 
cards and other expressions of love during this time of bereavement and 

to those who traveled both near and far. The family wishes to give                
utmost appreciation to the staff of St. Joseph Hospital, Hospice of                 

Savannah and Sidney A. Jones-Campbell Funeral Service. 
~The Family~ 

 

 
 
 
 

We appreciate your trust in us, and sincerely hope that our service has been deserving of your confidence.      
If we have helped to lighten your burden, our aim has been accomplished.            

Pallbearers 
Sons & Nephews 

Floral Attendants 
Nieces, Family & Friends  

Sidney A. Jones and Campbell Funeral Services 
“New Ideas With Old Traditional Ways” 
“124 W. Park Ave.  Savannah, GA 31401 

912-234-7226 

You are the strongest woman I know 
We’ve watched you both for 26 years and                             

you’ve remained a united front  
And we know this hasn’t been easy for you 

But yet you never faltered 
We are thankful Daddy has been able to say  

I love you for as long as he could 
For you have fought alongside of him   

as long as you could  
As a seed of this union  

We could’ve never chosen a better pair 
Forever we’ll love you 
Forever we are here. 

Love, Your Children 
 

Celebrating The Life & Legacy Of 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 26, 2018 

12 noon 
 

Emmanuel Tabernacle Apostolic Faith 
Church, Inc.  

1001 E. Henry Street 
Savannah, GA 31401 

Pastor Kedric West, Officiating  
Bishop Sandy B. Pusha, Presiding   

SUNRISE 
January 26, 1957  

SUNSET 
May 19, 2018 



 Life’s Reflection 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,  
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

John 3:16   

 Thomas Lee Patterson, Jr., aka “Bubby” was born January 26, 1957, the third 
child of the late Thomas, Sr. and Doris Patterson. He made his transition on Saturday, 
May 19, 2018, at the age of 61, following a prolonged illness. 
 Educated in the Chatham County Public School System, Thomas graduated 
from Richard Arnold High School in 1976. Along with academics, he enjoyed playing 
football and basketball. Thomas would share stories of how good of a basketball                
player he was with his sons, they eventually challenged him in basketball; well you 
should know the story ends, he had to show them that age was just a number! 
 We want  to share with you a few adjectives we use to describe our Dad (T)
houghtful, (H)umble, (O)bedient, (M)eek, (A)wesome, (S)trong is what he was to us! 
 Thomas’ love for God led him to invite family and friends to church, and a 
few came to visit with him.  One particular friend not only visited the church, she 
committed her life to Christ!  This friend later became his wife and best friend,                    
Barbara Gamble Patterson!  This union produced eleven loving, devoted children. 
Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in one’s youth. Blessed is the 
man whose quiver is full of them... Psalm 127:4-5. 
 Several things Thomas will forever be remembered for includes his                      
dedication, honesty, and commitment to whatever he was involved in. This includes 
his employment at both Carson Products (10 years) and Atlanta Gas and Light                  
Company (30 years). However, he would have worked many more years if it had not 
been for his failing health which required him to take an early retirement.  
 Thomas’ example of dedication was exemplified at the early age of 18 when 
he gave his life to Christ. He would witness to anyone that would stand still long 
enough to converse with him. His hook was talking about a sport or family, but the 
catch was sharing the love of Jesus! Thomas was a member of Victory Drive                   
Deliverance Temple for over 20 years where he served as a faithful drummer, choir 
member and a Sunday School Teacher.  In 1989, Thomas and his family joined the 
Emmanuel Tabernacle Apostolic Faith Church, Inc., under the leadership of District 
Elder Lucille P. Turner. He counted it as a blessing to serve as a drummer and the 
Brotherhood Secretary. Thomas simply Loved the Lord!!! 
 He leaves to cherish his memories, his loving, caring, devoted, best friend 
and wife, his “Queen” of 38 years, “His Good Thing,” Barbara Gamble Patterson. His 
eleven blessed children, (his quiver full), Lorando L. Gamble (Latoya), Thomas L. 
Patterson, III, Lynette L. Patterson, Charlette S. Griggs (Julius), Bertennia D.                      
Patterson,  Jason P. Patterson, Sr., Paulette S. Patterson, Crystal S. Montgomery 
(Dionte),  Kevin L. E. Patterson, Cortney C. Patterson, and Calvin A. Patterson;       
twenty-seven grands with two on the way; two aunts; seven sisters and one brother 
(wife); six sisters-in-law and six brothers-in-law; and a host of nieces, nephews,                
several God-children and other family members. “Dally”, “Pops”, “Fat Daddy T.P.”, 
“Poppa”, we will miss the sound of your voice, the wisdom in your advice, the stories 
of your life and just being in your presence.  Because of the love you’ve shown us, 
you will always be THE G.O.A.T., (Greatest Of All Time)!!! 

 

 

The stories of your life have shaped you to be the man you are 
Your decisions have led you to the man you’ve become 

How you lived, people saw the man you were 
What a man we have come to know you as 

A man of style and class as you would look your best  
as the man in his uniform, the man in his suit,  

even the man in his track pants and Nike shoes 
A man of God in the way you witnessed  
to anyone who would listen about Christ 

A man of family who helped bore 11 kids  
and treated their friends as his own 

A man of loyalty from your work ethic to always standing by your wife 
A friend to many who’ve called on him in the time of need 

A man of understanding 
A man of Love  

Maybe not a man of patience 
But you gave us time 

Time to know you  
Time to love you 

Time to grow with you 
And time to laugh and cry 

They say a good man is hard to find 
And not many are blessed with a prime example  

But we were blessed to have you in our lives 
I’ve first come to know you as a father 

And as I grew older, a husband and provider 
You’ve walked with confidence  

And you’ve shown strength  
I’ve witnessed you as a builder, a fixer, and a fighter 

What a man you’ve became 
What a man others can choose to aspire to be 

What a man you are! 



 

 

 

 

 

How do I begin… 

 Thirty-eight years ago, we started out on this journey            
together not knowing what was waiting for us in the distant future. 
We were in love and determined to make this journey together. We 
may not have had the perfect life with riches and mansions, as 
some would perceive, but ours was filled with the riches of our 
love!  

 Our love for each other and the love of our children,               
family, and friends, but most of all the love of God to help us make 
it through this journey together.  

 Thank you, my Love, for all that you have done to make 
sure me and our children always had what we needed, always 
thinking of us before yourself. You were an excellent husband,                 
father, grandfather…and friend to all.  You were a prime example 
to your daughters of what a husband should be.  

 It is with a heavy heart that I have to say farewell to the 
Love of my Life, my best friend forever!!!  Memories of you will be 
with me forever as I tell our future grands and great grands about 
their wonderful grandfather. 

 Thank you for always being there for me, my rock that I 
could always depend on when I needed a shoulder to cry on or a 
listening ear. Always my “Knight In Shining Armor” coming to my 
rescue. I must continue this journey without you by my side, but 
you will always be in my heart. 

Always your Loving QUEEN, 
Barbara 

 

  

Order of Service 
Bishop Sandy B. Pusha, Presiding  

Processional 

Invocation 

Scripture Reading 

 Old Testament……...…………….Minister Joseph Simmons, Sr. 

 New Testament…………….…………Bishop Andrew Williams 

Reflections (please limit remarks to 3 minutes) 

As a Brother……………………...…………….Patrick Patterson 

As a Co-Worker/Brother ……………..……………...Greg King 

As a Friend…………………….………. Elder John P. Anderson 

As a Neighbor………………………….…..Elder Albert Holmes 

Solo………………………………………………...Joseph Simmons, Jr. 

Resolution……………………………………………...Sis. Lynn Bryant 
Secretary, E.T.A.F.C., Inc. 

Tribute from the children 

“Our Dad” …………….Lorando, Thomas, Jason. Kevin, Calvin 

One of Dad’s Favorite Songs ………………………….Charlette  

“What A Man!” ……………………………...Paulette & Crystal 

Last Song…………………………………...……………Lynette 

Obituary & Acknowledgments………………..Carolyn “Ann” Crawford 

Words of Encouragement………..……..District Elder Lucille P. Turner
                        Pastor Emeritus 

Eulogy…………………………………………..……Elder Kedric West 
Pastor  

Recessional  

  

 
 

 

Hour of Fellowship 
Please join the family following the service in the 

Emmanuel Tabernacle Apostolic Faith Church, Inc. 
Dining Hall                                          




