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Family Gratitude 
The family of Elder Richard C. Jennings would like to thank Bishop Donald L.        

Alford Sr., the staff of Alford’s Mortuary, and Pentecostal Cathedral for 

their services and loving support. We would also like to thank Beacon      

Memorial Hospital, Real Service, Help at Home and Anchor Home Care for 

their care and assistance over the years. In addition, we’d like to offer our 

heartfelt appreciation to the Center for Hospice Care for their care and  

services.  The Jennings family is grateful and thankful to each member of 

our family, friends, and loved ones for all of the continuous encourage-

ment and love.  We thank you, and unconditionally love you all. 

“Be Safe, Watchful, and Prayerful” 

Arrangements Entrusted To 

December 2, 1938                         February 17, 2021 

 

For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, 

and of love, and of a sound mind.       2 Timothy 1:7 



  

oday, we celebrate the homegoing of our beloved, RICHARD COLUMBUS JENNINGS.   

Richard was a loving and devoted pastor, son, husband, father, grandfather, uncle, brother, 

cousin, friend, and soldier (United States Air Force Veteran). Surrounded by the love of his 

family, Richard answered God’s call and went to rest in His presence Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

at 4:50 pm. In Heaven, he was lovingly welcomed with open arms by Chester Jennings (father), Dora    

Lottie (mother), Stanford Lottie (stepfather), Ruby Steen Preston and Ida Newborne (Sisters). 

Elder Jennings was born on December 2, 1938 in Hayti Missouri to the union of Chester and Dora 

(Poole) Jennings. When he was 6, his family moved to South Bend, Indiana where he graduated from 

Washington High School in 1957. Richard had a strong desire to serve his country, he patriotically 

joined the United States Air Force - from which he was honorably discharged from duty in 1961. Upon 

leaving the military, he attended both Indiana State University and Chicago State University, receiving 

a degree in Psychology with a concentration in Business Administration. 

While in Chicago, he met his first wife, JoEnne (Smith) Jennings. They were united in matrimony       

December 25, 1963. That union daughter, Richara Colette, and son, Richard Christopher were born.  

After separating, Elder Richard returned to South Bend, Indiana, where he met his loving wife, Debra 

Faye (Austin) Jennings. They were married July 9, 1977. Their union produced daughters, Brittney    

Jillian and Brandi Jarvis. 

Elder Richard Jennings’ professional career included employment as both a Chicago City Bus Driver 

and Police Officer. He was the first black national sales representative for Gallo Wines, Mogen David 

Wines, and World Wines Ltd. As God’s Servant, he provided services to many distinguished Clergy 

and Churches. He proudly served as a Chaplain, Minister, Elder and Pastor. In addition to all this, he 

was also a successful business entrepreneur. 

Left to forever cherish his memory are his wife of 43 years, Debra Jennings; son Richard Christopher 

(Lesley) Jennings (Denver, Colorado); 3 daughters, Richara (Chicago, Illinois), Brittney, and Brandi  

Jennings (South Bend, Indiana); and granddaughters Micah, Aureon, Jaelyn (Denver, Colorado) and 

London Jennings (South Bend, Indiana); and Godson Keith Weatherspoon (Georgia). He will also be 

lovingly remembered by his sisters Doris Wright, Carrie Weyman, and Lois Swardarski, and brothers, 

Clyde, and Cedric Jennings; brothers-in-law, Geno Austin (West Virginia), Carl (Marilyn) Taylor, and  

William (Janathan) Austin, and a host of devoted nephews, nieces, cousins, and friends. 

Proceeding him in death are Chester Jennings (father), Dora Lottie (mother), Stanford Lottie 

(stepfather), Ruby Steen Preston, Ida Newborne (Sisters), and Chester Jennings, Jr. (Brother). 

Thursday, February 25, 2021 • 1:00 p.m. 

Bishop Donald L. Alford Sr., Eulogist 

 

Prelude (Musical Selection) ....................................................................... The Davis Trio 

Prayer ............................................................................................... Elder William Austin 

Old Testament Reading .................................................................... Pastor Fred Preston 

New Testament Reading ................................................................ Elder Derrick Preston 

Musical Selection ...................................................... Evangelist Missionary Pam Harris 

Loving Reflections (2 minutes) .......................................................... Family and Friends 

Reading of the Obituary .................................................. Richard Christopher Jennings 

Musical Selection ...................................................... Evangelist Missionary Pam Harris 

Eulogy ................................................................................... Bishop Donald L. Alford Sr. 

Musical Selection ........................................................................................ The Davis Trio 

Recessional ............................................................................ Clergy, Family and Friends 

*Due to COVID protocols, there will be no repast at the conclusion of today’s service.  

*In addition, in lieu of hugs, please blow air kisses while your mask remains in place. 
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The Wedding Vows of  Richard & Debra Jennings 

Richard, I thank God for giving me a husband in Church of  God in Christ.   

I vow to you my respect, my honesty, and my love.   

I vow to love Richara and Chris as my own children.  

I promise to walk not in front of  you nor in back of  you, but beside you. Upholding you 
in your ministry, to be your objective friend and your lover.   

Richard, “Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee.   

I vow that wither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: your people 
shall be my people, and your God my God. 

I will set you as a seal upon my heart, as a seal upon mine arm. For love is as strong as 
death, its jealousy as cruel as the grave… the coals thereof  are coals of  fire, which hath a 
most vehement flame.   

I promise not to be jealous or cruel. 

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it, if  a man would give all 
the substance of  his house for love, it would utterly be contemned. (to treat with con-
tempt).   

I give you all my love.  I am glad Jesus let you find me. 

I wish to quote to you from the Song of  Solomon…. “I have compared thee, O my love, 
to a company of  horses in Pharaoh’s chariots…I found you whom my soul loveth; I held 
you and would not let you go until I had brought you into my mother’s house, and into the 
chamber of  her that conceived me. Your head is as the most fine gold, your locks are bushy 
and black as a raven. Your eyes are as the eyes of  doves by the rivers of  waters, washed with 
milk, and fitly set.  Your cheeks are as a bed of  spices, as sweet flowers, your lips like lilies, 
dropping sweet smelling myrrh.  Your hands are as gold rings set with the beryl.  Your legs 
are as pillars of  marble, set upon sockets of  fine gold, your countenance is as Lebanon, ex-
cellent as the cedars.  Your mouth is most sweet, yea, you are altogether lovely.  This is my 
beloved, and this is my friend”.   

Various songs of  love from the Song of  Solomon. 

Love,  

Debra 7/9/77 

We love you and will miss you dearly Grandpa!     ~ Love Jaelyn & London 

 

Dad it has been my honor and pleasure to be by your side. You taught me so much. You have 

given so much. Thank you, Daddy!  I love you forever, I will love you always.  

Rest well King.      ~ Britt 
 

Dad, you were not only my father, but you were truly my best friend, cheerleader, comforter, 

guider and protector. I love you beyond the word “love” and I will love you forever!   

Thank you for everything Daddy. Because of you, I am.      ~ Brandi 
 

Thanks Dad for all you've given us! Thanks for all you taught us! Thanks for being strong for 
us! Thanks for showing us what love is and how to celebrate God's love! 
Now it's time for our father to celebrate with THE FATHER!!       ~ Infinite love, Rick 

Grandpa, 

Your strength mirrors the fiercest of 

lions; and yet, I still  have not met a 

more kind and gentle spirit.  

Thank you for instilling the value of 

God, love, and unity in the minds of 

our family so that we may share 

your legacy with our grandchildren 

and the generations that follow. 

Even though you have been released 

from the restraints of your physical 

body, we can still feel your lumi-

nous presence with us here on 

Earth.  

May you rest in eternal peace and 

power, Grandpa.  

Love, 

Aureon 

Love,  

Micah  
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