
Open heart letter about my mom, CHERYL SINGLETON 

God, thank you for blessing me with my mother. We cannot choose our parents and they cannot choose their kids. 

Our match was one of a kind. We started at different ends, her pushing me into this life and me holding her hand as 

she left this life. The seeds of Christ were planted the day she held me in her arms for the first time May 9, 1977. 

From that day forward, God was in control and still is.  

 
If you knew my mother, you probably heard one of these phrases: 

Increase and overflow                  But God                  If it wasn’t for the Lord                  Thank you for your kindness 

When a person shows you who they are, believe them (Maya Angelou)                   Save your money 

You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you                  Don’t worry about me, I’m going to be ok 

 
My mother gave not for the recognition, but because the Holy Spirit led her to do so. Giving and teaching was her ministry and she practiced them with me 

and the countless people she encountered in life. 

As unique as our relationship was to others, it was normal to us. My life has been a movie filled with love, romance, action and suspense. You unselfishly 

played the roles such as Best Sister, Best Father, Best Friend and Best Mother. If you were here, we would be presenting you with every recognition possible, 

from a Tony to an Oscar, because no one did it with such ease like you. You will be remembered for your smile, outgoing personality, and your good deeds, 

but I will remember you for the sacrifices you made to clothe me, feed me and assure my life was as normal as possible. 

I am forever grateful to you for the values and morals you instilled in me. The days you cried and prayed over me because life was too much to handle- but 

God. When we didn’t have much- but God. When we had just enough - but God. As God giveth, He taketh and He has taken one of His angels to be home 

with Him. Life will be difficult going forward, but if I follow the game plan by acknowledging God in everything I do, I know I will be fine because you have been 

preparing me for this since I was born. See you in heaven mom.        ~ Love Your Son, George A. Miles Jr. 

 

 

 

My Wife Cheryl, 

On January 11, 1991, my life changed forever. I married the most beautiful lady in Sioux City, Iowa. We met through a 

mutual friend many years ago. At the time Cheryl was happily single but through time, patience and intentional pursuit I 

showed her what a wonderful life we could achieve together. As we grew together, we saw that we shared many of the 

same attributes: 

We didn’t mind working hard to get what we wanted We believed in saving money for a rainy day We loved to entertain 

and have our friends over to break bread We enjoyed quality time with each other, going on drives and exploring. We 

loved listening to gospel music My wife taught me that it wasn’t about myself, it was about friends. Cheryl’s gift was the 

ability to make people feel welcome and comfortable. She was truly a friend to everyone and approached each person with a pure heart. She went out of her 

way to be kind which included making meals for people at church and those new to Sioux City. Out of our 32 years together, we hosted Thanksgiving dinner 

at our home for 25 of those years. All we would ask is that you bring a BIG appetite. Cheryl opened her door for those in need and her heart and ears to coun-

sel those who needed Godly advice. She was also a prayer partner for many, taking their concerns before God with faith and boldness and teaching people, 

both new and experienced in prayer, to do the same.  

Neither of us are originally from Sioux City, but we built a network of friends who are now like family. We frequently enjoyed fellowship over meals and giving 

to others out of the abundance that God has blessed us. We developed a surrogate family that helped to fill our lives with laughter and love. In retirement, our 

goal was to visit every state capitol. We achieved 30 states and over 100 cities. The memories we made on those road trips are some of the best of my life. It 

allowed our relationship to blossom at another level, even after being married for so many years. 

As a result of these 32 years I have friends that are now as close to me as siblings. I have a blessed life that has been colored with joy and happiness. I have 

so many priceless memories that will carry me through the rest of my days. Thanks to my Queen, my wife, and my soulmate who I will forever miss. 

~ Henry Singleton 

 

 

 



 heryl Evelyn Singleton, 67, was born October 4, 1952 to the late Rev. M.C. and Dennell 

(Morgan) Williams in Niles, Michigan. She was the fifth of seven children.  Cheryl was a 

very intelligent woman, graduating from Edwardsburg High School in Edwardsburg, 

Michigan and went on to attend Indiana University of South Bend.  

She accepted Jesus Christ as her personal Lord and Savior at an early age. Before making Iowa 

her home, while living in South Bend, Cheryl blessed several churches with her musical talents,  

playing the piano at Greater Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, under the Pastorship of the late 

Rev. Dave S. Davis. 

Upon her arrival, to So. Sioux, NE, Cheryl united with Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church, Sioux 

City, IA, and as a faithful and active member she served in many capacities; including the Mother’s 

Board, and President of the Single’s Ministry, where she taught the congregation life skills including 

financial literacy.  

Cheryl married her sweetheart, Henry E. Singleton on January 11, 1991 in Sioux City. Together 

they owned and operated two laundromats, Dakota City and Leeds for 10 years.  Cheryl did this all 

while maintaining a career at Premier Bank before retiring in 2018.  

One cannot forget the lives of those she touched through her generosity and home-cooked 

meals.  She was a firm believer in “paying it forward,” and helping people she felt needed a 

hand.  One of her favorite statements was, “you never know what people are going through.”   She 

was a giver and showed her love through actions and never turned away a friend or loved one in 

need. A gentle and caring soul is an understatement for Cheryl.  She lived her life with a love for 

God.   

Cheryl enjoyed shopping, cooking, and was the ultimate hostess arranging many gatherings with 

friends and family throughout the years.  One of her unknown hobbies was searching YouTube for 

the infamous Sandra Lee (aka Dr. Pimple Popper). Cheryl and Henry were avid travelers and visited 

over 30 states and over 100 cities.    

She was preceded in death by her parents, M.C., and Dennell (Morgan) Williams; sisters, Martha 

Miller and Ruth Williams; and brother, Mack Williams, Jr.  

Cheryl is survived by her devoted husband, Henry E. Singleton, (South Sioux City, NE); her loving 

son, George A. Miles, Jr., (Decorah, IA); grandson, Nicholas Phillips, (Wheatfield, IN); great grand-

son, Lucas Phillips, (Wheatfield, IN); sisters, Janice Hall, (South Bend, IN) and Dorothy Moore, (Sioux 

City, IA); brother, Vernon Williams, (Peoria, IL). She also leaves a host of nieces and nephews, God-

children, friends, and family who were all near and dear to her heart. 

  

Prelude ..................................................................................................................................................... Musicians 

Call to Order .......................................................................................................................... Bishop Donald Alford 

Congregational Hymn: “By and By” 

Old Testament Reading .................................................................................................................................. Pulpit 

New Testament Reading ................................................................................................................................ Pulpit 

Prayer .............................................................................................................................................................. Pulpit 

Words of Comfort ................................................................................................................. Bishop Donald Alford 

Solo .................................................................................................................................... Rev. Timothy McGee Sr. 

Expressions .......................................................................................... Spiritual Sister, Minister Vanessa Johnson, 

 Janice Hall—Sister, Angelo James—Spiritual Brother, George A. Miles Jr.—Son 

Solo ......................................................................................................................................... Sister Angie McGhee 

Acknowledgments / Resolutions ................................................................................................. Phyllis M. Phillips 

Instrumental Solo: “Amazing Grace” ............................................................................... Rev. Timothy McGee Sr. 

Eulogy ................................................................................................................................ Rev. Timothy McGee Sr. 

Recessional .................................................................................................................... Clergy, Family and Friends 

Interment will take place at Silver Brook Cemetery, Niles, Michigan 


