
Pallbearers
Wayne Laster

Terry Laster

Marcus Northern

Antonius Northern

Dennis Johnson

Cornelius Johnson

Acknowledgement
Our heartfelt thank you for the many calls, cards, floral tributes, 

and other acts of kindness during this time of bereavement.

Special thanks to Dr. Thomas Larsen and the South Bend Clinic 

medical staff, Heart to Heart Hospice, and Pentecostal Cathedral 

Church of God in Christ.

We appreciate Sheri Laster and Tarrance Frierson for the 

commitment and dedication to help care for their grandmother.

The Family

Professional Services Entrusted To
Wednesday, January 12, 2022

P r i va t e  M e m o r i a l  S e rv i c e
Pentecostal Cathedral Church of God in Christ

1025 West Western Avenue
South Bend, Indiana 46601

 Pastor Graylin Watson, Eulogist 
Bishop Donald L. Alford Sr., Pastor 
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Life f o r

Ida Mae
 L a s t e r - K y l e

D e c e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 3 5  -  J a n ua r y  4 ,  2 0 2 2

“For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Matthew 22:14



Legacy of Love
A wife, a mother, a grandma, and aunt too,

This is the legacy we have from you.

You taught us love and how to fight,

You gave us strength; you gave us might.

A stronger person would be hard to find,

And in your heart, you were always kind.

You fought for us all in one way or another,

Not just as a wife, not just as a mother.

For all of us, you gave your best,

Now the time has come for you to rest.

So go in peace, you’ve earned your sleep,

Your love in our hearts, we’ll eternally keep.

Written by: Anonymous

Submitted by: Angela Redding, Niece



Order of Service
Musical Prelude .........................................................Special Gift recorded by Donnie McClurkin 

Prayer ................................................................................................................................... Clergy

Special Remarks ................................................................................ Bishop Donald L. Alford, Sr.

Scripture Readings

Old and New Testament ....................................................................................................... Clergy

Musical Tribute ............................... I Know Who Holds Tomorrow recorded by Albertina Walker

Special Remarks ........................................................................................................ Wayne Laster

Reading of the Obituary ..............................................................................Antonius Northern, Jr.

Special Remarks .................................................................................................... Brenda Gregory

Musical Tribute ....................................................................... 1-On-1 recorded by Zacardi Cortez

Eulogy .........................................................................................................Pastor Graylin Watson

Recessional ...........................................................................................Clergy, Family and Friends

Jesus Promised Me A Home Over There recorded by Jennifer Hudson

Let the Church Say Amen recorded by Andre Crouch
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A  L e g ac y  D e f i n e d  T h r o u g h  a  L i f e  o f
 L a b o r ,  L ov e ,  a n d  R e s i l i e n c e .

“And the Lord said, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I 
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.” Matthew 25:21

Ida Mae Laster-Kyle completed her earthly assignment and began the journey into
Heaven on January 4, 2022. Born as Audie Mae Johnson on December 29, 1935, in Wardell,
Missouri, she was the fifth child of Wilson and Lela (Magee) Johnson. The personal decision to
change her birth name, which was an early indication of her independence and originality

During her life, Ida acquired many other names and roles, each accepted and embraced with grace.
Considered the matriarch of the Johnson family, she generously shared love and lessons through
her lived experiences.

R  e f l e c t i n g  o n  h e r  l i f e
At the age of nine, Ida lost her mother. Following the unexpected event, her father moved the family 
from Pulaski, Illinois to Homonoke, Arkansas. Her paternal grandmother, Luvenia (Johnson)
Marshall, helped her father care for his young children.

It was not long before her father and three brothers – Leroy, Cornelius, and Levenius, - headed
back north to seek employment. Brothers Lorenzo and Sylvester joined later, and the Johnson
men settled in South Bend, Indiana, building the family’s first home at 310 S. Kentucky Street.
Eventually, Ida and her sisters - Lorene and Delores - joined their father and brothers.

Her father met and formed a union with Sarah (Snow) Johnson, and the Johnson family grew by
nine additional children. Ida’s initial residency in South Bend was short, returning to Arkansas
to live with her paternal grandmother who helped shape the wife, mother, and grandmother she
became.

He grandmother was the influence behind her Christian values - belief, faith, and trust in God. Ida
regularly attended church, where she met her first husband, Freddie James Laster, a young preacher.
The two married in 1951 and relocated to South Bend soon after. Faithful to their Christian and
spiritual foundation, the young couple joined Saints Memorial Church of God in Christ under the
leadership of Bishop C.E. Bennett.

Ida and Freddie had five children - Freddie Jean, Loretta, Wayne, Terry, and Kenneth Laster. Later
she had two additional sons, Marcus and Antonius Northern, and raised her seven children as a
single parent for many years. Her children would confirm that she was an extraordinary woman
and excelled as their mother.

She married Joe Kyle, a longtime friend, in 1998. A dynamic dual, rarely hearing one name without
the other. They built a good life together, always focused on providing for the family.
Ida had a strong work ethic, employed by Allied Bendix for more than thirty years before retiring.
In addition, she and Joe started a trucking company, Kyle Laster & Sons. She was known for
generously sharing her resources with her family and others.

Ida valued family, no sacrifice was too great or small in demonstrating her love. Following the
early death of her siblings – Cornelius and Lorene - she quickly stepped up to help minimize the
void for her young nieces and nephews. An unselfish act that became a pattern as her other siblings
passed away.

Her direct lineage consists of seven children, twenty-seven grandchildren, sixty-two great
grandchildren, and eighteen great-great grandchildren. Ida raised two granddaughters, Sheri, and
Kenesha Laster. She was known as ‘mama’ to her children, grandchildren, and many others.

Ida was especially proud of her grandchildren, expressing love to each based on their individual
needs. She helped with apartments, cars, education, trips, and much more. Whatever she had, she
made available to her family.

Ida had a zest for life, enjoyed spending time with friends and traveling. She had many friends,
among her closest girlfriends were Mary Flowers, Gwen Martin, Marquita Parham, Alma Lax,
Sedaria Brinson, and Lula Pitts. Wally Wear was one of her best male friends. The crew gathered
regularly to celebrate good times and support each other during challenging times.

Some of her favorite vacation spots included the Bahamas, Bermuda, Las Vegas, New York, and
Phoenix. Ida loved warm weather. In fact, she made many trips west to spend time with The Pitts
family, often summoned home after weeks of visiting. ‘Grandma, you live in South Bend.’

H o n o r  i n g  h e r  l e g ac y
Ida was a selfless, strong, resilient, and resourceful woman willing to sacrifice her last to help
others. She chose to be practical over perfect, which allowed her to love unconditionally, despite
any disagreements or doubts.

She lived her life according to the principle - to whom much is given, much is required. For 86
years, Ida gave big and small ‘gifts’ that were deemed extra valuable because of her authenticity
and genuineness.

Ida is survived by her husband, Joe Kyle; one daughter, Freddie Jean Laster; four sons, Wayne
and Terry (Lytra) Laster, Marcus and Antonius Northern; one brother, Wilson (Jessie) Johnson,
Jr., and three sisters, Alberta (George) Husband, Alice Allen, Mary Ann (Tony) Bethel, a special
maternal aunt, Ora (Magee) Nelson, and several grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and many other
family members.

Preceding her in death are parents, Wilson, and Lela (Magee) Johnson; two children, Loretta, and
Kenneth Laster; seven sisters, Lorene Franklin, Delores Redding, Ella Mae Johnson, Maybeline
Lovelady, Gloria Ellis, Sarah and Levunia Johnson; five brothers, Leroy, Cornelius, Sylvester,
Levenus and Lorenzo Johnson.

The family and others will forever remember the life and celebrate the legacy of a beloved wife,
mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, niece, cousin, and friend to many. Her legacy is best honored by
choosing practical over perfect, living unselfishly, and offering unconditional love.


